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Language Learning

Teaching Objectives

1. Familiarizing the students with the kind of language used in
lectures. ’

2. Giving the students some training in note-taking.

3. Allowing the students a chance to talk about their problems
in learning English.

PART A Listen, Write and Speak

Problems Facing Foreign Students

Tapescript

Today I'd like to talk about some of the problems that students face when they
follow a course of study through the medium of English — if English is not their
mother tongue.

The problems can be divided into three broad categories: psychological, cul-
tural and linguistic. The first two categories mainly affect those who come to study
in Britain from Asia and Africa. I'll come to comment only briefly on these two
categories and then spend most of the time looking at linguistic difficultics which
apply to everyone. Some of the common psychological problems really involve fear




2 Focus Listening

of the unknown: for example, whether one’s academic studies will be too difficult.
Looking at the cultural problems, we can see that some of them are of a very prac-
tical nature, for example. arranging satisfactory accommodation. Others arc less
easy to define.

The largest category seems to be linguistic. Let’s look at this in some details.
Most students, in their own countries, will have little opportunity to practise using
English. When foreign learners first have the opportunity to speak to an English-
speaking person thcy may have a shock: they often have great difficulty in under-
standing! I’ll just mention three of the possible reasons for this.

First, it seems to students that English people speak very quickly. Second,
they speak with a variety of accents. Third, different styles of speech are used.
For all of these reasons students will have difficulty, mainly because they lack ev-
eryday practice in listening to English people speaking English.

What can a student do then to overcome these difficulties? Obviously, attend
English classes and, if a language laboratory is available, use it as much as possi-
ble. He should also listen to programs in English on the radio and TV. Perhaps
most important of all, he should take every opportunity to meet and speak with na-
tive English-speaking people.

In addition, the student probably has difficulty in speaking English fluently.
The advice here will seem difficult to follow but it’s necessary. Firstly, he must
simplify what he wants to say so that he can express himself reasonably clearly.
Secondly, he must try to think in English, not translate from his mother tongue.
This will begin to take place only when his use of English becomes automatic. Us-
ing a language laboratory and listening to English as much as possible will help.

Language and Culture Notes

Background Information  Countries like Britain and the U.S. receive a large in-
flux of overseas students every year. As the medium of instruction is English, for-
eign students, no matter what their majors are, will have linguistic problems apart
from cultural and psychological ones. To help these students, most universities
have special advisers who are to assist them in every way all through their courses
of study. And each student is under the supervision of a tutor to whom the student
can turn for advice.

In addition, there are many language schools which offer all kinds of short-
term courses to help foreign students overcome language difficulties.

Exercises with Key

I. Directions: Listen to the lecture and choose the best answer to each question
you hear. (10 poihts)
1. What does the lecture mainly discuss?

a. Problems in learning English.
b. Some of the problems that face learners of English.




LESSON 1 3

c. Foreign students’ problems in Britain.
d. Language problems that face foreign students in Britain.
2. What kind of students is the speaker referring to?
a. Foreign students learning English.
b. Foreign students taking academic courses in Britain.
c. Foreign students taking courses in conversational English.
d. Foreign students who are psychologically unstable.
3. Why do students have difficulties in understanding English speech?
a. Because they had very little chance to hear authentic English before.
b. Because they have a limited vocabulary.
¢. Because they find it hard to pronounce English words correctly.
d. Because they are especially weak in listening and speaking.
4. How, according to the speaker, can foreign students learn to speak English
fluently?
a. Express simple ideas.
b. Try to think in English.
c. Speak English as much as possible.
d. Attend English classes.
5. Which of the following statements can be inferred from the passage?
a. Cultural problems are not too difficult to solve because they are practical
in nature.
b. It is essential for foreign students to get used to a variety of English ac-
cents.
. The language barrier is the commonest problem facing foreign students.
d. Translation from one’s mother tongue is necessary when one is not able
to think in English.

e]

Il. Directions: Listen to the three parts of the lecture one by one. Each part will
be read twice. As you listen, make notes to help you complete the following
charts. (10 points)

1. T

(1) psychological

types of problems (2) cultural

(3) linguistic

possible reasons for for- (4) They speak very quickly.

ign students’ difficult R ]
cign students —ditheulty (5) They speak with different accents.

in understanding English

people (6) They use different styles of speech.
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3. " (7) Attend English classes.

. (8) Use a language lab as much as possible.

~ (9) Listen to programs in English on the ra-

advice to students who .

have the above difficulty —

(10) Take_every opportunity to meet and
speak with native English-speaking

people.

1. Directions: Answer the following questions orally. You can either use the
points you have just learned from the lecture, or speak from your own experi-
ences.

1. What kinds of problems will a student have in a foreign culture?
Use the structure: First(ly). ...
Second(ly), ...
Third(ly). ... etc.
2. What can you do to improve your listening comprehension?
(See Tapescript. )

TOTAL SCORE: 20 POINTS

PART B Listen and Relax sosovocnmume s msos memmiss o b e g5
A Song
It’s a Long Way to Tipperary

Directions: Listen to the song ‘It's a Long Way to Tipperary’. Supply the missing
words and sing along.

It’s a long way to Tipperary.
It’s a long way to go.

It’s a long way to Tipperary.
To the sweetest girl | know.

Farewell, Leicester Square!
It’s a fong, long way to Tipperary,




LESSON 1 5

Notes

This is an old Irish song and one of the best known songs of World War 1.
Tipperary /tipareori /: a county in South Ireland

Piccadilly /pikadili /: a big street in downtown London

Leicester /lesta / Square: a district in downtown London

W DN =
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PART C Further Listening swosseswaen

Mini-talk

Directions: You are going to hear a short passage. It will be read just once. Listen
carefully and choose the best answer to each question you hear. (10 points)

At the age of 64 and having only a 1937 diploma from an apprentice training
school, I decided to enroll in a new weekend college program at Findley College in
Ohio — now the University of Findley. The result is I was granted dual B. A.
diplomas in 1985 at the age of 69. My degrees are in business administration and in-
formation systems analysis, which means computers.

My ‘“excuse’ for going to college at that age was to find out what 1 did right in
business for 33 years. The second reason was to prove to myself that I was an ‘A’
student — which I accomplished by making the dean’s list the second semester.

Because the dean of the college knew that I expected to be treated like any
other student, we both laughed about the professor who rushed into the dean’s of-
fice and exclaimed, ‘I have a trustee of the college in my class! What do I do?’
When the dean told me about it, my response was, ‘I hope you told him to fail me
if I didn’t do the work.’ The dean replied, ‘That is exactly what I told him.’

Notes

1. the dean’s list: ERBERANGRMFFEE LR
2. trustee: #H

1. When did the speaker receive his diplomas?
. 1937;1985.
b. 1933;1964.
c. 1937;1980.
d. 1933;1985.
2. The speaker received two B. A. degrees after a five-year study at a college.
What subjects are these degrees in?
a. Computers and Information System.
b. Business Management and Law.

1<~




6 Focus Listening

c. Engineering and Computers.
d. Computers and Business Administration.
3. What was one of the reasons why the speaker went to college?
a. He wanted to prove to himself that he had done right during his long years in
business.
b. He wanted to find out what he had done wrong during his long years in busi-
ness.
¢. He wanted to discover what he had done right during his long years in busi-
ness.
d. He wanted to prove to himself that he had been a very good administrator.
4. Why did the professor feel so nervous when he found the speaker sitting in his
class as one of his students?
a. Because the speaker was quite old and respectable.
b. Because the speaker was a trustee of the college.
c. Because the speaker was already a successful businessman.
d. Because the speaker was a very good administrator of a large company.
5. What is the main lesson to be drawn from the passage?
a. Age does not interfere with learning.
b. It’s never too late to resume education.
. Work experience should be backed up by formal learning.
. Work experience makes study much easier.

[=T N o]

TOTAL SCORE: 10 POINTS




