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The Spring Festival is the lunar Chinese New Year. Every family sets off
firecrackers and puts up couplets on their gates to usher in a happy life in the
coming year.
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Long,long ago,there was a ferocious
demon called nian. It did evil things every-
where.
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The Heavenly God
locked this demon into re-
mote mountains and only
allowed him to go out
once a year.
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Shortly after twelve months had
passed , nian came out of the mountains.
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said that nian was afraid of the re

color , flames,and noises.
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Gathering together, people dis-
cussed how to deal with him. Some
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So people put up red couplets on
their gates, set off firecrackers, and
kept on beating gongs and drums.
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The demon nian trembled with
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ery house rightly lit.
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Nian was terrified. He fled into

the mountains and didn’ t dare to

come out.
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Nian was thus subdued,and the
custom of celebrating the lunar New
Year was passed down from then.
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LLantern Festival ﬂT 5
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The fifteenth day of the first lunar month is the day of the Lantern Festi-
val. This festival dates back over 2,000 years.
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The Jade Emperor in Heaven lived comfortably , but he felt very lonely.
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When he learned that people
on earth lived happily,he got quite
angry.

EF AN L E R, F
C-RE I I

He decided to send the Magic
Goose who could breathe out flames to
burn up the world on the fifteenth day

of the first lunar month.
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A kind-hearted maid of the Heavenly
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Palace went down to the world hurriedly and
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told everybody about the news.
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A clever man got an idea. He

;*"

74 T8
*)

called up his fellow citizens to
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make red lanterns immediately.
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Shortly after it landed on
the earth,and before it got the

chance to start a fire,the Magic
Goose was caught and caged.
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The maid also told people
that once the Magic Goose was
caged, it would no longer be able
to breathe out flames.
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People then lit their lanterns and set off fireworks and firecrackers. When the
Jade Emperor saw the flame, he thought it was the fire set by the Magic Goose,s0
he became very happy.
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In fact, people were holding lanterns to celebrate their victory. Later, when this
day came, every family made lanterns and held them. So the fifteenth day of the
first lunar month became known as the Lantern Festival.
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Dragon Head Festival
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The Dragon Head Festival, celebrated in
rural China, falls on the second day of the
second lunar month. The Chinese proverb “on
the second day of the second lunar month the
dragon raises its head "has a story behind it.
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Long ago,in an ancient time,there was a
drought along the Yellow River that lasted for
three years. All the rivers had dried up and
people suffered a lot.
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There was a mountain called

low River. At the foot of the moun-

tain lived a young couple. The man

was called Qiang Wa and the woman

Long Hua.

HALLH — LA b, LT
A AO,B o] Bk, &80 £

-
Lo

Both Qiang Wa and

T
5
E
g
@
~
3
z
3
o
o
o
Q
—

to look for sources of water

to help their fellow villagers.

An old man told them that

they could find water at the

bottom of the Golden Drag-

on Pond.
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The dove landed on the side of the
pond and turned into an old man with a
white beard. The old man said, “Good
children, hurry to the top of the Dragon

Ax Mountain and try to get the moun-
tain-cutting ax. With this ax you can cut
through the mountain and let in the wa-
ter. ” Having said this, the old man
turned into a cloud of white smoke and
disappeared.
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They didn’t stop digging for
forty-nine days. One day they dug
out a white,round stone from the
earth. With one roll, the stone sud-
denly turned into a white dove and
flew up.
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