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Preface

Throughout the country, the enthusiasm of young

- people and students for language learning is swelling. To

~-give them some help in their studies of English, we have
‘compiled this book, which consists of short English language
“articles and stories. They are designed for middle school
students or people with a similar level of English proﬁcign—
<y i.e. with a vocabulary of 1,500 to 2,000 words.
-... .Ther¢ are, in this book, one hundred" sﬁﬁhmﬁ Hweet
“articles and stories presented in the originaf. YAn‘long them
are legends, e.g. THE CHOICE OF HERCULES; fairy
tales, e.g. THE CITY MOUSE AND THE COUNTRY
"MOUSE, THE THREE WHISHES; interesting’ humour-
ous pieces, ¢.g. COUNTING PIGS, THE KING AND
THE MAGICIAN; writings about notable ‘figuiés, - e.g.
MOZART, THE YOUNG NELSON; non-technical sci-
entific. writings,'e.g. THE TELEPHONE, CHOCOLATE,
PENIGILLIN> writings on foreign customs and habits,
¢.g. HALLOWEEN, A MERRY CHRISTMAS AND A HAP-
PY NEW. YEAR;and selections about biology, geography
and history, ‘e.g. THE BAOBAB TREE, CAMELS, THE
AMERICAN WAR OF INDEPENDENCE, POMPEII,
THE TOWER OF LONDOW.




The stories and articles are arranged in order of dif-
ficulty, beginning with relatively simple selections and
leading to those which are more difficult. Quite a great
number of them are easy to read, and so can be used as
materials for recitation,

To make the stories and articles easier to understand
we have not only provided explanations of new words and
expressions, but have explained explicitly the grammatical
phenomena as well. Examples are given to further enable
readers to both understand the meanings of new words and

. phrases, and to learn to use them correctly. . .. .

All selections contained in this book are .taken from
‘textbooks and students’ readers published recently in Bri-
tain and the U.S.A. The English used is beautifil and idio-
matic and the contents active and informative.
<, Since these stories and articles are widely enjoyed by
Jpost readexs in Britain and the U.S/A,, we hope English
language students in our country will also find them very
interesting and instructive.  Through reading them
students will be able to enlarge their general knowledge
and at the same time greatly improve their English ability.
:,Ccnainly they will become more motivated in their Eng-
lish studies.: , .

Due to our limited ability, inappropriate explanations
and other possible faults are liable to be found in: the book.
We sincerely hope to receive comments and criticisms from

our readers. R
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1. Swimming

When T was a boy, I liked swimming very much O_x_;e
year my two brothers and I spent the sumagg; hohdays
with my uncle and aunt in their house by:thesea.l - It
was only twenty metres from the water? Every day
we put on® our swimming-shorts before breakfast, ran
down to the sea across the sand and jumped in.¢ From
then until late at night® we were in the sea or on thc
beach® most of the time. When our »aupg,rm 4 -bell,
we went back to the house for food?,.but:we ate it in
our swimming-shorts® and were soon back in the sea
again.?

The water was warm, the sun shone every day, and
on most days there were no waves. In the rmddle of
the day a wmd always began to blow, bqt 11; was not
strong and did not make 4he sea roughdt .

Thee times'! during our holidays we had strong
mnd& They ‘blew the sand against our legs®* when we

ran' down to ‘the sea, and made big waves with whlte'_
tops.1*- We Were all Very good swimmers. We leCd’

through th?: wavs or rode towards the W@ 10p qf,
them!¢ untll we were tired and hungry. .
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1. by the sea: 7. by: N, ik 2. 2. It was only
.. the water: {ufi1EFHHMN 20 8, fbib it #§ their house.
water 7K, jt&L the water 83§, 3. put on: F(EOL, #i.

to put on cne’s shoes: .%F L%k, to put on a hat: ¥ LigF.

4. Everyday we ... breakfast, ran ... in: K BE¥, HOTE L
. FIVMAEREY, A E—-B, shorts: 3%, swimming-
shorts: g, across, A1, FIKIE the sand HRAAEIE,
A {ERTE. ), The boy came across the sireet: BT LREE.
5. From then ... at night: WIPREREZIER. HAL until A5,
B, EF g, late at night: 5%, {8E{#H, late in the
afterncon T4 {RUGH, {508, late in the evening: 8§ LiRIER, late
in autumn: %k, 6. in the sea: 7EiHH. on the beach: ¥
L. FEESMNF in 0 oon AP, HKLUF. in the river EE, on
the bank 7E |, 7. we went back to the house for food: Ffl]
EFBBEEZMER. for N, AT o . SHRKIE for food TEHH
VEEWIRIE, 8. but we ate it in our swimming- shorts: {1
FREBRBECERD, in: 30, HAEEER (HLHNX R B B,
#l, a girl in red: —EHLKRIRE L. a boy in a blue jacket:
— BT LARMBH,. a man in army uniform: —AMEHEZY
5 A, a woman in a tight black dress: —{FHBEBAREEREN
A4, 9. were soon ... again: RN EEEE. be back EH¥E, -
8], We were soon back at school: HATRRER]TH#E. - 10. make
the sea rough: Ei¥gE B iE, 11, three times: =R, b4k time
RIERERRE, TR —iks once, K, twice, [UK, four
times ... 12. They blew ... legs: FUEWIKEIRMMOM L, against:
£+37, Wi, . 13 and made ... tops: (FOBETHENE
#. 14, We dived ... of them: MTEMGRHPHD, REFRNE
M. rode: ride MdE, . WAOEE, HCIERE. BT &,

them #g waves.

I



2. The Picnic

It was Sunday and the weather was fine, so Mrs Smlth
said, “Let’s go for a picnic.” “Oh, yes!” said Mary andf
John, her two children. Mr Smith Sald “Yee, let’s go
to the woods® and have our picnic there.” ‘“Good,”
said Mrs Smith. “‘Help me to get the things ready.” “All
nght » said the children. John brought the basket for
the food and the bottles for the water; and Mary brought
a lea_nkei,ﬁ while Mother made the sandwiches? and
Father put water and oil into the car.

Soon everything was ready and they left the house.
They drove along small roadst until they came to the
woods. Mary put the blanket on the ground, John took
the food out of the car, Father made a fire,> and Mother
made tead o

" “Isn’t it beautiful here ?” said Mother. “It’s very
quiet and green. John had a kite, and soon he was
running dcross the grass with it. “Be careful I’ shouted
Mother, ‘but it was too late ! John fell over the basket of
food,® “and everythmg fell ‘out. “Look!” cried Mary.
“TFhere uré ants in the food I” Yes, there were ! There
were hundreds of® them. The blanket was on an ants’
nest e
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1. go for a picnic: ZFR. AN EHE, go for a walk: Lk,
2. the woods, /Nigitk, wood, A,#fK. 3. while Mother ... sand.
wiches: TIEEH=HKECLLER). while: %, BhRIE“T"#.

Mother AERIRTX iy Father), 38T their mother (their
father). 4. They drove along small roads: {lfiTHIZEIE/NRF.
along: M@, #, %, 5. Father made a fire: A03F 4k, made:
make ¥yitksR, 6. Mother made tea: EEME 7. he was ...
with it: {#f B KEEEW FBFFT. 8. John fell ... food: 4%k
BERBE L. 9. hundreds of: WHA, WHEARE, SH%,

hundred YergBf K¥HX, TiH: two hundred, three hundred %
% 10, ants’ nest: BIE,

3. Jim’s Stomach-ache

Jim went to the doctor this morning. He likes apples
very much and yesterday he ate too many green ones,!
so this morning he had a stomach-ache* When he came
to breakfast he was crying. “What’s the matter,? Jim ?”
his mother said. “Why are you crying?” “My stom-
ach hurts, Mother,#” he answered, ‘“You ate too many
apples yesterday,” she said, “and they were green. Go
to Dr. Jones and he will give you some medicine. You
know his house’’ “Yes, Mother. T’ll go in the bus®,
And I don’t want any breakfast now.”

Jim got to Dr. Jones’s house¢ at 9.30, but there were

-!-l-4-m

e,



four other people in the doctor’s waiting-room, so Jim
didn’t see the doctor until about 10 o’clock.” “What’s
the matter with you, young man ?” said Dr. Jones. “I

have a stomach-ache,” said Jim. “Have you eaten any

green apples ?”’ asked the doctor. “Yes, I ate a lot® yes-
terday,” Jim said, and smiled. The doctor smiled tco.

He wrote on a piece of paper? and said, “Take this to a
chemist,® and he will give you some medicine.” Jim
thanked the doctor, went to a chemist and bought the
medicine. His stomach-ache was soon better.!!

(ER] T
1. green ones: HIF, green: LHE, FHY, HAEEE, £, A&
(HOKY, ones fXiF, B LXK apples, LIKESE, 2. he hada
s:tomgch-ache: BB (BET. 3. What's the matter?: E4MH7? H
TH 482 B, What's the matter? You look pale: fRBBEEHA,
,’5(4']’1 4. My stomach hurts, Mother: 13, BEAGE RBTF
. IMiMOﬁlel' RHIE, HEEAE, hurts: REWEHE, 1E4%"
M. 5. I'llgoin the bus: RMANEH, REEATER the
IR B—MFEFHER Pl go by bus. Rj5EiF. 6. Dr. Jones’s
house:, ﬁmﬁﬁiﬁﬂjﬁ}.&ﬁ?ﬁ@ﬁ] Jones B RERIERIEMRE,
Joncs's['d;ou.nzzz], LA James’s ['dseimziz], Hans’s ['hanziz],
7. So Jim didn’t see the doctor until about 10 o'clock, HHEHE
HETREEEABIEL. not ... until o REH|eorefoor o BB
BOnRMESAR AN R BTN E, UBEE w0, A,
Hedid not go to bed until eleven. fhE]+— &4 EBE. Idid not leave
until he came. EHHRFTA B, 8. a lot: %%, Kig. 9. a




