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Foreword
to the Law
Student

According to England’s King George 111, a lawyer is not a person who
knows the law, but one who knows where to find it. This is not entirely
so, but let us assume for the moment that it is. The lawyer finds the law
principally in books housed in law libraries, so that a lawyer and a law
library are inseparable.

Law books, as you may have already observed, are as multitudinous as
they are voluminous. Their contents are revealed in still another volu-
minous host of specialized books of index, which the lawyer consults
regularly in attempting to find the law. Once the search has succeeded,
another function of the lawyer can be performed; namely, evaluating
the law and utilizing the conclusions in counseling clients and per-
suading courts. Hence, the well-equipped lawyer is one who, above all,
is thoroughly familiar with the tools of the profession and thus garners a
priceless advantage over a colleague less well equipped.

What is true of the lawyer in this respect is even more so of the law
student. The first year of law school is a strange world. However much
or little reading was done during undergraduate days, the element of
choice is removed in law school. The student must live with a high, wide
and sometimes frightening mountain of reading materials. At first they
may seem to be put together in such an illogical manner as to defy
successful attack. But the lawyer’s very necessity of finding the law has
brought order out of this seeming chaos by calling forth from the
publishers the guides, indexes and other means of approach to the law
not found so abundantly in any other literature.

It is the function of courses in the use of law books to acquaint law
students, as embryonic lawyers, with the tools of their professions. As
such, these courses truly epitomize the “bread and butter” approach in
the law school curriculum.



Preface
to the Fourth
Edition

The authors of this edition have endeavored not only to update the
material but to expand the coverage and to provide greater clarity by
reorganizing and rewriting various parts of the text. Miles O. Price
remains very much a part of this publication.

Five new chapters have been added and one has been divided into
two. The five new ones are on Australian Materials, New Zealand
Materials, South African Materials, International Law, and Auto-
mated Legal Research. The former chapter on English and Canadian
Materials is now divided into two separate chapters, United Kingdom
Materials and Canadian Materials. Appendix III, Abbreviations, has
been made more definitive with substantial additions to the list.

The authors wish to express their special appreciation to the follow-
ing individuals for their important contributions to the fourth edition:
Professor Albert P. Blaustein, Dale Alan Diefenbach, Dorothy Dro-
pick, Mary Fisher, Judith Lahey, Marlene McGuirl, William
Matthews, Robert Oakley, Meira G. Pimsleur, Nicholas Triffin, and
Ruth Van Demark. Special acknowledgment is made to our families
and our library staffs for their patience and support. We also wish to
acknowledge our indebtedness to many individuals for their contribu-
tion to the previous editions.

We wish to thank the following publishers for permission to use
materials from their publications: William G. Brown, Government
Printer, Perth, Western Australia; Butterworth & Co. of Australia, of
Canada, of Great Britain, and of New Zealand; Canada Law Book
Co.; The Carswell Co.; Commerce Clearing House, Inc.; Mrs. Mary
Price Franco; The Law Book Co., Australia; Lawyers Co-operative
Publishing Co.; Mead Data Central; Queen’s Printer for Canada;
Shepard’s Citations, Inc.; Sweet & Maxwell, Ltd.; West Publishing
Co.; and H. W. Wilson Co.

Harry Bitner
Shirley Raissi Bysiewicz



A Note
on Exhibits
in the Text

Exhibits 25, 28, 29, 30, 31, 49, 50, and 55 are reproduced with the
permission of the copyright owners, Lawyers Co-operative Publishing
Company. Exhibits 64, 65, and 66: INDEX TO LEGAL PERIODI-
CALS © 1973, 1974, 1975, 1976, 1977 by The H. W. Wilson Company;
material produced by permission of the publisher. Exhibits 68, 69, 70,
71, 73, and 74 are reproduced with permission from STANDARD
FEDERAL TAX REPORTS, published and copyrighted by Com-
merce Clearing House, Inc., Chicago, Illinois. Exhibits 75-79 inclu-
sive and 83-84 are reproduced through the courtesy of Butterworth &
Co. Exhibits 80, 81, and 82 are reproduced by permission of Sweet &
Maxwell Ltd., Associated Book Publishers Ltd., London, England.
Exhibits 90, 91, 92, 93, and 94 are reproduced by permission of The
Carswell Company, Agincourt, Ontario, Canada. Exhibit 95 is
reprinted by permission of the publisher, Canada Law Book Limited,
80 Cowdray Court, Agincourt, Ontario, Canada. Exhibits 85-89
inclusive are reproduced by permission of the Queen’s Printer for
Canada © Imprimeur de la Reine pour le Canada, Ottawa, 1976, and
the Minister of Supply and Services Canada. Exhibits 98 and 99,
from the Statutes of the Western Australian Index relating to the
Mining Act, Mining Development Act and Mining Act Regulations,
are reproduced by permission of the Government Printer of Western
Australia. Exhibit 111 © 1977 by Albert Blaustein, Julius Blumberg,
Inc., NYC 10013. Reproduced by permission of copyright holders.
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