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Preface

Once again the advance of scholarly literature, the encouraging comments of in-
structors and students in history, political science, and international relations, and
the passage of time have prompted us to revise American Foreign Relations. As before,
in this fifth edition we engage influential approaches and interpretations, especially
those articulated by younger scholars. We seek to explain foreign relations in the
broadest manner as the many ways that peoples, organizations, states, and systems
interact—economic, cultural, strategic, environmental, political, and more.

We continue to emphasize the theme of expansionism, explaining its many man-
ifestations. We also show that on almost every issue in the history of American for-
eign relations, alternative voices unfailingly sounded among and against official poli-
cymakers. Americans have always debated their place in the world, their wars, their
overseas commitments, and the status of their principles and power, and they have al-
ways debated the people of other nations about the spread of U.S. influence. We try
to capture with vivid description and quotation the drama of the many debates.

A historical overview such as this one necessarily draws on the copious work
of scholars in the United States and abroad. Their expertise informs this book
throughout and helps lend it the authority instructors and students expect. Our
“Further Reading” and “Notes” sections are one way to thank them for their
books, articles, and conference papers. We have also appreciated their recommen-
dations for text revisions and their suggestions for teaching the courses for which
this book is intended. We thank them, too, for challenging us to consider the many
different approaches and theories that have commanded attention in this field:
world systems, corporatism, dependency, culture, psychology and personality,
medical biography, lessons from the past (“thinking in time”), bureaucratic politics,
public opinion, executive-legislative competition, gender, national security and
power, impact on recipients of foreign aid, the natural environment, and ideology
among them. This book also presents the findings of our own ongoing archival re-
search and writing as we discover and rediscover the past.

The traditional topics of diplomacy, war, economic intercourse, and politics
remain central to our presentation of the foreign-relations story, but we have made
this edition more comprehensive by extending our discussion of the cultural di-
mensions of foreign relations: race-based and gender-based images of other peo-
ples that condition the decisionmaking environment; the proliferation abroad of
American mass culture (such as films and sports); the foreign response to
“Americanization”; travel and tourism that help create a pool of knowledge about
foreign places that promotes an expansionist consciousness; and “public diplo-
macy”—the presentation of a positive image of the United States abroad through
propaganda, radio and television, and trade fairs. We have also expanded our cov-
erage of relations with Native Americans and the frontier experience in the eigh-
teenth and nineteenth centuries. Issues that spring from human interaction with
the natural environment and the international conferences convened to deal with
damage to the environment also receive more space in this edition. The post-Cold
War declassification of documents in foreign archives—Russian, East German,
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Cuban, and Chinese among them—has helped us rewrite our treatment of the
Korean War, Sino-American relations, the Cuban missile crisis, and the failure of
détente in the 1970s. Because scholars have increasingly explored medical health
as a factor in decisionmaking, we have integrated this subject—as in the lives of
Woodrow Wilson, Franklin D. Roosevelt, John F. Kennedy, and R onald Reagan.

In preparing this edition, we once again immersed ourselves in the memoirs, di-
aries, letters, speeches, recorded tapes, and oral histories of U.S. and international
leaders. We often let them speak for themselves in the frankest terms, guarded and
unguarded. We have sought to capture their anger and their humor, their coopera-
tion and their competitiveness, their truths and their lies, their moments of doubt and
times of confidence, their triumphs and setbacks. American Foreign Relations, in short,
strives to capture the erratic pulse of international relations through peoples’ struggles
to plan, decide, and administer. We study not only the leaders who made influential
decisions, but also the world’s peoples who welcomed, resisted, or endured the deci-
sions that profoundly influenced their lives. In this regard, we have drawn on the
growing scholarship that studies non-state actors, including peace groups, African
Americans, and international bodies such as the World Health Organization.

BEach chapter opens with a significant and dramatic event—a “Diplomatic
Crossroad”—that helps illustrate the chief characteristics and issues of the era. The in-
troductory and concluding sections of each chapter set the themes. Illustrations from
collections around the world—many of them new to this edition—are closely tied to
the narrative in image and caption description. The revised maps, graphs, and “Makers
of American Foreign Relations” tables in each chapter provide essential information.
The updated chapter bibliographies guide further reading and serve as a starting point
for term or research papers. The “General Bibliography” at the end of the book is also
a place to begin research or seek more information. The “General Bibliography” con-
sists of three parts: first, general reference works, such as biographical dictionaries, at-
lases, statistics, encyclopedias, and bibliographies; second, overviews of U.S. relations
with countries and regions, from Afghanistan to Zimbabwe; and, third, overviews of
subjects, such as Air Force and air power, CIA and covert action, Congress, cultural
relations, ethnic conflict, human rights, isolationism, Manifest Destiny, Monroe
Doctrine, oil, refugees, slave trade and slavery, terrorism, and United Nations.

In the late 1970s, the People’s Republic of China adopted a new system for
rendering Chinese phonetic characters into the Roman alphabet. Called the Pinyin
method, it replaced the Wade-Giles technique, which had long been used in
English. Use of the Pinyin method is now common, and we use it in American
Foreign Relations. Many changes are minor—Shantung has become Shandong and
Mao Tse-tung has become Mao Zedong, for example. But when we have a possi-
bly confusing Pinyin spelling, we have placed the Wade-Giles spelling in parenthe-
ses—for example, Beijing (Peking) or Jiang Jieshi (Chiang Kai-shek).

Instructors and students interested in the study of foreign-relations history are
invited to join the Society for Historians of American Foreign Relations (SHAFR).
This organization publishes a superb journal, Diplomatic History, and a newsletter;
offers book, article, and lecture prizes and dissertation research grants; and holds an
annual conference where scholars present their views and research results. Dues are
very reasonable. For information, contact the SHAFR Business Office, Department
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of History, Wright State University, Dayton, OH 45435, or see SHAFR’s web site
at www.ohiou.edu/~shafr/shafr. htm. At this home page you will also find links to
other sites related to American foreign relations.

Another informative web site is H-Diplo: Diplomatic History, found at www.h-
net.msu.edu/~diplo. Besides presenting provocative online discussions on foreign-re-
lations history, this site also provides research and bibliographic aids and an extensive
list of links to other useful resources, including journals, newspapers, archives and pres-
idential libraries, research organizations such as the National Security Archive, and
government agencies such as the Central Intelligence Agency and Department of State.

Many colleagues, friends, students, and editors contributed to this edition of
American Foreign Relations by providing research leads, correction of errors, reviews of
the text, library searches, documents and essays, and editorial assistance. We give our
heartiest thanks to John Bumns, Alejandro Corbacho, Frank Costigliola, Michael
Donoghue, Elizabeth Mahan, Elizabeth McKillen, Dennis Merrill, Marc O’Reilly,
Chester Pach, Kenneth E. Shewmaker, Mark A. Stoler, Thomas Walker, Woang Li, and
Imanuel Wexler. Jake Kawatski expertly prepared the comprehensive index. Houghton
Mifflin’s talented team merits the highest of praise: Jean L. Woy, editor-in-chief; Leah
Strauss, associate editor; Aileen Mason, project editor; Jodi O’Rourke, production/de-
sign coordinator; Andrea Wagner, manufacturing coordinator; Pembroke Herbert,
photo researcher; Patricia Herbst, copyeditor; and Deborah Karacozian, proofreader.

We are also eager to thank the many people who helped us in previous edi-
tions: Philip J. Avillo, Jr., Richard Baker, Ann Balcolm, Michael A. Barnhart,
Kenneth J. Blume, Robert Beisner, R. Christian Berg, Richard Bradford, Kinley J.
Brauer, Richard Dean Burns, Charles Conrad Campbell, Chen Jian, John Coogan,
Carol Davidge, Mark Del Vecchio, Ralph Di Carpio, Justus Doenecke, Xavier
Franco, Irwin Gellman, Paul Goodwin, James Gormly, Eric Hafter, Hope M.
Harrison, Alan Henrikson, Gregg Herken, George Herring, Ted Hitchcock, Joan
Hoff, Reginald Horsman, Michael Hunt, Edythe Izard, Holly Izard, Richard Izard,
Leith Johnson, Burton Kaufman, Melville T. Kennedy, Jr., Thomas Lairson, Lester
Langley, Thomas M. Leonard, Li Yan, Terrence J. Lindell, Martha McCoy, David
McFadden, Charles McGraw, Matt McMahon, Robert McMahon, Shane
Maddock, Elizabeth Mahan, Paul Manning, Herman Mast, Dennis Merrill, Jean-
Donald Miller, Carl Murdock, Brian Murphy, R. Kent Newmyer, Arnold Offner,
John Offner, Jerry Padula, Carol Petillo, David Pletcher, Salvadore Prisco, Stephen
G. Rabe, Carol S. Repass, Wayne Repeta, Barney J. Rickman III, Michael R oskin,
John Rourke, Kent M. Schofield, David Sheinin, Anna Lou Smethurst, Elbert B.
Smith, Thomas G. Smith, Kenneth R. Stevens, Mark A. Stoler, William W.
Stueck, Jr., Duane Tananbaum, George Turner, Jonathan G. Utley, Wang Li,
Kathryn Weathersby, Ralph E. Weber, Edmund S. Wehrle, Lawrence Wittner, Sol
Woolman, and Thomas Zoumaras.

We welcome comments and suggestions from students and instructors.
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