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Chapter One

Inspector Holt looked at the Chinese necklace in
his hand. ‘‘It’s like the real thing,’’ he said.

“It’s like 1t,”’ sald James Parker, ‘‘but it’s not
the same. The real one is 300 years old. It was the
necklace of the Empress Wu.”’ S :

‘““Where is the real one?’’ asked Holt.

““Kiang Li has the real one. You must find
him, Inspector, and get it back.”’

“Who 1s Kiang Li? Tell me all about it.”’

““Of course. Please sit down.”’

They were in a big room with many beautiful
things in it. James Parker was very rich.

‘“A man came here on Monday morning,’’ said
Parker. ‘‘He said, ‘My name is Kiang Li’. I know -
that name. Kiang Li is a buyer in Hong Kong.”’

‘““What was he like?’’ asked Holt.

‘“‘He was a tall man in Chinese clothes. He
said, ‘Please can I see the necklace of the Empress
Wu?’. I said, ‘Of course’. He looked at it for
some time. ‘It’s very beautiful,’” he said, ‘Can I
buy it?’. I said, ‘I’m sorry. I don’t want to sell it’.
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“It’s very beautiful,’’ he said. ““Can I buy it?”’



He was sad about that. He put the necklace back
in its box. Then he went away.””

““And the necklace?”’

““This morning I opened the box and looked at
the necklace again. It was not the real one!”’

““Do you think Kiang Li changed this necklace
for the real one?’’ asked Holt.

‘““‘Perhaps,’” said Parker. ‘‘But how can that
be? A man like Kiang Li? People say he is a very
good man.’’

““But was it the real Kiang Li?’’ asked Holt.
“How do you know?”’

““That’s a good question!’’ said Parker. ‘I

don’t know!”’

That afternoon Holt telephoned to London
airport, and he asked about Kiang Li.

““I see the name here,’”’ said the man at the
airport. ‘‘He went to Hong Kong on Monday.”’

“Which plane?”’

“BA 003.”

““Thank you,’’ said Holt.

He telephoned the police in Hong Kong.

‘““Inspector Chan,’’ said the man in Hong
Kong.

Holt went through the story of the necklace,
then he asked, ‘‘Can you find Kiang Li?”’

In the morning Inspector Chan telephoned

Holt.
““Kiang Li came into Hong Kong on the BA
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003 on Tuesday,’’ he said, ‘‘but we can’t find
him now. He has a daughter, Mei Ling. And a
man called Ah Fong works at his house, but
they’re not there now. Not one of them.”’

‘““What are you going to do now?’’ asked Holt’s
friend, Bill Ojo.

“I’m going to Hong Kong,’’ said Holt.

““That’s a long way from England! Do you
speak Chinese?’’

““No, I don’t. But I must find the necklace of
the Empress Wu.”’

““There are lots of Chinese necklaces in Hong
Kong,’’ said Bill. ‘““How can you find that one?”’

““It’s like this one!’’ said Holt. He handed Bill a
green necklace. ‘“The man changed this necklace
for the real one.”’

Chapter Two

A plane from London landed at Hong Kong
airport. Holt was one of the people on it. He went
to a hotel that night.

In the morning a young policeman came to the
hotel. ‘‘Are you Inspector Holt?’’ he asked.
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““That’s me,’’ said Holt.
‘““How do you do,’’ said the young man. ‘‘I’'m
Inspector Chan.”’
Chan was small for a policeman, but Holt was
happy to see him. ‘““How do you do,’’ he said.
““Where do you want to go?’’ asked Chan.
“To Kiang Li’s house.’’
They went 1n a police car to a big house on a
hill.
““There were no people here yesterday,
Chan.
‘They went to the front door — and it opened. A
man In a white coat was there.
““Who are you? What do you want?’’ he asked
in English.
““We’re police,”’ said Chan. ‘“We want to talk
to Kiang Li.”’ |
‘““He’s not at home. He went away last week
with his daughter.”’
““Where are they now?’’ asked Holt.
“I don’t know.”’
“What is your name?’’
‘““Ah Fong.”’
“You weren’t here yesterday,’’ said Chan, ‘‘or
the day before.”’
“‘I went away too,’’ said Ah Fong. ‘I went to
my family’s house. I came back last night.”’
“When is Kiang Li coming back?”’
““I don’t know.”’
Holt and Chan asked more questions but they

)

said
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learned nothing. They went back to their car.

““Not much help from him,V said Chan.

“I don’t like Ah 'Fong,” said Holt. ‘‘Perhaps
he knows more about this. Drive down the road
and then stop the car.”

Chan stopped the car half a mile away. Then
they walked back to Kiang Li’s house.

““Go slowly,”” said Holt. ‘““Ah Fong must not
see us. We’re going to look and listen.”’

It was 10 o’clock. At 11 o’clock a big black car
came down the road. It stopped by the house.

““That car comes from the Chinese Embassy,’’
said Chan.

A small man in blue clothes went to the house.
Ah Fong opened the door and they talked in
Chinese.

““What are they saying?’’ asked Holt.

““The small man asks, ‘Is Kiang L1 at home?’.
Ah Fong says, ‘Yes, he 1s’.”’

““Ah!”’ said Holt.

““The small man says, ‘I am Ho Sung, from
Peking. Tell Kiang L1’."’

Ho Sung went into the house and the door
closed.

““This way, Chan,’’ said Holt.

They went round to the back of the house. One
of the windows was open, and Holt and Chan
looked into the room.

Ho Sung was in the room. With him was a tall
man in rich clothes.
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““What are they saying, '’ asked Holt.



““That tall man is like an old-time Chinese
Mandarin,’’ said Holt. “‘Is he Kiang Li?”’

““No, he isn’t,”” said Chan. ‘““Kiang Li 1s a
short man.”’

““‘Look at that!”’ said Holt.

The Mandarin had a green necklace in his
hand. It was the necklace of the Empress Wu.

Chapter Three

The two men in the room talked Chinese. Chan
listened.

‘““Ho Sung thinks the Mandarin is Kiang Li,”" -
said Chan. ‘“Ho Sung wants to buy the necklace.
The Mandarin says, ‘You can have it for
$1,000,000°’. Ho says, ‘I can give you half a

million’.”’

There was a lot more talk.

‘““Now the Mandarin says $750,000,”" said
Chan. ‘““Ho Sung says ‘Yes. I can come here
tomorrow with the money’. The Mandarin says,
‘All right’.”’

Holt looked through the window again. Ho
Sung and the Mandarin went out of the room.
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The necklace was in a box on a table.

““Go round to the front of the house,’”’ said
Holt. ‘‘Perhaps Ho is going back to his car.”

Chan went round the house.

After a short time the Mandarin came back into
the room. Holt was by the table with the necklace
in his hand.

““Give me that necklace!’’ said the Mandarin.

““No,”” said Holt. “‘I’m taking it back.’’ He put
the necklace in its box.

‘““Ah Fong! Su Wing!"’ said the Mandarin.

The two men came into the room. Holt backed
away but they came after him. The fight was
short. One man had Holt’s arms and one had his
legs. Then he was on the floor with the two men
on top of him. Ah Fong had a knife in his hand.

The Mandarin said something to Ah Fong in
Chinese. Then he went out of the room with the
necklace in its box.

““Goodbye, Inspector,’’ said Ah Fong. ‘“‘Now
you are going to die!”’

The knife was under Holt’s nose.

Then a small man came into the room very
fast. It was Chan. He put an arm round Ah Fong.
The knife went up in the air. Ah Fong went up
after it, and his feet went over his head. He
landed on the floor on his back.

Su Wing jumped to his feet but Chan was ready
for him. Su Wing went over Chan’s head and he
landed on his back too.

]
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““Goodbye Inspector,’’ said Ah Fong. ‘‘Now you are going to die!’’



The knife went up in the air. Ah Fong went up after it.



Then Ah Fong went out of the door fast, with
Su Wing after him.

Chan helped Holt to his feet. ‘‘Are you all
right?’’ he asked.

Holt looked at the little policeman. ‘‘How do
you fight like that?”’

““That’s the Chinese way,”’ said Chan. ‘Do
you like it?”’ :

“I love it!”’ said Holt.

They went out of the house. A white car was on
its way down the road. The Mandarin and his
men were in it.

Chapter Four

That afternoon Holt and . €han went to the
Chinese Embassy. They asked for Ho Sung.

He was in his room. ‘‘Good morning,’’ he said
in English.

““This is Inspector Holt,”’ said Chan. ‘“‘He is
from England. I am Inspector Chan.”’

‘‘Please sit down,’”’ said Ho. ‘“Why do you
want to see me?’’

““Tell us about the necklace of the Empress
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