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Preface

The field of learning disabilities continues to be a dynamic discipline, respon-
sive to advances in education and changes in society. The fourth edition of
Learning Disabilities: Theories, Diagnosis, and Teaching Strategies reflects
these advances and changes.

Children and youth who are destined to become educational discards
unless their learning disabilities are recognized and treated are likely to be
found in any classroom. The condition of learning disabilities is perplexing:
although such students are not blind, many do not see as normal students do;
although they are not deaf, many do not listen or hear normally; although they
are not retarded in mental development, they do not learn. Many of these
students exhibit other behavior characteristics that make them disruptive in
the classroom and at home. Such individuals are the concern of this book.

Audience and Purpose

Learning Disabilities: Theories, Diagnosis, and Teaching Strategies is an in-
troductory text, written for both undergraduate and graduate students who
are taking a first course in learning disabilities. It is designed to provide a
broad view of the field of learning disabilities for present and future special
teachers, school psychologists, administrators, language pathologists, coun-
selors, and other professionals preparing to work with the learning-disabled
individual. This book is also intended for both preservice and inservice regu-
lar classroom teachers who are often responsible for teaching learning-
disabled students mainstreamed in their classrooms. In addition, the text can
serve parents seeking necessary background information to better under-
stand the problems their children face.

The approach of the book is eclectic so that readers may gain a com-
prehensive overview of this complex subject. Teachers need to understand
the diverse theoretical approaches to the field; have knowledge of assessment
procedures; possess skill in the art of clinical teaching; and develop familiar-
ity with teaching techniques and materials. This book deals with each of these
essential areas.

Revisions in This Edition

Up-to-date information and coverage of new issues and topics is contained in
this thoroughly revised text. Many chapters including those on early child-
hood, adolescents and adults, reading, math, and social disabilities have been
completely rewritten to make them current and to reflect the latest research.
In addition, treatment of preschool, adolescent, and adult populations is now
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xii Preface

positioned centrally in the text and referred to, when appropriate, through-
out the entire book.

The revision also includes sections on microcomputer uses in learning
disabilities and new ideas and approaches being used with learning-disabled
students, such as metacognitive learning strategies and Feuerstein's Instru-
mental Enrichment. Many short “Case Examples” are provided to illustrate
major points, and two longer extended “Case Studies” are presented to offer
practical applications of the theories and procedures. The text strives to
provide a fair and clear explanation of new and controversial issues in the
field, such as eligibility criteria, increasing prevalence rates, ecological sys-
tems, and diverse theories of assessment and intervention. Finally, a greatly
expanded art program offers thirtyv new photographs that serve to illustrate
aspects of learning disabilities instruction.

Coverage and Features

This book is organized into four major sections. Part One is an overview of
learning disabilities and includes important features of PL 94-142. Chapter 1
presents learning disabilities as a field in transition. Chapter 2 looks at the
field’s historical perspectives and emerging directions.

Part Two deals with the assessment-teaching process. Assessment and
clinical teaching are viewed as interrelated parts of a continuous process of
trying to understand students and to help them learn. Assessment is dis-
cussed in Chapter 3, with special emphasis on the development of the indi-
vidualized education program (IEP). Chapter 4 examines clinical teaching
and elements that make teaching successful. In Chapter 5, the various systems
for delivering education services are discussed.

Part Three deals with theoretical issues and expanding directions. Chap-
ter 6 examines basic theories of learning disabilities. Chapter 7 discusses
medical aspects of research, assessment, and treatment. In Chapter 8, the
specific problems of the high-risk preschooler are examined. In the last
chapter in this Part, Chapter 9, the focus is on the learning-disabled adoles-
cent and adult.

Part Four bridges the gap from theories to teaching strategies, dealing
with the heart of the problem—teaching learning-disabled children and
youth. The chapters are organized by academic areas. Each chapter has two
sections: the first section explains the theoretical framework for teaching that
particular content area; the second section offers teachers practical sugges-
tions and methods. Chapter 10 discusses problems in motor and perceptual
development. Chapter 11 looks at oral language, specifically listening and
speaking. Chapter 12 analyzes the area of reading—both reading skills and
reading comprehension. Chapter 13 reviews written language, including
handwriting, spelling, and written expression. Chapter 14 analyzes disorders
in mathematics—concepts, skills, and problem solving. Chapter 15 discusses
social and emotional implications of learning disabilities.
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In order to make this text easy to study and more appealing to use, the
following features have been included:

Chapter Outlines for each chapter present the major headings and provide a
handy checklist or organizational aid for students to use in learning chapter
material.

Introductions to each chapter offer an overview of the chapter’s contents and
give students a framework into which they can fit new ideas.

Summaries conclude each chapter and highlight, in a clear point-by-point
format, the major ideas presented in the chapter.

Key Terms, which follow each chapter, list the most important terminology
and provide an opportunity for students to review their knowledge of key
chapter concepts.

Case Examples, short illustrative vignettes and discussions, are interspersed
throughout all chapters to demonstrate real-life situations.

Case Studies are included to provide longer more comprehensive cases and
are designed to show practical applications.

Appendixes contain useful information for teachers. Appendix A is an ex-
tended Case Study. Appendix B consists of a phonics quiz and a brief review
of important phonics generalizations. Appendix C is a listing and brief de-
scription of commonly used tests. Appendix D contains a listing of pub-
lishers’ addresses. Appendix E is a glossary of important terms.

Study Guide with Cases

The Study Guide with Cases that accompanies this text is a supplementary
manual designed to help students learn the content and concepts presented
in this textbook. It provides practice in using the field’s important specialized
vocabulary and in understanding key concepts and systems. It also provides
applications of ideas, brief quizzes for review, and illustrative case studies.

Each chapter is divided into seven parts: (1) Objectives, major goals of the
chapter; (2) Terms You Should Know, a series of key vocabulary terms and
definitions for students to match; (3) Key Points, questions about the key
ideas of the chapter; (4) Seeing the System, questions related to tables and
drawings presented in the text; (5) Application and Synthesis, open ended
activities, discussions, and debate questions; (6) Rapid Review Questions, a
multiple choice quiz on the chapter; and (7) a Case Study, a brief case that
illustrates a topic in the chapter, with accompanying questions.

The final section of the Study Guide with Cases contains answers to the
questions of each chapter.
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