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Preface

When we began this project, the immediate question we faced was: Does the
world really need another international relations textbook, given the many
books already available on this subject? We answered in the affirmative,
convinced that we could write a book that would be somewhat distinctive in
content as well as style. In particular, we were seeking to write a book that
would somehow appeal to beginning students—its primary audience—as well
as to more knowledgeable readers, a book that would combine in a balanced
fashion the traditional as well as the new approaches to the study of interna-
tional relations. We believe we succeeded in this goal, but we will let the
reader be the judge.

In terms of content, we have tried to give comprehensive coverage to the
major topics in the field. The general theme of the book can be summarized as
the need for scholars, policymakers, and laymen to take into account the
complex variety of relationships that exist today—among more than 5 billion
people, 160 countries (nation-states), and 4000 international organizations—
in order to understand the ‘“global condition’” in the late twentieth century and
to make intelligent judgments about international affairs. Although nation-
states remain the key actors in the arena of world politics, and national
security the fundamental concern, other actors and issues are competing for
attention, with these forces containing the seeds of both increased conflict and
increased cooperation among peoples. The organization of the text carefully
reflects this theme. Part I introduces international relations as a field of study
and provides historical background for contemporary world politics. Part II
focuses on states as actors and examines the determinants of foreign policy,
international bargaining and diplomacy, and war. Part III focuses on interna-
tional institutions, including international law and international organiza-
tions. Part IV examines the congeries of forces involved in global problem
solving, with separate chapters devoted to arms races, terrorism, coordination
of the world economy, economic development, and the management of re-
newable and nonrenewable resources. Part V contains a concluding chapter
that looks to the future—the year 2000 and beyond—and offers an analysis of
alternative world order models.

In terms of style, we have sought to combine high scholarly standards with
readability. The text discusses the latest theoretical ideas and research findings
in a lively, readable manner—complete with photographs, cartoons, tables,
graphs, case studies, and vignettes. We feel that these “‘supplementary’”’ mate-
rials have not in any way compromised academic integrity but instead have
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added another dimension to the text. For the beginning student, we have
employed several pedagogical aids, including a summary of important points
and suggested readings at the end of each chapter, and a glossary of terms. For
the more scholarly reader, a notes section is provided at the end of the book.

Admittedly, it is often difficult to find a lighter side to a world in which
several million people lack access to drinkable water, and in which the stock-
pile of nuclear weapons amounts to roughly fifteen tons of TNT for every man,
woman, and child on earth. Notwithstanding the cartoons and sidelights, the
reader will find that the authors consider international relations a deadly
serious subject—a subject where the ability to develop and communicate
sound knowledge will have much bearing on humanity’s future prospects for
survival and prosperity. We hope this book makes at least some small contri-
bution in this regard.

It should be added that much has happened since the publication of the
second edition of the text. As General Colin Powell, Chairman of the Joint
Chiefs of Staff of the United States, commented in 1989—reflecting on the
dismantling of the Berlin Wall and other shattering events at the time—*the
future ain’t what it used to be.” The third edition, aside from incorporating
substantial updating of textual material, figures, and tables, aims to capture
the mounting turbulence and complexity surrounding international relations
in the last decade of the twentieth century. Taking into account the latest
developments, this edition shows how the trends discussed in the earlier
editions are becoming even more pronounced and accelerated, including the
growing diffusion and ambiguity of power, the growing fluidity of alignments,
ever more intricate patterns of interdependence associated with an expanding
agenda of concerns, and the growing role of nonstate actors and the increasing
linkages between subnational, transnational, governmental, and intergovern-
mental levels of activity. In short, the revised edition attempts to come to grips
with the major dramas now being played out between the forces of globalism
and regionalism, nationalism and transnationalism, security and welfare, and
order and change.

On the subject of order and change, the authors recognize that many of the
happenings which occasioned euphoria at the outset of the 1990s—particu-
larly the democratization movements in Eastern Europe and elsewhere and the
“‘breaking out’’ of peace in various parts of the world—remain fragile develop-
ments capable of being reversed or evolving in a manner that could replace the
remnants of the familiar, established postwar order anchored in the American-
Soviet rivalry with a new, perhaps even more unstable, world order. (As we
went to press, the coup attempt against Soviet leader Mikhail Gorbachev was a
reminder of the volatility of the international environment.) The book puts
all this into a larger context, tracing the roots of the current global condi-
tion and projecting where humanity seems to be heading as the postwar era
passes into history and we wait for the next century (and millennium) to
arrive.
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