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1. Grand Royal Palace The palace is the centre of Bangkok as well as of
the state of Thailand, and within it, the shining golden Phrakeo Temple, the
centripetal point of authority, bestows blessings on both the royal family
and the state.



2. Lak Muang (The City Pillar) This phallic symbol is worshipped for happi-
ness and fortune in Thai folk religion, and has represented the land
guardian of Bangkok since the city’s construction.



3. The Freeing of Birds This practice is believed to be merit-making. In the
precinct of the City Pillar Shrine people buy a bird, and free it from a cage
to pray for their happiness and fertility.

4. The Hall of Chethupon Temple Buddhism is still the foundation of the
cosmology which possesses even the young. This temple also is a treasury
of Thai fine arts that are delicate and beautiful.



6. The Precinct of
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The Precinct of Mahatat
Temple (1) This tem-
ple is in a different prov-
ince from the secular
world. In the sinking
sunlight, the monks
walk about talking to
each other as tranquility
dominates the atmos-
phere.

Mahatat Temple (2) This precinct is also a place of

pleasure. Many sell talismans for protection, entertain themselves and chat

with friends, and fortune tellers thrive.



7. Mahachai Road The remains of the old stronghold and the city wall
represent the boundary of Bangkok before the mid-nineteenth century.
Golden Mountain behind them is a landmark located just outside the city.

8. The Precinct of Pathum
Khongka Temple This
temple is located at the
southern edge of
Sampeng, a periphery of
Bangkok before the
mid-nineteenth century,
and the big stone shown
was a scaffold for the
nobility.




9. The Canal in Thon Buri This canal is not only for transportation, but is
still for a way ()1 life. Almost all houses face the canal and familiar itinerant
tradespeople visit by paddling boat. Bathing is also done here.

10. Asadan Road The Road. running parallel to Lot Canal, is one of the old
roads in Bangkok. The buildings constructed in pre-War times retain their
old appearances and represent the European influence on the modernisation
of Thai societv.



11. Sampeng The quarter is full of chaotic energy, dealing in both retail and
wholesale commercial transactions, frequently through one or another

Chinese dialect. Narrow streets and lanes constitute an attractive labyrinth
on a human scale.

12. Yawarat

The area is inseparably adjacent to Sampeng, and also a trade
centre, especially in gold ornament transactions. They have something

above the economic value so as to fascinate people now as well as in olden
davs.



13. A Lane There are lots of stalls selling food to passers-by along both lanes
and streets, and almost all are very cheap, the “eating paradise” that is one
of the great pleasures of the residents in Bangkok.
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14. A Department Store A food corner in a department store is an extension
of food stalls along the streets and lanes. Here, people, especially the young,
enjoy modern fast food and traditional Thai.



15. Silom Road This road is a modern business centre quite different from
Sampeng and Yawarat. Businesses including banks have their headquarters
here, and competitively construct conspicuously huge buildings.
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16. Khlong Toei The area is located at Bangkok Port and is known for its
shanty houses. But the inhabitants’ labour force has greatly contributed to
the Bangkok economic development, that is, Silom.




17. Rama IV Road The increase of cars has been much faster than the road
construction in Bangkok. The canal located along this rcad is already filled
in in order to widen the road, which results in regular flooding every vear.
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