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PREFACE

For the prospective journalists of the 21st century, the one constant is
change. News-gathering is changing. News distribution is changing.
News audiences are changing. News rooms are changing. Even defini-
tions of news are changing. Those changes are reflected and demon-
strated in this fifth edition of News Reporting and Writing.

Organization of the Text

We begin where the craft of journalism begins—with consideration
of what news is, who audiences are and what principles guide journal-
ists in their efforts to supply readers, listeners and viewers with the
news they need and want. The first chapter sets the tone for the en-
tire book. It is written in clear journalistic style. It links theory to
practice. It is packed with real examples drawn from the best work of
journalists who are thriving in the world of constant change.

Chapter 1 also introduces ethics—a topic that runs throughout
News Reporting and Writing. As teachers and practitioners, we believe
that the toughest and most important ethical issues can be under-
stood only in the context of the realities of journalism. So we return
repeatedly to those issues in preparation for the detailed discussion,
which we think is the most useful available in any reporting textbook,
in Chapter 22.

From news we move to news rooms. In Chapter 2 we show you
how news rooms and the journalists who work in them are changing
to adapt to a multimedia world. We compare structures and functions
of newspaper and television news rooms. We introduce you to the
state-of-the-art on-line journalism that is rapidly becoming both a
tool for reporting and a medium for reaching computer-literate audi-
ences.

Then, in Part Two, you get down to work. Through example, ex-
planation and exercise, you will learn the fundamental skills of re-
porting and storytelling. You'll start with the classic inverted pyramid,
as alive today in on-line communication as it was on the newspaper
pages of 50 years ago. You'll learn the importance of good writing and
how to improve your own writing. You'll learn and practice inter-
viewing skills. You'll learn how to capture the words people speak and
how to put those quotes to good use. And you'll learn how to go be-
yond interviewing to locate information in documentary sources on
the printed page and the computer screen. As you become familiar
with the Internet and learn how to search electronic databases, you
will have an opportunity to apply modern technology to achieve the
traditional aims of journalism.
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Next, in Part Three, comes the application of the basic skills to
the basic stories—obituaries, rewriting news releases, speeches and
meetings, accidents and disasters, crime and court proceedings, even
follows.

In Part Four, you move from the basics, just as many professional
reporters do, to the coverage of major beats ranging from local gov-
ernment to business to sports. Building on what you have learned, in
Part Five you explore alternatives to the inverted pyramid, applying
the tools of social science to reporting and to the most demanding
form of journalism: investigative reporting. You'll also learn how to
prepare copy for delivery on radio and television newscasts.

The two chapters in Part Six provide detailed discussions of law
and ethics. Throughout the skills chapters, you will have encountered
practical problems involving both. These last two chapters are re-
sources that may be consulted any time legal and ethical issues arise.

What’s New?

First page to last, this edition of News Reporting and Writing has been
revised and updated to reflect the freshest thinking and incorporate
the most relevant examples to prepare you for the changes sweeping
the practice and the content of journalism. In “On the Job” boxes fea-
tured in every chapter, you'll hear from real working journalists who
are grappling with those changes. One change is the growing impor-
tance of numeracy (literacy in numbers). You'll find examples and ex-
ercises giving you practice in reporting on and writing about numbers
throughout the book and in the Workbook. Finally, this edition’s fresh
new design, reflecting a newspaper or magazine layout, features notes
and quotes in the margin to summarize and amplify the text.

Ancillaries

The Instructor’s Manual and the Workbook have also been expanded
and updated. Supplementing the activities at the end of the chapters
in the text, the Workbook contains approximately one hundred new
exercises. Challenge exercises in every chapter provide a chance to
develop your journalistic skills at a higher level. Special attention is
paid to practice in the use of numbers and statistics and in accessing
information from electronic sources. Another new source in the fifth
edition of the Workbook is a city directory. City directories, which
provide addresses and occupations along with phone numbers, are ba-
sic tools that professional reporters use every day. Now you have one,
too. To increase your comfort with computerized journalism even
more, exercises are provided on disk as well as in the Workbook. Addi-
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tional grammar and style software, The St. Martin’s Wire Service Hot-
line, is also available to adopters of the text.

One more thing: We hope that News Reporting and Writing will
give you a sense of the importance and excitement of journalism.
Those qualities are what make the work worthwhile.
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