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PREFACE

All medieval Icelandic personal names are spelled in standardized Old
Icelandic in the nominative case, except where they are connected
with other Old Icelandic words that require them to be inflected. Place
names are spelled in modern Icelandic in the nominative. Old Icelandic
nicknames are uncapitalized and italicized following Icelandic practice.
Where they exist, the modern English equivalents of Latin personal
names have been used. Thus, ‘Aeliz’, ‘Alicia’ and ‘Adeliza’ (among oth-
ers) are all Alice. The one exception is Adeliza de Percy, whom I have
chosen to refer to as Adeliza simply to add further differentiation to
the large number of women in the book named Alice. When there is
no common modern equivalent in English, as in the names Rohaise,
Avice, Hawise and Juetta, I have chosen the form that is used most
often in the secondary literature.

The Old Icelandic letters p, & and @ (capitalized P, b and &) have
been retained, as have diacritical marks over vowels. The letter p
(thorn) is unvoiced and pronounced like ‘th’ in ‘thing’. The letter o
(eth) is voiced and pronounced like ‘th’ in feather. Old Icelandic o
and ce have been rendered as 6 and @ following standard practice. For
alphabetizing, the letter d is found after d, but p, @ and 6 follow, in
that order, z. Vowels with diacritical marks are intermingled with their
unaccented counterparts when located in the middle of a word, but
words which begin with these letters come after words beginning with
their unaccented equivalent. Thus, Jochens, Jon, Jérunn, then Judith,
but Agnes, Anna, then Alof.

Quotations are rendered in their original form, which has led to
some discrepancies in spelling. Translations are my own unless other-
wise stated. I have consulted and on the whole adopted the excellent
translation of Grdgds by A. Dennis, P. Foote and R. Perkins, eds. I
have also referred to the translation of Sturlunga saga by J. McGrew
and G. Thomas. However, I have rarely adopted this version because
it is riddled with errors.

Scholars with hyphenated surnames are listed alphabetically in the
bibliography by the first surname. Non-hyphenated surnames are
under the final surname. Icelandic scholars are known by their first
and second names in references, not by their patronymic (invariably
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ending in -son or -déttir). The only exception is when an Icelandic
scholar has a hereditary surname, such as Gudrin Nordal. In these
instances, the surname is used, and the usual referencing rules are fol-
lowed. Their first names are, however, never abbreviated unless found
in this format in articles published by them. All Icelandic scholars,
regardless of surname, have been placed in the bibliography under
their first name. This organization is in accordance with Icelandic
practice.

References in footnotes are to page numbers unless otherwise
stated.
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