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FOREWORD

The School of International Arbitration, at the Centre for Commercial Law
Studies (CCLS), Queen Mary University of London celebrated its twentieth
anniversary in 2005. On this occasion we decided to look into the future and
identify issues which are pervasive and topical in international arbitration.

This volume is a distillation of ideas discussed in a three day symposium held in
London from 10 to 12 April 2005. This was attended by many of the leading
academic and practising arbitration specialists from around the world. There
were over 320 participants from 71 countries at the conference.

A wide area of specialist contributors undertook the task of taking a fresh look at
some of the legal and practice issues which frequently occur in international
arbitration. These discussions demonstrated over the three days not only the
increasing breadth and scope of the subject, but also the way in which many of its
themes and issues cross legal and disciplinary boundaries and pose questions for
the future of the law and arbitration practice in an internationalised world.

International arbitration is at the junction of national, international and conflicts
laws, public and private law and substantive and procedural law. The conference
and this book illustrate the combination of the scholarly and the highly practical
approach which characterises the mission of the School of International Arbitra-
tion and CCLS since their inception.

We owe a number of debts. The conference could not have taken place and this
book published without the generosity of the contributors who enthusiastically
gave their time to prepare their contributions, participate in the conference and
finalise their chapters. This alone stands as testimony to the high regard in which
the School is held nationally and internationally.

Loukas A. Mistelis and Julian D.M. Lew (eds), Pervasive Problems in International Arbitration, v-vi
© 2006 Kluwer Law International. Printed in the Netherlands
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Particular thanks are due to the Rt Hon Lord Justice Bernard Rix, Chairman of
the CCLS Advisory Council who chaired the conference, Professor Sir Roy
Goode, the founding Director of CCLS and a constant inspiration for our activi-
ties, Professor Marise Cremona, the head of the CCLS Unit which includes the
School; Sandra Baird and Sarah Batty for their administration and organisation of
the Conference. Stavros Brekoulakis, a research fellow at the School of Interna-
tional Arbitration, has assisted with editing the book and prepared the subject
index.

As always, it has been a pleasure to work with Kluwer on the project. Our
publisher, Bas Kniphorst, has shown patience as deadlines have passed. His
encouragement and support are much appreciated.

Loukas A Mistelis Julian D M Lew QC
Clive M Schmitthoff Professor of Visiting Professor
Transnational Law and Arbitration

Director of Studies, School of Head, School of International
International Arbitration Arbitration

3 February 2006
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