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Anarchism & Sexuality

Anarchism & Sexuality aims to bring the rich and diverse traditions of anarchist
thought and practice into contact with contemporary questions about the pol-
itics and lived experience of sexuality.

Both in style and in content, it is conceived as a book that aims to question,
subvert and overflow authoritarian divisions between the personal and poli-
tical; between sexual desires categorised as heterosexual or homosexual;
between seemingly mutually exclusive activism and scholarship; between forms
of expression such as poetry and prose; and between disciplinary categories of
knowledge.

Anarchism & Sexuality seeks to achieve this by suggesting connections
between ethics, relationships and power, three themes that run throughout the
book. The key objectives of the volume are: to bring fresh anarchist perspec-
tives to debates around sexuality; to make a queer and feminist intervention
within the most recent wave of anarchist scholarship; and to make a queerly
anarchist contribution to social justice literature, policy and practice. By ming-
ling prose and poetry, theory and autobiography, it constitutes a gathering
place to explore the interplay between sexual and social transformation.

This book will be of use to those interested in anarchist movements, cultural
studies, critical legal theory, gender studies, and queer and sexuality studies.

Jamie Heckert holds a PhD from the University of Edinburgh and is a found-
ing member of the Anarchist Studies Network. His writings on ethics, erotics
and ecology appear in a variety of activist and scholarly publications.

Richard Cleminson is Reader in the History of Sexuality at the University of
Leeds and Associate Editor of Anarchist Studies. His research centres on the
history of sexuality in Spain and he has published on anarchism and sexuality,
the history of male homosexuality and hermaphroditism.



Social Justice
Series editors: Kate Bedford and Davina Cooper
University of Kent at Canterbury, UK

Social Justice is a new, theoretically engaged, interdisciplinary series exploring
the changing values, politics and institutional forms through which claims for
equality, democracy and liberation are expressed, manifested and fought over
in the contemporary world. The series addresses a range of contexts from
transnational political fora, to nation-state and regional controversies, to
small-scale social experiments. At its heart is a concern, and inter-disciplinary
engagement, with the present and future politics of power, as constituted
through territory, gender, sexuality, ethnicity, economics, ecology and culture.
Forgoing struggle, imagined alternatives and the embedding of new norms,
Social Justice critically explores how change is wrought through law, govern-
ance and institutionalism, everyday social and bodily practices, dissident
knowledges, and movements for citizenship, belonging and reinvented community.

Other titles in this series:

Intersectionality and Beyond
Law, Power and the Politics of Location
Emily Grabam, Davina Cooper, Jane Krishnadas and Didi Herman (eds), 2009

Regulating Sexuality
Legal Consciousness in Lesbian and Gay Lives
Rosie Harding, 2010

Rights of Passage
Sidewalks and the Regulation of Public Flow
Nicholas Blomley, 2010

Forthcoming:

Power, Politics and the Emotions
Impossible Governance?
Shona Hunter, 2012



This book is dedicated, with loving memories,
to Sam ‘Tumbleweed’ Roberts

7 January 1986 — 6 May 2007




Notes on contributors

Jenny Alexander wrote her PhD on nineteenth-century anarchist autobiography.
She has lived and worked in co-operatives and belongs to a queer autono-
mous community. She previously lectured in the Department of Media and
Film at the University of Sussex, where she helped set up the inter-
disciplinary Gender Studies programmes. Currently she is researching green
marketing, writing a science fiction novel and studying tantra. She is a
Lecturer in Media and Advertising at the University of Bournemouth.

Gavin Brown currently works in the Geography department at the University of
Leicester. He was a late developer and spent many years shuffling paper in offices
before deciding he wanted to teach and research. Gavin has had many activist-
adventures down the years, some of which he discusses in his chapter. He is
currently excited by dreaming and theorising other ways of living in cities.

Judith Butler is Maxine Elliot Professor in the Departments of Rhetoric and
Comparative Literature and the Co-director of the Program of Critical
Theory at the University of California, Berkeley. She is the author of
numerous books on gender, sexuality, politics and violence.

Lewis Call is Assistant Professor of History at California Polytechnic State
University, San Luis Obispo. He is the author of Postmodern Anarchism
(Lexington Books, 2002). He has written extensively about postanarchist
science fiction and fantasy, exploring postanarchist themes in the novels of
Ursula K. Le Guin, the film V for Vendetta, and the television shows Bat-
tlestar Galactica and Buffy the Vampire Slayer. He is an Associate Editor
for the journal Anarchist Studies.

Richard Cleminson is Reader in the History of Sexuality at the University of
Leeds and Associate Editor of Anarchist Studies. His research centres on the
history of sexuality in Spain and he has published on anarchism and sexuality,
the history of male homosexuality and hermaphroditism. His latest books
include Anarquismo y sexualidad (Espana, 1900-1939) (University of Cadiz,
2008) and Hermaphroditism, Medical Science and Sexual ldentity in Spain,
1850-1960 (University of Wales Press, 2009, with F. Vazquez Garcia).



x Notes on contributors

Laurence Davis is Lecturer in Politics at the National University of Ireland,
Maynooth. His recent publications include Anarchism and Utopianism
(Manchester University Press, 2009, co-edited with Ruth Kinna), The New
Utopian Politics of Ursula K. Le Guin’s The Dispossessed (Lexington
Books, 2005, co-edited with Peter Stillman), and numerous articles and
book chapters on anarchist and utopian political thought, countercultural
and revolutionary politics, and the politics of art, work and love.

Lena Eckert lives and works in Berlin. She is a researcher and teacher currently
at Bauhaus University in Weimar, Germany. She received her doctoral
degree at Utrecht University (NL) for a dissertation on ‘Intervening in
Intersexualisation’. Lena Eckert is co-editor of the online journal Liminalis
and the collection Bound and Unbound: Interdisciplinary Approaches to
Genders and Sexualities (CSP, 2008). She has published various essays and
has given talks on gender and intersexualisation, queer and postcolonial
theory both in academic and non-academic spaces.

J. Fergus Evans is a shit-kicking, boy-kissing activist-in-training and art-maker.
He is a founding member of Atlanta’s No More Productions/Twinhead
Theatre, and has worked with a number of political and artists’ collectives,
including Get Bent and Kaffequeeria. Fergus’ work focuses on restaging
spoken word using video, soundscaping and sculpture.

Judy Greenway has been engaged in, and writing about, anarchism, feminism
and sexual politics since the 1960s. She is on the editorial board of Anar-
chist Studies, and is a Visiting Research Fellow in Cultural Studies at the
University of East London. Many of her articles on anarchism and sexuality
are available at www.judygreenway.org.uk.

Jamie Heckert listens, writes and organises, inviting the impossible. An
interdependent scholar and founding member of the Anarchist Studies
Network, his writings are scattered through edited collections and move-
ment publications. Jamie currently lives in Poole, England, where he
practices integral yoga, permaculture and other subtle arts of love and
revolution.

Marta Kolarova is a sociologist researching on social movements, globalisation
and gender. She has published on the Czech anarchist movement and has
been active in the local alter-globalisation and feminist movements.

Tom Leonard was born in Glasgow in 1944. His Outside the Narrative:
Poems 1965-2009 is published by Etruscan Books/WordPower. He
retired last year from a professorship of Creative Writing at Glasgow
University, and is currently working on a new translation of Brecht’s
Mother Courage and her Children commissioned by Birds of Paradise
Theatre Company. It is scheduled to tour in Scotland in February and
March 2011.



Notes on contributors Xxi

Helen Moore is an ecopoet and author based in Frome. She publishes poetry in
anthologies and journals, including Resurgence Magazine, for which she has
been guest poetry editor. Regularly performing her poetry around the UK,
Helen also works as a Forest Schools practitioner. Her books include: Chan-
ging Nature (GreenSeer Books, 2006) and, for children, the Hope stories on
climate change (Lollypop Publishing, 2008 and 2009). Her ecopoetry is
available on a CD. For further information, visit www.natures-words.co.uk.

Stevphen Shukaitis is an editor at Autonomedia and lecturer at the University of
Essex. He is the author of Imaginal Machines: Autonomy & Self-Organization
in the Revolutions of Everyday Day (Autonomedia, 2009) and editor (with
Erika Biddle and David Graeber) of Constituent Imagination: Militant
Investigations//Collective Theorization (AK Press, 2007). His research focu-
ses on the emergence of collective imagination in social movements and the
changing compositions of cultural and artistic labour.

Passionately interdisciplinary, Kristina N. Weaver holds degrees in Anthro-
pology, History of Science, Creative Writing, and a doctorate jointly
supervised in Geography and English Literature. Her work on political
violence and the occult in Nigeria is at the experimental edge of literary
ethnography. For the past decade, Kristina has practised within social
movements resisting neoliberalism in the USA, UK and Nigeria. She cur-
rently works as an editor, grant writer and community organiser in Central
Virginia.



Acknowledgements

We both want to acknowledge, first and foremost, the contributors to this
volume. They have stuck with us through the long process of finding and nego-
tiating the publication of this book. For their trust, we are grateful. We also deeply
appreciate their efforts to meet often challenging deadlines and to engage with
thought and care our comments and suggestions on their writings. The editorial—
authorial dance has been, while challenging at times, a joy. As essayists, poets and
interviewees, they have all inspired us. Next, Kate Bedford and Davina Cooper, as
series editors and as colleagues, have been wonderfully supportive of our efforts to
bring the book to light. Thank you both. For their patience with our numerous
queries and for all their work, we are indebted to Colin Perrin, Holly Davis,
Melanie Fortmann-Brown, Michelle Whittaker and David Armstrong at Rou-
tledge. Likewise, we are deeply grateful to Lisa Williams for the careful copy-
editing of the manuscript. We are more appreciative now than ever of funding
from the University of Leeds and the Anarchist Studies Network for the con-
ference which made this book even imaginable. While funding can be very
helpful in many ways, it was the participants at the conference who made the
event into a beautiful anarchy beyond our dreams. Thank you all!

We also acknowledge the following permissions:

‘Remembrance Day’ © Tom Leonard from outside the narrative: Poems
1965-2009 Etruscan Books/WordPower Press 2009. Thank you, Tom, for
allowing us to reprint this stunning poem.

An earlier version of Stevphen Shukaitis’ chapter appeared as ‘Questions for
Affective Resistance’ in his (2009) book Imaginal Machines: Autonomy & Self-
Organization in the Revolutions of Everyday Life, New York/London: Auton-
omedia/Minor Compositions. Thank you to Autonomedia for permission to
reprint.

An earlier version of Lewis Call’s chapter appeared as ‘Structures of Desire:
Erotic Power in the Speculative Fiction of Octavia Butler and Samuel Delany’
in Rethinking History Vol. 9, No. 2/3, June/September 2005, pp. 275-296. We
thank Taylor & Francis for permission to reprint.

Additionally, Jamie Heckert would like to thank fellow anarchist(ic) scholars,
too many to name, for mutual appreciation, support and inspiration. My yoga



Acknowledgements  xiii

teachers and the beautiful fauna and flora living in and around my house,
especially Paul Stevens, have helped keep me well through the editing process
and beyond. And finally, Richard, you’ve been a delight to work with! Thank
you for your much-needed reassurance in times of doubt and your steadfast
commitment to our editorial partnership and, more importantly, our friendship.



Preface

Sexual anarchy, anarchophobia and
dangerous desires

Anarchism & Sexuality: Ethics, Relationships and Power is a timely intervention
into current debates on sexual politics. There is a new excitement about
anarchism, and about the relationship between anarchism and sexuality: a
sense of creativity and potential, as new connections are made and old ones
rediscovered. The Anarchism and Sexuality conference which was the initial
inspiration for this book is just one example, providing a space where a
diverse and passionately engaged group of participants could come together
and discuss research, personal experience and political practice.! Meanwhile,
sexual anarchy, alias ‘western decadence’, is blamed for everything from nat-
ural disasters to 9/11, and misogyny and homophobia are playing a significant
part in the resurgence of the political and religious right. Simultaneously, in
the latest twist in an old story, warmongers and political opportunists appro-
priate the language of feminism and gay rights to assert the superiority of
‘western civilisation’: part of a long history of using claims about the relative
status of women, and attitudes towards sexuality, to valorise one group over
another. Such ‘us and them’ accounts erase differences and commonalities
within and between communities, and obscure past and present struggles for
change. If there is one thing that unites fundamentalists and bigots of all per-
suasions, it is their attachment to the so-called ‘natural order’ of sex and
gender hierarchy, and their horror of those who threaten it. In this world view,
sexual liberation is a variation on anarchism: an attack on the foundations of
society, a form of terrorism — anarchy as chaos.

The interplay between sexual authoritarianism and anarchophobia is noth-
ing new. Coming out as an anarchist has some similarities with coming out as
gay, and meets with a similar range of responses, from tolerant amusement, to
contempt, to hatred and violence. Like ‘deviant’ sexuality, anarchism may be
denounced as an immature phase to be grown out of, as dangerously seductive
to the young and/or as an intrinsically violent threat to the status quo, attitudes
that mix together fear, fascination and fantasy in a toxic stew.

But important though it is to address prejudice based on ignorance, the
truth is that anarchism and sexual nonconformity do indeed threaten existing
power relationships. For this reason, refusing to call oneself an anarchist, or
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gay, or queer — whether from a theoretical rejection of identity politics, a wish
to escape damaging stereotypes or a desire to transcend labelling — provides
only a temporary breathing space. It could be argued that to avoid the labels
perpetuates stigmatisation and erasure, that sense of a politics-which-must-
not-be-named. Ultimately, whatever words we do or do not use, expressing
dangerous desires will meet with resistance from those whose power and
authority depend on maintaining the status quo.

The association between sexual and political dangerousness began long before
anarchy acquired its ‘ism’. By the late nineteenth century, growing numbers of
people in the USA and Europe were speaking out and organising as anarchists.
The commentators who responded to the rise of anarchism with dire predic-
tions of social chaos also railed against the sexual anarchy exemplified by
the New Women of the period, who dared to speak of sex and gender and
question patriarchal power, and by those men who were beginning to for-
mulate new sexual identities and question or refashion masculinity. The chal-
lenge for sexual and political dissidents was to reverse the discourse and
develop positive identities while critiquing the very notion of ‘civilised’ society.
Some anarchists, feminists and sex radicals who met through friendship net-
works, or encountered one another’s ideas in campaigns around such issues as
free speech, marriage law and reproductive rights, began to develop a politics
which intertwined their different perspectives.

But not all anarchists, then or since, have seen sex and gender issues as
important — another reason why a book such as this is not just welcome, but
necessary. Reading it, I was reminded of my own early involvement with
anarchist, feminist and lesbian and gay liberation groups in the 1960s and
1970s. We soon discovered that we were not the first to link sexuality with
politics: Emma Goldman and Edward Carpenter were hailed as pioneers, their
writings reprinted, their names adopted by a variety of groups and organisations.
Those of us in anarchist groups tried to reinvigorate them with some of our
new ideas and rediscoveries while confronting their sexism and heterosexism,
but with limited success; all too often the response was that of course anar-
chists are in favour of women’s and sexual liberation, so what’s to discuss?
This attitude of ‘Do what you want to do but don’t make a fuss or expect us
to talk about it or change our ways’ has a long history in anarchism, and has
been repeatedly challenged from a variety of standpoints. Revising what is
thought of as ‘anarchist tradition’ is one way of doing this, as is critiquing
anarchist practice in the present.

The latter is what I attempted to do in my first ever piece on anarchism and
sexuality, in an anarchist newspaper in 1975. In part an excited report of a
Women’s Liberation conference on sexuality, the article argued against the glib
deployment of a rhetoric of sexual liberation which allowed anarchists and left
libertarians to evade the problems and contradictions in their own lives: ‘It is
easier to theorise and to talk about what we would like to be than to talk
about what we are’ (Greenway 1975: 6). | wanted to encourage readers to take
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on board not just new ideas about sexuality, but new ways to discuss it.
I recall this long-forgotten piece now, because the excitement of that con-
ference, that electric sensation as personal and political suddenly connected in
our own lives, not just as rhetoric or theory, was buzzing around again at the
2006 Anarchism and Sexuality conference — and it is such feelings, recaptured
in some of the pieces in this book, which help make change seem possible.

In different times and places, the struggle for sexual and gender liberation
takes on different shapes and emphases. In the USA and Western Europe, the
anarchists, feminists and sexual radicals of the late nineteenth century and
early twentieth century needed to establish ways of discussing sexuality in the
face of censorship and social disapproval. In the early 1970s, when talking
publicly about sex was more acceptable, the focus was on the sexism and
heterosexism not just of what was then called ‘straight society’, but also of the
1960s’ ‘sexual revolution’ and the radical left. Experimentation with alter-
native lifestyles played an important part in the sexual politics of both periods.
Today, the idea of ‘sexual freedom’ seems to be trapped in a hall of mirrors,
reflected in the grotesque shapes produced by a multimillion-pound porno-
graphy industry and globalised sex trade, and by sex-obsessed religious con-
servatives predicting Armageddon, but also in the smooth and glossy surfaces
of a progressive liberalism which is far more limited and restrictive than it
appears to be. The question now is, how to expose the exploitation and
oppression that lie behind the mirrors, and to find ways to rethink what sexual
freedom could mean.

A recurring theme in all these different contexts has been the need to create
spaces in which to explore new ideas and solidarities, practise new ways of
relating to one another and begin the processes of change. In the early days of
the 1970s’ Women’s and Gay Liberation Movements, process was all-important.
To meet to talk about sexuality meant also to think about the conditions that
made such a meeting possible. Meetings, conferences and workshops were
organised non-hierarchically, with an emphasis on sharing and listening. The
aim was to be inclusive; most events were free or as cheap as possible, with
childcare provided by groups such as Men Against Sexism. And the conduct of
such meetings, though it did not always live up to our ideals, often felt far
more anarchistic (in the positive sense) than anything I had experienced in an
anarchist group.

Our ideas were inspired by the sharing of personal experiences, but some of
these were easier to talk about than others, and often it was a group discussion
of a pamphlet or article which made it possible to begin the difficult and
exhilarating process of linking theory and practice. In London, we read articles
on sexual politics from Italy, Germany and France as well as from the USA
and the UK; they were produced and reproduced, translated and retranslated,
often hand-typed and duplicated, given away or sold at cost price.

Since then, desktop publishing and the internet have transformed the possibilities
of communication. Today, in very different social and political circumstances,
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the debates continue in new forms, only now some of them are going on inside
as well as outside the scholarly academy — a shift of context that has raised
new questions about theory, structures and the relationships between academic
and activist work. Insofar as Women’s Studies, Lesbian and Gay Studies,
Queer Studies and now Anarchist Studies have a toehold in academia, it is
because they have been fought for by staff and students who wanted the
opportunity to integrate scholarship and political commitment, to challenge
the educational status quo, and to contribute to the development of new ways
of understanding and changing the world.

These gains have brought new anxieties, quite apart from the struggle to
hold on to hard-won courses in times of financial cutbacks and political paranoia.
There is the not unjustifiable fear of stigmatisation, or at least of not being
taken seriously as a scholar. Years ago, one of my students had her thesis
proposal for a critique of scientific theories of homosexuality rejected by a
homophobic committee, on the grounds that it was intrinsically biased (that is,
that she was a lesbian and not a scientist) and that there was no scholarly basis
for such a study. Anarchist scholars have encountered similar institutional pre-
judice. What helped me to get that decision reversed was being able to cite as
a precedent the (then tiny number of) relevant academic publications.”? The
more scholarly work is published in these fields, the more it increases the
possibilities for others — another reason this book will be so welcome.

Another problem for those who work as academics is how to do research
and writing in a way that reaches out to a variety of audiences, and bridges the
perceived gaps between theory and activism. This is not just a question of the
accessibility of ideas and language, but of where to publish or speak, when
only certain publications and venues are academically acceptable. Moreover,
many academics feel under pressure to produce theory with a capital “T”. For
those who feel that one advantage of anarchism is that it neither has nor needs
a theoretical Big Daddy, the drive towards theory is politically counter-
productive, although others have been creatively inspired by it to take old
ideas in new directions. Meanwhile, some activists hold theory, history, aca-
demic work of all kinds, in contempt, as though ideas can only be credible or
effective when seen to emerge from ‘real life struggle’ as they define it. It can
feel as though, rather than integrating different parts of our lives, we have just
multiplied the occasions for feeling defensive and hopelessly compromised.

But we need to sidestep the polarisation of ‘activism’ and ‘academia’, theory
and practice. History, theory, reading and writing can all be forms of resistance
and activism. A more constructive response is to find ways of bringing together
different perspectives, analyses, ways of doing things: not answers, but ques-
tions; not a single, smooth, impenetrable surface, but rough edges which can
spark off one another, provide new points of access. Standard methods of pro-
pagating ideas — meetings, conferences, books and articles — can be subverted in
form and content to become spaces where past, present and future are reima-
gined and new ways of thinking become possible. A book like this, mingling
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prose and poetry, theory and autobiography, is just such a space, a gathering
place to explore with serious pleasure the interplay between sexual and social
transformation.

Judy Greenway

Notes

1 Anarchism & Sexuality: Ethics, Relationships and Power, University of Leeds, 4
November 2006.

2 The most important of these in making the case was Jeffrey Weeks’ pioneering
work Coming Out (Weeks, 1977).

References

Greenway, J. (1975) ‘Questioning our Desires’, Wildcat 6(6), London: Wildcat. Online.
Available HTTP:  http://www.judygreenway.org.uk/questioning/questioning.html
(accessed 22 June 2010).

Weeks, J. (1977) Coming Out: Homosexual Politics in Britain from the Nineteenth
Century to the Present, London: Quartet.



Contents

Notes on contributors

Acknowledgements

Preface: sexual anarchy, anarchophobia and dangerous desires
JUDY GREENWAY

1  Ethics, relationships and power: an introduction
JAMIE HECKERT AND RICHARD CLEMINSON

Poetic interlude 1
ANONYMOUS

2 Alexander Berkman: sexual dissidence in the first wave anarchist
movement and its subsequent narratives
JENNY ALEXANDER

3 Nobody knows what an insurgent body can do: questions for
affective resistance
STEVPHEN SHUKAITIS

Poetic interlude 2
HELEN MOORE

4 Post(-)anarchism and the contrasexual practices of cyborgs in
dildotopia: or ‘The War on the Phallus’
LENA ECKERT

S On anarchism: an interview with Judith Butler
JAMIE HECKERT

Poetic interlude 3
TOM LEONARD

1X
xii
X1v

23

25

45

67

69

93

101



