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Preface

HE third edition of this text has been updated

substantially with new sociological research,

more recent data, and more contemporary
examples. In addition, and more importantly, it
has been dramatically reorganized to reflect the
traditional structure of introductory sociology
courses. Surveys of instructors of introductory
sociology indicated that while previous editions
of this book covered the topics ordinarily dealt
with in that course, the book did not deal with
the topics in the order and in the pattern that is
most familiar. We have completely restructured
this edition so that it is in line with the expected
pattern.

In Part One there is a new “streamlined”
chapter on theory (2) and an entirely new chapter
on research methods (3). These introductory
chapters are followed by a new chapter on cul-
ture (4) and a newly reorganized chapter describ-
ing the range of sociology from the social indi-
vidual to the larger society (5). Chapters on
organizations (6), socialization (7), and deviance
and social control (8) round out Part One.

Part Two is devoted to inequalities in socie-
ties, beginning with a chapter on social stratifi-
cation (9). Two additional chapters, one on gen-
der inequality (10) and the other on racial and
ethnic inequality (11), complete Part Two.

Part Three is devoted to the major institu-
tions of societies. In addition to chapters on the
family (12), education (13), economy and work
(14), religion (16), politics (17), and sport and sci-
ence (18), there is an entirely new chapter on health

and medicine (15), written by medical sociologist
William C. Cockerham.

Part Four is devoted to social change and in-
cludes chapters on population processes (19) and
urbanization (20). The book closes with a com-
pletely new chapter (21), ““Social Change, Social
Movements, and Collective Behavior,” written by
Robert H. Lauer, a recognized expert on these
subjects.

Previous editions have featured the personal
experiences of people living in a changing soci-
ety. That theme has received greatly expanded
treatment in the third edition. The text, as before,
includes many first-person quotations; in addi-
tion, all boxed material (and there are nearly 50
such boxes) emphasizes personal experiences.

Personal experiences in the lives of major so-
ciological theorists give them a more human di-
mension. For example, readers will be intrigued
by the abrasive style and turbulent life of C. Wright
Mills; they will understand the work of Max Weber
better when they see how he was torn between
his mother’s religious fundamentalism and his
father’s hedonism.

Personal experiences of sociological researchers
are presented in parallel boxes. In many cases we
have the first-person accounts of noted sociolo-
gists describing some little known, or behind-the-
scenes, aspects of their research. William Foote
Whyte tells how he was nearly attacked in a hotel
bar by a fellow escorting two young women, who
did not understand that Whyte only wished to
get acquainted with the people of “Cornerville.”
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In another research box, Jack Haas describes the
total fear he felt as he walked the steel girders of
a construction site in his participant observer study
of high “ironworkers.”

Personal experiences in a changing social
world round out the boxed material. For exam-
ple, a box in Chapter 8, “Deviance and Social
Control,” deals with the ways in which the obese
in American society are made to feel stigmatized
and deviant. In Chapter 4, ““Culture,” a box deals
with the difficulties of an American advertising
executive who, in order to sell an American bak-
ing product in Japan, had to comprehend that the
purity of rice is a subtle, but significant, feature
of Japanese culture.

This edition retains our long-standing com-
mitment to a readable presentation of solid so-
ciology. It is our hope that bringing out the “hu-
man”’ side of sociology through the personal
experiences of people in a changing society, as
well as through the personal experiences of so-
ciologists as they do their work, will make this
book interesting. But while our aim is to make
the text interesting, we have never lost sight of
the need to introduce our readers to the basics of
sociology—theory, methods, and research.
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