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Using Elements of Criminal Justice :
A Guide to Learning From Your Textbook

Elements of Criminal Justice was designed to help you understand and think about the fascinating and complex subject
of criminal justice, and to illuminate and illustrate the many concepts, terms, and examples that will be presented in
your criminal justice course.

Elements of Criminal Justice
* Offers a comprehensive resource for information about the nature of crime and the
processes of criminal justice
* Provides an analysis of the administration of justice in its contemporary forms and
historical roots
* Provides the most current empirical research and contemporary principles along
with fascinating examples of real situations

The following pages will introduce you to the many features of Ele-
ments of Criminal Justice and show you how to use the learning aids
built into each chapter to enhance your criminal justice course.

ACCESSIBILITY AND ECONOMY:
RECOGNIZING STUDENT PRIORITIES

Because we know that accessibility and value are important to most
students, we have presented Elements of Criminal Justice in a brief, pa-
perback format. The text is a comprehensive introduction to criminal
justice, yet it is only half the length of many other texts. Not only does
this ensure that reading assignments for the course will be manageable,
it allows us to sell the book at a much lower price than many other
texts.

THE MOST CURRENT, MOST SIGNIFICANT
RESEARCH IS CLEARLY PRESENTED FOR
EASY UNDERSTANDING

Criminal Justice is a rapidly changing field, one in which studying the
most current research and empirical data is essential. As the most re-
Gruel and Unusus! Punishmen cently published text, Elements of Criminal Justice features data from
pa ; the most recent sources, including 1996 statistics. The author, James A.
Inciardi, is an internationally recognized researcher and scholar, who
also has experience as an officer in the criminal justice system. No text
more successfully combines important research with the real-world
interest of personal experience.
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REAL-WORLD
ILLUSTRATIONS AND
EXAMPLES CAPTURE
AND KEEP YOUR
INTEREST

A hallmark of Inciardi’s many books
is his use of gripping and relevant il-
lustrations to enhance the text’s dis-
cussion. Throughout Elements of
Criminal Justice you will find photos
and drawings that bring the world of
criminal justice into sharper focus. In
addition, cartoons placed throughout
the text illustrate principles with a
lighter touch. Often disturbing, fre-
quently provocative, and always com-
mitted to an unflinching look at
reality, the illustrations in Elements
of Criminal Justice complete the pic-
ture as you study.

Adjudication and Dispesition

Processing Juvenie Offenders 377

Crtminol usice o5 & “Sstem”

A simplad guide 10 the erimonal pusic syiiem

CONTEMPORARY ISSUES IN
CRIMINAL JUSTICE BOXES FOCUS
ON CURRENT EVENTS AND
ENDURING CONTROVERSIES

Throughout the text, you will notice boxes that focus on
Contemporary Issues in Criminal Justice. These boxes
present current events in the context of the chapter’s his-
torical and theoretical concerns, and illustrate how crime
and justice enter our lives every day. They include dis-
cussions of topics such as carjacking, domestic violence,
prisoners and AIDS, and alternatives to incarceration.
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WOMEN AND CRIMINAL JUSTICE
: BOXES SHOW THE UNIQUE

' RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN GENDER
AND JUSTICE

Frequent boxes in the text focus on the special issues re-
lated to women in various roles throughout the criminal
justice system. Fetal rights and the prosecution of preg-
nant defendants, rape, the discrepancy of judicial appoint-
ments between men and women, and spousal murder are
among the important discussions offered in this unique
feature.
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EXTENSIVE MARGINALIA
HELP ORGANIZE READING
AND THINKING

Marginal Topic Headings make study-
ing, review, and reference easier.
Marginal Charts and Graphs present
current data in an easy-to-locate and
easy-to-read format.

Marginal Glossary defines terms as
they are used, and locates them for easy
review later.

QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION

Using Elements of Criminal Justice vii

INTERNATIONAL PERSPECTIVES BOXES .
OFFER A GLOBAL CONTEXT FOR
UNDERSTANDING CRIME AND JUSTICE

An important way to understand and evaluate our own criminal justice
system is to explore the way criminal justice works around the world.
Throughout the text, Inciardi introduces boxed examples of justice in
other nations and cultures. These provocative boxes illustrate diverse
ways of thinking about crime and justice, and invite you to think criti-
cally about our culture and its approach to justice. The boxes include dis-
cussions of international drug trafficking, community standards of
decency, police power, courts, and constitutionality, among others.

98 CHAPTER 5 fobee and Poong

Patrol: A means of depioying poiice
v

‘The tunctions of police patrol

Crimes Cleared by
Arrst, 1994

‘The duties und respansibilites of
detectives

CHAPTER END MATERIALS OFFER
OPPORTUNITIES FOR STUDY AND REVIEW

Chapter Summary gives you a quick review of the basic principles ‘
of the chapter, and lets you focus on understanding one point at a
time.

Key Terms help you study vocabulary and concepts presented in the
chapter. These terms are shown in boldface when they appear in the
chapter.

Discussion Questions combine factual material with controversial is-
sues to encourage you to think critically about the chapter. These
questions will help you study for essay exams, and confirm that you
have a complete understanding of the chapter.
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SELF-TEST

Multiple Cholce

I Inthe cour, the judge is an impar- <. inital appearance

tial arbiter between the prosecution and the defense d. None of the above
4. The accused may drop out of the criminal justice
sary process at which of the following stages”
¢ inquisitorial . the wial
d renaissance b, the iniial appearance
2. What is generally the first phase of the criminal jus . the preliminary hearing
tice process when  crime is not direcly observed by & Allof the above:
apolice officer? 5. "Incorporating’ the Billof Righis refers 1o
arrest . adding them 1o the Consttution.
b presentence investigation b. making their provisions applicable o the states
©. prearrest investigation . testing their content before the Supreme Cout.
4. preliminary hearing d. the process through which the state governments
3. Formal notice of the charge is given at the Voluntarily add them to state consttutions
b. booking
True/False
6. Substantive duc process refers o the appll- 9. It was Supreme Count Justice Benjamin
cation of the law. Cardozo who asgued the distinction be-
7. Standing mute before & judge st wraign. tween “fundamental” rights and “formal”
ment has the same result as entering & plea rights,
of guilty. 10. Bolivia's government has changed hands at
8 The “right 1o privacy” is not specifically least 250 times, but is consttution has re-
cited in the Bill of Rights or anywhere in ‘mained the same since 1825

the U.S, Constitution

Matching
11, Warant . The rule that criminal laws tha are unclar or uncer-
12 Nolo contendere tain as 1o what or o whom they apply violate due
T process
14, Void-for-vagueness doctrine b. A writen order suthorizing arest
15, Indictment < A conditional release from imprisonment that occurs
only after a portion of the senience has been served
4. A formal charging document i
Jury's determination that there is
al
. A plea meaning “no contest” that has the same legal
effectus the guily plea
Essays

16. What do you think the framers of the Constitution meant by “duc process of law !
17, Listand give a brief description of four Supreme Court cases whose decisions led o the incorporation of the Bill of

Righs.
18, What s e purpose of a grand jury?

SELF-TEST QUESTIONS PROVIDE A
BUILT-IN STUDY GUIDE

Each chapter ends with a set of self-test questions that help you pre-
pare for exams and eliminate the need for buying separate and expen-
sive supplemental texts. This rich resource includes multiple choice,
true/false, matching, and essay questions that most other books put into
a separate study guide.
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THE JusticeSYSTEM SOFTWARE IS ALSO
AVAILABLE TO ENHANCE YOUR STUDIES

The JusticeSYSTEM is a unique criminal justice system simulator that
allows users to make decisions and see how those decisions affect the
criminal justice system. Throughout the text, an icon in the margin
shows where various exercises in The JusticeSYSTEM can be used to
enhance your understanding of the chapter. The JusticeSYSTEM is
available for Macintosh and Windows formats, and may be ordered us-
ing the business reply card enclosed with this book. If the card is miss-
ing, you can order The JusticeSYSTEM by calling 1-800-782-4479.

Visit the Elements of Criminal Justice web site at
http://www.harbrace.com/soc/inciardi

We hope that you enjoy using Elements of Criminal Justice, and that you
have found this guide to using the textbook useful. We invite your comments
on this text and your suggestions for making it better. Please write:

Criminal Justice Editor

Harcourt Brace College Publishers
301 Commerce Street, Suite 3700
Fort Worth, Texas 76102



Preface

Four decades ago, the noted scholar and columnist Max Lerner offered a
rather curious description of criminal justice in America:

The administration of American criminal justice has been often scored as ineffi-
cient, corrupt, and archaic, and all three charges are probably true, but again
probably no truer than of past eras and other societies. The supervision of crimi-
nal justice is mainly in the hands of the local authorities; the Federal courts han-
dle crimes under Federal jurisdiction but try to minimize the appeals from local
and state jurisdictions. A lawbreaker is tracked down by local police, prosecuted
by a local district attorney and defended by a local lawyer, tried in a local court
house in a trial reported predominantly in the local press, convicted or cleared by
a local jury, sentenced by a local judge, and shut up in a local or state prison. At
every point there is a good deal of bungling, prejudice, poor judgment, or corrup-
tion. Yet on the whole there is a widespread feeling that the results are tolerably
good and that the frailties of the whole process are a reflection of the frailties of
the society in which it takes place.!

Interestingly, here in the second half of the 1990s, the feelings about the
criminal justice system are not too different from those expressed by Lerner
back in 1957. “Criminal justice,” as described by Lerner and other observers,
refers to the structure, function, and decision-making processes of agencies
that deal with the management and control of crime and criminal offenders —
police, courts, and correctional systems. Although this definition is relatively
clear, criminal justice is often confused with the academic disciplines of
criminology and police science. Criminology focuses on the role of crime in
organized society, the nature and causes of crime and criminal behavior, and
the relationships between crime and social behavior. Police science concen-
trates on the pragmatic aspects of law enforcement and peacekeeping opera-
tions—the prevention and detection of crime, the apprehension of criminal
offenders, the location and preservation of evidence, the questioning of sus-
pects, the application of police resources, and the development of police/com-
munity relations.

As an independent academic activity, the study of criminal justice is
comparatively new in the United States. The first degree-granting program
appeared half a century ago, and as recently as the 1950s fewer than 5,000
college students were focusing on the study of crime and justice. During the
past three decades, however, this situation has changed dramatically. During
the middle and late 1960s interest in criminal justice education was spurred
by the “war on crime” and the resulting massive federal funding for the up-
grading of criminal justice personnel, agencies, technology, and program-
ming. Currently, criminal justice courses enroll well over 200,000 students
annually, and the upward trend is expected to continue.

Although criminal justice is a relatively new course, the topics have been
studied for centuries. It is indeed an interdisciplinary branch of knowledge.
From the perspective of legal studies, it examines aspects of criminal law and
procedure; from political science it takes elements of constitutional law and
appellate court practice; from the viewpoint of sociology it examines the
structures of certain social institutions and how they affect the administration
of justice. Criminal justice also uses research from psychology, history, pub-
lic administration, anthropology, economics, and many other disciplines.

As criminal justice education has evolved and expanded, so too has
research on the various processes of justice. This growth has resulted in a

'Max Lerner, America as a Civilization: Life and Thought in the United States Today (New York: Simon &
Schuster, 1957), p. 433.
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dramatic proliferation in the criminal justice literature as scholars, re-
searchers, and administrators seek to disseminate their work. So great has
been the demand for classroom materials that during the past decade publish-
ers have responded with thousands of new textbooks, supplementary read-
ings, manuals, anthologies, monographs, and reports. Several dozen new
introductory criminal justice textbooks and revised editions appear every
year, and it is within this context of rapid change that this first edition of Ele-
ments of Criminal Justice has been published.

Features of the Book

Elements of Criminal Justice is designed to achieve a number of goals for in-
troductory criminal justice courses. First, it offers basic information as to the
nature of crime and the processes of justice. Second, in theme and perspective
it provides an analysis of the administration of justice in its contemporary
forms and historical roots. Third, the textbook is conceived and written to in-
terest a wide range of students. Intended for those at community colleges as
well as four-year institutions, the data and subject matter have been drawn
from the professional and popular media and the fields of law, sociology, po-
litical science, history, popular culture, anthropology, and oral tradition. To
explain certain phenomena more effectively, a portion of the almost 200 pho-
tographs and cartoons—some comical, many serious, and all informative —
emphasizes the fads and foibles that have historically characterized the
administration of justice in the United States.
The features of Elements of Criminal Justice include the following:

Accessibility and Economy: Recognizing Student Priorities
Because we know that accessibility and value are important to most
students, we have presented Elements of Criminal Justice in a brief, pa-
perback format. The text is a comprehensive introduction to criminal
justice, yet it is half the length of many other texts. This ensures not only
that reading assignments for the course will be manageable, but it also
allows us to sell the book at a much lower price than many other texts.

The Most Current, Most Significant Research Is Clearly Presented

for Easy Understanding
Criminal justice is a rapidly changing field. Studying the most current
research and empirical data is essential. As the most recently published
text, Elements of Criminal Justice features data from the most current
sources, including 1996 statistics. The author, James A. Inciardi, is an
internationally recognized researcher and scholar, who also has experi-
ence as an officer in the criminal justice system. No text more success-
fully combines important research with the real-world interest of
personal experience.

Real-World Iustrations and Examples Capture and Hold Student

Interest
A hallmark of Inciardi’s many books is his use of gripping and relevant
illustrations to enhance the text’s discussion. Throughout Elements of
Criminal Justice you will find photos and drawings that bring the world
of criminal justice into sharper focus. In addition, cartoons placed
throughout the text illustrate principles with a lighter touch. Often dis-
turbing, frequently provocative, and always committed to an unflinch-
ing look at reality, the illustrations in Elements of Criminal Justice
complete the picture for the student.

Contemporary Issues in Criminal Justice Boxes Focus on Current

Events and Enduring Controversies
Throughout the text, you will notice boxes that focus on Contemporary
Issues in Criminal Justice. These boxes present current events in the



context of the chapter’s historical and theoretical concerns, and illus-
trate how crime and justice enter our lives every day. They include dis-
cussions of topics such as carjacking, domestic violence, prisoners and
AIDS, and alternatives to incarceration.

Women and Criminal Justice Boxes Show the Unique Relationship

Between Gender and Justice
Frequent boxes in the text focus on the special issues related to women
in various roles throughout the criminal justice system. Fetal rights
and the prosecution of pregnant defendants, rape, the discrepancy
of judicial appointments between men and women, and spousal
murder are among the important discussions offered in this unique
feature.

International Perspectives Boxes Offer a Global Context for

Understanding Crime and Justice
An important way to understand and evaluate our own criminal justice
system is to explore the way criminal justice works around the world.
Throughout the text, Inciardi introduces boxed examples of justice in
other nations and cultures. These provocative essays and photos illus-
trate diverse ways of thinking about crime and justice, and invite stu-
dents to think critically about our culture and its approach to justice.
The boxes include discussions of international drug trafficking, com-
munity standards of decency, police power, courts, and constitutional-
ity, among others.

Extensive Marginalia Help Organize Reading and Thinking

Marginal Topic Headings make studying, review, and reference
easier.

Marginal Charts and Graphs present current data in an easy-to-
locate and easy-to-read format.

Marginal Glossary defines terms as they are used, and locates them
for easy review later.

Chapter End Materials Offer Opportunities for Study and Review

Chapter Summary gives students a quick review of the basic prin-
ciples of the chapter, and allows them to focus on understanding
one point at a time.

Key Terms help with the study of vocabulary and concepts pre-
sented in the chapter. These terms are shown in boldface when
they appear in the chapter.

Discussion Questions combine factual material with controver-
sial issues to encourage students to think critically about the
chapter. These questions will help them study for essay exams,
and confirm that they have a complete understanding of the
chapter.

Self Test Questions Provide a Built-in Study Guide
Each chapter ends with a set of self test questions that help students
prepare for exams and eliminate the need for buying separate and ex-
pensive supplemental texts. This rich resource includes multiple choice,
true/false, matching, and essay questions that most other books put into
a separate study guide.

The JusticeSYSTEM Software
The JusticeSYSTEM is a unique criminal justice system simulator that
allows users to make decisions and see how those decisions affect the
criminal justice system. Throughout the text, an icon in the margin
shows where various exercises in The JusticeSYSTEM can be used to
enhance understanding of the chapter. The JusticeSYSTEM is available
for Macintosh and Windows formats, and may be ordered using the
f;l;i:f;esrr;ﬁg]izi enclosed with this. book. If the card is missing, you

eSYSTEM by calling 1-800-782-4479.
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Ancillaries

Elements of Criminal Justice is accompanied by an integrated ancillary pack-
age designed to facilitate both learning and teaching.

1. The Instructor’s Resource Guide presents a summary, topic outline, review
of the major objectives and key terms, and comments and answers for
many of the discussion questions in each chapter. It also has extensive,
useful lecture supplements, discussion topics, class projects, and trans-
parency masters.

2. The Test Bank contains multiple-choice, true/false, and fill-in-the-blank
questions. The Test Bank is available in printed and computerized formats.

3. Computerized Test Bank and Gradebook Software are offered in IBM and
Macintosh versions of the testing software, ExaMaster™. The testing soft-
ware allows the instructor to create tests using few keystrokes and with all
steps defined in easy-to-follow screen prompts. ExaMaster™ offers three
easy-to-use options for test creation:

a. EasyTest lets the instructor create an entire test from a single screen
in a few easy steps. Instructors can select questions from the database
or, using their own parameters, let EasyTest randomly select the
questions.

b. FullTest lets the instructor use the whole range of available options:
» select questions as you preview them on the screen
« edit existing questions or add your own questions
« add or edit graphics in the MS-DOS version
* link related questions, instructions, and graphics

randomly select questions from a wider range of criteria

create specific criteria on two open keys

block specific questions from random selection

e print up to 99 different versions of the same test along with answer
sheets

c. RequesTest is an option available to those who do not have access to
a computer. When the instructor calls 1-800-447-9457, software spe-
cialists will compile the questions according to the instructor’s crite-
ria and either mail or fax the test within 48 hours.

Included with ExaMaster™ is ExamRecord, a gradebook program that
allows instructors to record, curve, graph, and print out grades.
ExamRecord takes raw scores and converts them into grades using the in-
structor’s criteria. The distribution of grades can be set in a bar graph or a
plotted curve.

If questions arise, the HB Software Support Hotline is available Mon-
day through Friday 9 A.M.—4 p.M. (Central Time) at 1-800-447-9457.

4. The JusticeSYSTEM software is a unique criminal justice simulator that
allows users to make decisions and see how those decisions affect the
criminal justice system. Icons in the text margins show where various ex-
ercises in The JusticeSYSTEM can be used to enhance understanding of
the material. The JusticeSYSTEM is available in Macintosh and Windows
formats, and may be ordered using the business reply card enclosed with
this book. If the card is missing, you can order The JusticeSYSTEM by
calling 1-800-782-4479.
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