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USING SOCIOLOGY: AN INTRODUCTION,
FIFTH EDITION

A GUIDE TO LEARNING FROM YOUR TEXTBOOK

Sociology: An Introduction was written to help you think about the dynamic
society in which you live. This textbook illustrates the many concepts, terms,
examples, and uses of sociology as it will be examined in your course.

Sociology: An Introduction

m Offers clear explanations of sociological processes and research

® Emphasizes the practical uses of sociology

m Provides a study guide at the end of each chapter to help you master
what you need to know

The following pages will introduce you to the
many features of Sociology: An Introduction

and will show you how to use the learning aids u

built into each chapter to enhance your expe- )

- o = Sociology: The Key to
rience in the sociology course. Undlerstanding the Sociel Westsd

A chapter outline and learning objectives e
open the chapter. The outline gives you an
overview of topics to be covered. The objec-
tives alert you to the key issues or areas that
you will need to know for the course. |

P e

Social Realities provide current applications of ———— :
topics and issues. They help you to see illus- z =
trations of sociology in daily life.




American Controversies show you different
sides of a debate as seen by sociologists. The
discussion lets you explore your own position
in the debate.

Sociology in Action sections illustrate practi-
cal uses for sociological concepts and ideas.
These sections help you see how sociologists
act upon problems in society.

Cross-Cultural Perspectives examine topics in
cultures either inside or outside the United
States, to provide a broad context for study-
ing trends. A map on the inside front cover of
your textbook shows the locations of these
cultures.

AMERICAN CONTROVERSY | it guust Eaeation




Research in Sociology sections examine re-
search methods applied to key sociological
concerns. This feature not only illustrates the
methodology; it also makes some text mate-
rial more understandable.

The Study Guide reduces your time spent pre-
paring for exams. It appears on the pages
edged with color at the end of each chapter.

First, read the summary and review the key
terms. These items are organized in order of
occurrence in the chapter. If you do not un-
derstand a particular point or term, you should
review that section of the chapter.

Use the concept checklist to see how well you
know the basic ideas presented in the chapter.
Write your responses on a separate sheet of
paper.




Complete the practice
tests to test your un-
derstanding. Try these
matching, multiple-
choice, and essay
tests after you have
learned the material.
Compare your re-
sponses with the an-
swer key. Then, if nec-
essary, go back and
review any areas you
missed.

ADDITIONAL STUDY AIDS

The following software programs are available for student purchase. Ask your college book-

store manager for ordering information.

SimCity: The Sociological Simulator asks you to be the
mayor of a growing city, a role that helps you to use
sociological tools to address social problems such as
crime, pollution, and traffic gridlock.

sl

G e SocialStat helps you perform data analysis easily with
S IM CITY the functions used by sociologists, including frequency
distributions, histograms, cross-tabulations, scatter-
plots, and mean charts.
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PREFACE |

“What are you doing, Dad?”’ my daughter asked me earlier this morning.
“I'm writing the preface to the new edition of my text,” I replied. “You know what a preface is, don’t you?”

“Yeah, I guess so.”” She looked quizzical. “The thing is that most of my books either don’t have prefaces, or I don’t
feel it’s important to read them.”

Gabriella, now in the fifth grade, is probably quite conventional in this regard, not only for her peers but for older
people as well. Many skip the preface, and yet it is very significant, providing the only place in the book where the
reader is directly informed about its central features. SO PLEASE DON’T SKIP THE PREFACE! At least not this
one, because it emphasizes some features particularly significant to the fifth edition.

Colleagues teaching introductory sociology, editors at Harcourt Brace College Publishers, and students have
participated in producing this edition: Their comments have been invaluable. Those involved with the fifth edition
have proposed a number of specific changes, but there has been general support for the basic structure:

B A streamlined format, involving sixteen chapters, permits comprehensive coverage comfortably within a

semester.

B A built-in study guide, rewritten for this edition by Laura Hartman of Austin Community College, en-

ables students to review the material they have just learned.

B Six updated “Research in Sociology’ sections provide concrete illustrations of what sociological research

involves. These sections are placed at the end of their respective chapters, immediately before the study
guides.

NEW TO THIS EDITION

We have introduced some powerful new features in the fifth edition:

B Recognizing that sociologists provide infor- B Ten new feature sections provide sociological

mation that can help solve major problems in
our society, I have written seven “Sociology
in Action” sections. Whether about violence
in sports, children’s day care, welfare reform,
empowerment of the elderly, or some other
topic, they deal with pressing contemporary
social issues and should provide extensive ma-
terial for class discussion.

To enhance the text’s contemporary rele-
vance, I have made two significant changes in
the chapter arrangement. Because gender
roles, particularly roles of women and homo-
sexuals, are such significant topics, the text-
book has a new chapter entitled “Gender
Stratification.” Two former chapters on
groups and social interaction are now com-
bined into a single chapter—*‘Groups and
Social Interaction.”

analysis of such contemporary topics as politi-
cal talk-radio, women’s roles in developing
nations, a Dutch TV program about euthana-
sia, the utility of the Internet, and the value of
bilingual education.

Nearly 500 new references guarantee contem-
porary coverage of both modern society and
the state of sociology.

Numerous updates of tables and figures, new
photos that capture recent events, and ten
new chapter openings contribute to the
book’s contemporary character.

The learning objectives have been moved
from the study guide to the beginning of the
chapters, to highlight the basic material that
must be learned in each chapter.



ORDER AND STYLE OF
PRESENTATION

I remain convinced that a fairly traditional organization
still works best for an introductory text and can easily
accommodate discussions of contemporary interest.
Thus the five parts of the original edition have been
retained but revised. Part I examines the particular fea-
tures, contributions, and theories that distinguish the
sociological point of view and surveys the major meth-
ods and problems of doing research. Part II launches
into the variety of influences, conditions, and pressures
that help to make individuals part of the larger social
environment. Part III examines the nature of inequal-
ities in modern society and the processes that affect spe-
cific minorities in the United States. Part IV brings the
student to the next level of complexity in social ar-
rangements by surveying a range of social institutions,
how (and how well) they meet the collective needs of
American society, and how and why they are changing.
Many instructors have confirmed that the best way to
economize is in the coverage of social institutions. Thus
six institutions are presented in combination chapters,
which illustrate the respective relationships between re-
ligion and education, the political and economic insti-
tutions, and science and medicine. The final section
examines the forces and issues that have affected and
often changed each level of our social order, from re-
lationships between institutions to small-group inter-
actions.

Many introductory sociology students, even po-
tential majors, have little background in the social sci-
ences and even less familiarity with the way scientists
and academics think. For this reason textbooks that
make assumptions about the students’ reach can easily
slip beyond their grasp.

To help the student experience success—and, I
hope, excitement—in learning about sociology, I have
developed the following:

B Careful attention to vocabulary and sentence
length, consistent presentation of terminology,
and a personalized, informal style that speaks
with, instead of at, the student.

B An orderly presentation of topics, moving—
especially in Part [IV—from large-scale theo-
retical and substantive issues to small-group
and individual experiences. For example, in
Chapter 11, the discussion moves from an
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analysis of the role of the family in modern
society to an examination of various lifestyle
options.

B A special emphasis on contemporary issues
and examples with which students already
have some familiarity and personal interest.

W Effective integration of all visual supplements
to the text—figures, charts, tables, and photo-
graphs—through well-developed in-text refer-
ences, explanations, and captions.

B Coverage that is comprehensive—all the ma-
jor topics, research, and trends—without be-
ing overly detailed.

B A balanced presentation of the major theories
with careful attention to both their contribu-
tions and their limitations. Up-to-date statisti-
cal information is drawn from government
and survey data, with special care given to the
relevance of these facts and figures to the is-
sues and trends under discussion.

SPECIAL AIDS TO TEACHING
AND LEARNING

I have carefully put together a variety of aids that work
together in the scope of an introductory text and en-
hance the teaching and learning effectiveness of the
chapters.

Built-In Study Guide The textbook contains a built-
in study guide for each chapter. Redeveloped for the
fifth edition, this new study guide emphasizes imme-
diate, economical access to features that can aid the stu-
dents’ review of the material. The study guide sections
contain:

B Summaries Numbered paragraphs at the end
of each chapter provide a framework for re-
view of important material.

B Key terms Concepts that are boldfaced and
defined in the chapter are presented in the
study guide, where they are redefined and
presented in order of occurrence in the text
for easy reference and review. An alphabetized
glossary containing all key terms appears at the
end of the text.
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B Concept checklists New to this edition,
questions focused on key learning goals both
alert students to the basic ideas in each chapter
and help them gain control over the material.

B Tests Matching, multiple-choice, and essay
questions rewritten for this edition offer op-
portunities to learn how well one has assimi-
lated the material. Answers to the tests, in-
cluding sample essay answers, along with the
pages where the answers can be found, are
provided at the end of each chapter study
guide.

‘““Research in Sociology’ Sections I believe that
one of the most difficult tasks teachers of introductory
sociology must face is conveying a concrete sense of the
challenges and problems involved in doing sociological
research.

To make this task easier, the textbook contains six
sections that examine sociological research into the top-
ics of culture, rape, racism, cults, charisma, and prison
riots. These “Research in Sociology™ sections reex-
amine many of the methodological issues discussed in
Chapter 2, and, most importantly, they bring sociolog-
ical research to life for the student.

““Sociology in Action® Sections Seven new sec-
tions illustrate practical uses for sociological concepts
and ideas. They form a distinctive balance to the re-
search sections.

Feature Sections The following features highlight
many issues and topics discussed in the text. Two such
features may be found in each chapter.

B Social Realities These sections provide re-
cent illustrations of issues and topics discussed
in the text and include such subjects as drugs
in America, political talk-radio, the state of
the second shift, and privatizing executions.

B Cross-Cultural Perspectives To provide
an invaluable counterperspective to issues and
trends in American society, these inserts ex-
maine such subjects as socialization in Samoa,
women in developing nations, and care for
the elderly among the Hutterites, Amish, and
Mennonites. A map on the inside front cover
of the book shows the locations of these
cultures.

B American Controversies These sections
provide opposing positions on such issues as
sociologists’ preferences for particular theories,
bilingual education, and pro-life versus pro-
choice outlooks on abortion. As students eval-
uate, discuss, and debate these issues, the stim-
ulation they receive will undoubtedly produce
insights into the related social processes.

THE ANCILLARY PACKAGE*

No textbook alone can address all the particular needs
of each student and instructor, and so the quality of the
ancillary package is nearly as important as the textbook
itself. The comprehensive and easy-to-use package ac-
companying the fifth edition suits different paces and
styles of teaching and is geared to the motivational and
learning needs of various students.

The Test Bank, by Laura Hartman (Austin
Community College), is coordinated and consistent
with the textbook and study guide. It is available in
printed and software versions. The test bank includes
more than 100 multiple-choice and essay items per
chapter. Each item is classified as “‘recall” or “applica-
tion”” and keyed to the page number in the textbook
and the learning objective in the study guide. Items that
come from boxes are clearly identified. The comput-
erized test bank is available in DOS, Windows, and
Macintosh formats. EXAMaster software allows in-
structors to create tests using fewer keystrokes, guided
through the process by easy-to-follow screen prompts.
EXAMaster has three test creation options: EasyTest,
which compiles the test from a single screen based on
the instructor’s choices; FullTest, which includes a
larger range of options and editing of items; and
RequesTest, a test compilation service for the instructor
who has no computer. EXAMaster comes with
EXAMRecord, a customized gradebook software
program.

The Instructor’s Manual, by J. Bradford Pow-
ers (Dean College), includes teaching objectives, lec-
ture outlines, teaching and participation activities, me-
dia suggestions, and many other useful elements. An

*IBM is a registered trademark of International Business Machines
Corporation. Windows is a trademark of Microsoft Corporation.
Macintosh is a registered trademark of Apple Computer, Inc.
EasyTest, FullTest, and RequesTest are trademarks of Engineering
Software, Inc. EXAMaster and EXAMRecord are trademarks of
Harcourt Brace College Publishers. SimCity is a trademark of Maxis
Software.



extensive introduction with course planning sugges-
tions and useful appendixes also appear in the manual.

Overhead Teaching Transparencies, a set
of 75 striking four-color figures and photographs.
Large labels for even the most detailed illustrations en-
sure easy student viewing. Classroom lectures will be
enhanced with this collection of full-color transparen-
cies that illustrate sociological concepts. All contain in-
formation to supplement (not duplicate) material for
Sociology: An Introduction, Fifth Edition.

The Sociological Imagination Video Seg-
ments are twelve 26-minute clips from the Dallas
County Community College District introductory so-
ciology telecourse, The Sociological Imagination. These
segments highlight relevant subject matter in key areas
of sociology. See your Harcourt Brace representative
for details.

Social Issues / Social Trends Video Series
includes new videos from Films for the Humanities &
Sciences and PBS. These videos highlight current social
issues, such as Ethnic Diversity, and various social trends,
including The Vanishing Father. Other specialized vi-
deos include Growing Old in a New Age, Marriage and
the Family Videos, The Deadly Deception, Parents and
Teenagers, and When Families Divorce. Use of all videos
is based on the Harcourt Brace policy. See your pub-
lisher’s representative for details.

SimCity: The Sociological Simulator is an
educational version of the SimCity software game
geared to sociology, using environmental, economic,
or geographical variables focusing on the “unmaking”
of society. In this program, the student becomes mayor
of an evolving, growing city, and is forced to take ac-
tions against disasters, pollution, crime, traffic gridlock,
urban decay, and other social problems.

SocialStat Software is an interactive data anal-
ysis program that is simple to learn and use. Novices
can run frequency distribution, histograms, cross-
tabulations, scatterplots, and mean charts and have the
results in moments. SocialStat Software, an extensively
revised version of Social Scene, and its accompanying
User’s Guide are written by Dean Savage and Jesse
Reichler, City University of New York, Queens Col-
lege.
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