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PREFACE TO THE EIGHTH EDITION

This book aims to help students acquire the tools they will need to
understand the media law world of the future. In a period of dramatic
changes in journalism, the media industries, and the wider legal and
political environments, this task is daunting. We have tried to select
materials that are most likely to be relevant in resolving future media law
issues. In some instances that has meant including subjects not previously
considered central to media law, such as anonymous speech and foreign
law. In other instances, we seek to provide students with tools to resolve
future issues by distilling from familiar precedents the fundamental princi-
ples that will continue to the major weapons against censorship, chilling
effects, and suppression of information.

This edition retains the basic organizational framework of the previous
edition. Part I deals primarily with First Amendment limits on governmen-
tal regulation of media. Unlike the previous edition, Part I separately
addresses materials that single out electronic media for disparate treatment
and questions whether such treatment will continue in the new media
environment. Part II addresses private litigation that arises from media
publication. Part III deals with legislation, regulations, and judicial actions
that inhibit (or sometimes aid) newsgathering.

We have tried to resist the temptation to cram ever more detail into
the textual material between principal cases. What remains is material we
consider essential to understanding the subject.

Marc A. FRANKLIN
Davip A. ANDERSON

Lyrissa BARNETT LIDSKY
January 2011
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