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Preface

A week may or may not be a long time in politics, but a month can be an age in
industrial law, still more so the time that must elapse, even with the most effi-
cient publisher, between final submission of the manuscript of an industrial law
text and its publication. This book has been prepared at a time of rapid change
in the subject, with the prospect of a new Employment Act. Work commenced
on it in the Autumn of 1978. It has been designed to replace Mansfield Cooper’s
Outlines of Industrial Law, the last (6th) edition of which was published in 1972.
The format of that book, a pioneering work when it first appeared in 1947, had
been outdated by the dynamic growth of the subject to an extent which made its
further revision inappropriate: a wholly new book was called for.

With the change of government in 1979 came the prospect of new industrial
legislation likely to make important changes to certain parts of the subject. It has
been impossible to delay the manuscript until the passage of the Employment
Bill which, for a variety of reasons, has taken longer than at first anticipated to
complete its Parliamentary journey. The manuscript was delivered to the
publishers in its final form at the end of May 1980. By that time, the Bill was
before the House of Lords. and the government had had time to react to the
recent decisions of the (judicial) House of Lords on the scope of union
immunities (principally in Express Newspapers L.td v McShane) by the addition
of an extra clause to the Bill. The approach has therefore been to set out the law
as it stood in May 1980 with, where appropriate, passages and commentaries on
reforms in the forthcoming Employment Act (as drafted in the Bill at the time of
final submission of the manuscript). Needless to say, large parts of the subject
matter are unaffected or virtually unaffected by the proposed new legislation.
Finally on timing, the decision of the European Court in Macarthys Ltd v Smith
(that a woman can claim equality of pay with a male predecessor in the job under
Article 119, even if she cannot do so under the Equal Pay Act) unfortunately
came too late for inclusion in Chapter 7 (see p. 246).

The term ‘industrial law’ has been used to reflect the comprehensive treatment
of a subject which includes health and safety at work, industrial safety legisla-
tion, the relevant areas of social security law and the darker recesses of wage



fixing by devices such as pay policies and arbitration, as well as to the more
central areas of the law relating to industrial relations, employment contracts
and the varying modern forms of employment protection. While the emphasis of
the book is upon industrial law, treating it (as is now essential) as a major area of
detailed substantive law and in a manner immediately recognisable to the
lawyer, we have tried to present it against its practical background of industrial
reiations, and to give the reader some idea of the practical significance of some
major areas of law by including recent statistical material.

Our thanks are of course due to all the categories of people to whom thanks are
customarily given in the preface to a book such as this; particular mention might
be made of Mrs. Iris Ward, the Barenboim of the typewriter, and of Mrs.
Scanlon who also had the rare ability to find one of us on occasion. We are
grateful, too, to Butterworth for their support and encouragement.

LT.S.
J.C.W.
May. 1980.
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