Seeking shelter from

more than the storm



Dear Reader,

When I started this story I was interested in exploring
how loving a child gives people an incentive to make
tremendous changes in their lives. I'm sure we’ve all
experienced this to some degree, even if we aren’t
parents. Children, especially babies, are so helpless
that it brings out protectiveness in us, and in many
cases drives us to take steps that we wouldn’t have had
the strength to do before or perhaps haven’t even seen
the need of. As it turned out, the characters in my story
had lots to overcome and loving a tiny baby did,
indeed, prove to help them on their journey, as did
their love for each other.

I hope, as you go along with Billy and Vivian on

their journey, you will be encouraged in your own faith
walk. :
I love to hear from readers. Contact me through
e-mail at linda@lindaford.org. Feel free to check on
updates and bits about my research at my Web site,
www. lindaford. org.

God bless,

Fnae Tt



QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION

. When Billy was young, his family was attacked
by Indians. How did this attack affect their lives?
Is 1t still affecting them now?

. When Vivian’s parents died of a fever, leaving her
an orphan, she was sent to an orphanage by the
town elders. What could they have done instead?

. Billy believes people see his size as a reason to
mistrust him. What could he have done to prove
them wrong?

. What drove Vivian to get pregnant out of wed-
lock? What did she learn about herself through
that? Is there some way she could have found
what she needed some other way?

. Vivian believes she can make everything all right
by finding Joshua’s father. Do you agree with her
plan? Why or why not?

. Billy remembers Vivian showing him kindness
when they were younger. Why did that make such
an impression on him and what does it reveal
about Vivian?



10.

11.

12.

. While Vivian stays at Billy’s house, she is some-

what afraid of Billy and his mother. Does she have
good reason? Does she handle it well or could you
suggest other ways for her to deal with having to
stay with this pair?

. At what point in the story did you know Vivian had

faced her pain and was ready to start over as a re-
sponsible adult?

At what point did you know for certain that Billy
had conquered his past?

Vivian knows she did wrong in engaging in sex
outside marriage. Pastor Morrow reminds her that
none of us is without sin. How is she prepared to

deal with her sin?

Billy cannot, in good conscience, abandon his
mother. Would you have done the same in his
place? Why or why not?

All his life Billy has longed for the very things
Vivian offers him—home, family and love. Yet he
struggles to accept them. What is it that finally
enables him to move past his fear of people’s
words?



13. Do you foresee a happy future for this couple?
What lessons do they learn that will strengthen
them in whatever challenges they face?



Enjoy a sneak peek at Valerie Hansen’s adventurous
historical-romance novel RESCUING THE HEIRESS,
available February, only from Love Inspired Historical

“I think your profession 1s most honorable.”

One more quick glance showed him that Tess was smil-
ing, and it was all he could do to keep from breaking into a
face-splitting grin at her praise. There was something imp-
ish yet charming about the banker’s daughter. Always had
been, if he were totally honest with himself.

Someday, Michael vowed silently, he would find a suit-
able woman with a spirit like Tess’s and give her a proper
courting. He had no chance with Tess herself, of course.
That went without saying. Still, she couldn’t be the only ap-
pealing lass in San Francisco. Besides, most men waited to
wed until they could properly look after a wife and family.

If he’d been a rich man’s son instead of the offspring of
a lowly sailor, however, perhaps he’d have shown a per-
sonal interest in Miss Clark or one of her socialite friends
already.

Would he really have? he asked himself. He doubted it.
There was a part of Michael that was repelled by the af-
fectations of the wealthy, by the way they lorded it over
the likes of him and his widowed mother. He knew Tess
couldn’t help that she’d been born into a life of luxury, yet
he still found her background off-putting.

Which is just as well, he reminded himself. It was bad
enough that they were likely to be seen out and about on this
particular evening. If the maid Annie Dugan hadn’t been
along as a chaperone, he knew their time together could, if
misinterpreted, lead to his ruination. His career with the fire
department depended upon a sterling reputation as well as a
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Spartan lifestyle and strong work ethic.

Michael had labored too long and hard to let anything
spoil his pending promotion to captain. He set his jaw and
grasped the reins of the carriage more tightly. Not even the
prettiest, smartest, most persuasive girl in San Francisco
was going to get away with doing that.

He sighed, realizing that Miss Tess Clark fit that descrip-
tiontoaT.

You won’t be able to put down the rest of
less and Michael’s romantic love story,
available in February 2011,
only from Love Inspired Historical.

Copyright © 2011 by Valerie Whisenand
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Spread the joy
of love and romance!

Dakota Child is a heartwarming story about a single
mom who gets lost in a terrible Dakota winter
storm, and the man who opens up his home and
his heart to her, while trying to overcome his own
hardships. This is a story you can share with friends,
family, book club members or anyone you think
would enjoy an inspirational, romantic read!

Here are some ideas
for sharing books:

® Give to your sister, daughter, granddaughter,
mother, friends or coworkers

€ Host your own book club

® Share the books with members of your
church group, community group or PTA

@ Share them at your community center,
retirement home or hospital and brighten
someone’s day

OR

@ Leave them for others to enjoy on an
airplane, in a coffee shop, at the Laundromat,
doctor’s/dentist’s office, hairdresser, spa or
vacation spot

Please tell us about your experience
reading and sharing these books at

www.tellhariequin.com.

PALLIHIO
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INSPIRATIONAL HISTORICAL ROMANCE

Beginning January
get more of what you love
with FOUR NEW engaging stories
rich with romance, adventure and
faith set in a variety of vivid historical
times, available every month from
the Love Inspired® Historical line.

Also look for our other
Love Inspired® genres, including:

e/ s
FrSpined

Enjoy six heartwarming
and inspirational romances every month.

W.
SUSPENSE

RIVETING INSPIRATIONAL ROMANCE

Enjoy four contemporary tales
of intrigue and romance every month.

LIHINCBPA
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INSPIRATIONAL HISTORICAL ROMANCE

Save $1.00 on the purchase of
Rescuing the Heiress by
Valerie Hansen or any other
Love Inspired® Historical title.

On Sale
February 8

S Av E on the purchase of Rescuing the Heiress
1 00 by Valerie Hansen or any other

Love Inspired® Historical title.

Coupon expires June 30, 2011. Redeemable at participating retail outlets
in the U.S. and Canada only. Limit one coupon per customer.

Canadian Retailers: Harlequin Enterprises Limited will pay the face value

of this coupon plus 10.25¢ if submitied by customer for this product only. Any
other use constitutes fraud. Coupon is nonassignable. Void if taxed, prohibited
or restricted by law. Consumer must pay any government taxes. Void if copied.

Nielsen Clearing House (“NCH") customers submit coupons and proof of sales fo
Harlequin Enterprises Limited, P.0. Box 3000, Saint John, NB E2L 4L3, Canada.
5 2 6 0 9 6 2 4 Non-NCH retailer—for reimbursement submit coupons and proof of sales directly
to Harlequin Enterprises Limited, Retail Marketing Department, 225 Duncan Mill
Rd., Don Mills, ON M38 3K9, Canada.
S Wi65373%0007

U.S. Retailers: Harlequin Enterprises

Limited will pay the face value of this coupon
plus B¢ if submitied by customer for this
product only. Any other use constitutes fraud.
Coupon is nonassignable. Void if faxed,
prohibited or restricted by law. Consumer must
pay any government taxes. Void if copied. For
reimbursement submit coupons and prool of
6™nQ

sales directly to Harlequin Enterprises Limited,
(810000 11720 PO. Box 880478, EI Paso, TX 88588-0478,
J.S.A Cash value 1/100 cents.

® and TM are trademarks owned and used by the trademark owner and/or its licensee.
© 2011 Harlequin Enterprises Limited
LIHBAPCOUP



HISTORICAL

INSPIRATIONAL HISTORICAL ROMANCE

Top author

VALERIE HANSEN

brings readers a heartwarming story
of love and faith with

RESCUING THQ%M

SN As a San Francisco firefighter,
' B Michael Mahoney has

never seen anything burn
more brightly than the
determination in socialite
Tess Clark’s eyes. Convinced
to support her in the women’s
suffrage movement, he vows
to protect her as the city
catches fire. Will he have the
chance to convince her that
love can’t be contained by

| social binds?

F ]
_}j._

Available in February
wherever books are sold.

Steeple
www.SteepleHill.com Hille
LIHB2855



REQUEST YOUR FREE BOOKS!

2 FREE INSPIRATIONAL NOVELS
PLUS 2

I ;
FREE Lo ot car

mmym INSPIRATIONAL HISTORICAL ROMANCE

YES! Piease send me 2 FREE Love Inspired® Historical novels and my 2 FREE
mystery gifts (gifts are worth about $10). After receiving them, if | don’t wish to receive
any more books, | can return the shipping statement marked “cancel”. If | don’t cancel,
| will receive 4 brand-new novels every other month and be billed just $4.24 per book
in the U.S. or $4.74 per book in Canada. That's a saving of over 20% off the cover
price. It's quite a bargain! Shipping and handling is just 50¢ per book.* | understand that
accepting the 2 free books and gifts places me under no obligation to buy anything. |
can always return a shipment and cancel at any time. Even if | never buy another book,
the two free books and gifts are mine to keep forever.

102/302 IDN E7QD
Name (PLEASE PRINT)
Address Apt. #
City State/Prov. Zip/Postal Code

Signature (if under 18, a parent or guardian must sign)
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| Mail to Steeple Hill Reader Service:
} IN U.S.A.: PO. Box 1867, Buffalo, NY 14240-1867
| IN CANADA: P.O. Box 609, Fort Erie, Ontario L2A 5X3
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Not valid for current subscribers to Love Inspired Historical books.

Want to try two free books from another series?
Call 1-800-873-8635 or visit www.morefreebooks.com.

* Terms and prices subject to change without notice. Prices do not include applicable
taxes. Sales tax applicable in N.Y. Canadian residents will be charged applicable
provincial taxes and GST. Offer not valid in Quebec. This offer is limited to one order
per household. All orders subject to approval. Credit or debit balances in a customer'’s
account(s) may be offset by any other outstanding balance owed by or to the customer.
Please allow 4 to 6 weeks for delivery. Offer available while quantities last.

Your Privacy: Steeple Hill Books is committed to protecting your privacy. Our
Privacy Policy is available online at www.SteepleHill.com or upon request from
the Reader Service. From time to time we make our lists of customers available to
reputable third parties who may have a product or service of interest to you. ]
If you would prefer we not share your name and address, please check here. |

Help us get it right—We strive for accurate, respectful and relevant communications.
To clarify or modify your communication preferences, visit us at
www.ReaderService.com/consumerschoice.




@ARLEQUIN.com

Women who love to read
love shopping
on eHarlequin.com!

Come back every month for a wide variety of

new releases that will satisfy any reading taste!

Browse through covers, read excerpts and get
recommendations from other readers.

Plus, don’t miss our:

e Handy “Bill Me” option. No credit card required!

® Special savings for first-time buyers!

e Everyday discounts of 20% off the cover price
on all books!

e E-mail newsletters—they’re FREE and chock-full
of exclusive coupon offers and more!

Need a book now?

eBooks.eHarlequin.com has hundreds of
backlist titles and they're always in stock!
You'll find special deals, eBook-only stories
and more! You could be reading a favorite
romance in minutes!

Visit eHarlequin.com
and eBooks.eHarlequin.com today!

DIGBPAREV



%) HARLEQUIN®

FOR EVERY MOOD"

Experience the variety
of romances that
Harlequin has to offer...



HARLEQQIN' AA/%IMGMC@ FOR EVERY MOOD™

INSPIRATIONAL

Wholesome romances that touch the heart and soul.

Love Inspired®

Contemporary inspirational
romances with Christian characters
facing the challenges of life and love
in today’s world.

Love Inspired® Suspense
Heart-pounding tales of suspense,
romance, hope and faith.

Love Inspired® Historical
Travel back in time and experience
powerful and engaging stories of
romance, adventure and faith.

Look for these and many other Harlequin and Silhouette
romance books wherever books are sold, including most

bookstores, supermarkets, drugstores and discount stores.
INSPCAT



HARLEQQIN‘ A ROM&MCB FOR EVERY MOOD™

HEART & HOME

Heartwarming romances where love can
happen right when you least expect it.

Harlequin® American Romance"*
Lively stories about homes, families

and communities like the ones you know.
'This is romance the all-American way!

Silhouette® Special Edition

A woman in her world—living and loving.
Celebrating the magic of creating a family
and developing romantic relationships.

AL EDITION
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Abby Garnes s

Harlequin® Superromance®
Unexpected, exciting and emotional
stories about life and falling in love.

Look for these and many other Harleguin and Silhouette
romance books wherever books are sold, including most
bookstores, supermarkets, drugstores and discount stores.
HHCAT



HARLEQQIN’ A Rowlaytce, FOR EVERY MOOD™

CLASSICS

Quintessential, modern love stories
that are romance at its finest.

Lgrme Graham Harlequin Presents®

INEXPERIENCED Mistisss Glamorous international settings...
unforgettable men...passionate

romances—Harlequin Presents

promises you the world!

e - Harlequin Presents® Extra
FASGLIEZ BAKY v
A Meet more of your favorite Presents

heroes and travel to glamorous
international locations in our regular
monthly themed collections.
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LiZ FIELDING
The Bride’s

Harlequin® Romance
The anticipation, the thrill of the chase
and the sheer rush of falling in love!

Look for these and many other Harlequin and Silhouette
romance books wherever books are sold, including most
bookstores, supermarkets, drugstores and discount stores.
CLASSCAT



