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Threats of the New Millennium

As the new millennium dawned a decade ago, the world witnessed two very
different events whose impacts have been far reaching, profound, and in
many ways have shaped the discourse of global issues. The first was the new
era of terrorism, ushered in by the tragedy of 9/11. It burst upon the interna-
tional scene with the force of a mega-catastrophe, occupying virtually every
waking moment of national and global leaders throughout the world and
seizing the attention of the rest of the planet’s citizens who contemplated
both the immediate implications and the long-term effects of a U.S. response.
The focused interest of national policymakers was soon transformed into a
war on terrorism, while average citizens sought to cope with changes brought
on by both the tragic events of September 2001 and the global community’s
response to them. Both governmental leaders and citizens continue to ad-
dress the consequences of this first intrusion of the new millennium on a
world now far different in many ways since the pre-9/11 era. Unfortunately,
as the millennium’s first decade ended, other challenges to global welfare and
security also emerged. At the global level, a severe financial crisis forced world
leaders to question the major tenets of contemporary capitalism. At the na-
tional level, a reemerging Russian presence, flexing its new economic muscles
based on energy and backed by a growing military might, brought back fears
of a new cold war. And throughout North Africa and the Middle East, citizens
took to the streets to protest decades of autocratic rule by despotic rulers and
to seek more democratic government. The second event at the beginning of
the millennium was less dramatic and certainly did not receive the same fan-
fare, but still has had both short- and long-term ramifications for the global
community in the twenty-first century. This was the creation of a set of ambi-
tious millennium development goals by the United Nations. In September
2000, 189 national governments committed to eight major goals in an
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initiative known as the UN Millennium Development Goals (MDG): eradi-
cate extreme poverty and hunger; achieve universal primary education; pro-
mote gender equality and empower women; reduce child mortality; improve
maternal health; combat HIV/AIDS, malaria, and other diseases; ensure envi-
ronmental sustainability; and develop a global partnership for development.
This initiative was important not only because the UN was setting an
actionable 15-year agenda against a relatively new set of global issues but also
because it signified a major change in how the international community
would henceforth address such problems confronting humankind. The new
initiative represented recognition of (1) shared responsibility between rich
and poor nations for solving such problems; (2) a link between goals; (3) the
paramount role to be played by national governments in the process; and (4)
the need for measurable outcome indicators of success. The UN Millennium
Development Goals initiative went virtually unnoticed by much of the pub-
lic, although governmental decision-makers involved with the United Na-
tions understood its significance. As we approach the 15-year timeline for
implementation of these millennium goals, the success rate has been mixed
at best.

These two major events, although vastly different, symbolize the world
in which we now find ourselves, a world far more complex and more violent
than either the earlier one characterized by the cold war struggle between
the United States and the Soviet Union, or the post-cold war era of the 1990s,
where global and national leaders struggled to identify and then find their
proper place in the post-cold war world order. Consider the first event, the
9/11 tragedy. It reminds us all that the use and abuse of power in pursuit of
political goals in earlier centuries is still a viable option for those throughout
the world who believe themselves disadvantaged because of various politi-
cal, economic, or social conditions and structures. The only difference is the
perpetrators’ choice of military hardware and strategy. Formally declared
wars fought by regular national military forces publicly committed (at least
on paper) to the tenets of just war theory have now been replaced by a
plethora of “quasi-military tactics” whose defining characteristics conjure
up terrorism, perpetrated by individuals without attachments to a regular
military and/or without allegiance to a national government and country,
and who do not hesitate to put ordinary citizens in harm’s way.

On the other hand, the second event of the new century, the UN Millen-
nium Goals initiative, symbolizes the other side of the global coin, the recogni-
tion that the international community is also beset with a number of problems
unrelated to military actions or national security, at least in a direct sense. The
past four decades have witnessed the emergence of and thrust to prominence
a number of new problems relating to social, economic, and environmental



