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Prejace

s we complete our work on the sixth edi-
tion of Marriages and Families, we look
back over five earlier editions. Together,
these represent twenty years spent observ-
ing the contemporary American family.
Not only has the family changed during this time but so
has sociology's interpretation of it. Even though our obser-
vation of change is not always encouraging, it i gratifying
to find ourselves a part of the enterprise of learning about
the family and to share that knowledge with students.
Our own perspective on the family has developed
and changed during this period as well. We have stud-
ied demography and history and have come to pay
more attention to social structure in our analysis. We
continue to affirm the power of families to direct the
course of their lives. But the American social milieu
seems less promising today than it did when we began
this book. Consequently, we now give more attention
to policies needed to provide support for today’s fami-
lies: working parents, poor and minority families, sin-
gle parents, remarried families, gay and lesbian
couples, and other nontraditional families—in short,
virtually all families, as the once-standard nuclear fam-
ily becomes less and less prevalent (though it remains a
cultural ideal and common family experience). Mar-
riage and family values continue to be important in

contemporary American life. Our students come to a
marriage and family course because family life is im-
portant to them. Our aim now, as in the first edition,
is to help students question assumptions and to recon-
cile conflicting ideas and values throughout their lives.
We enjoy and benefit from the contact we've had with
faculty and students who have used this book. Their
enthusiasm and criticism have stimulated many
changes in the book’s content. To know that a sup-
portive audience is interested in our approach to the
study of the family has enabled us to continue our
work over a long period of time.

The Book’s Themes

everal themes are interwoven throughout this text:

People are influenced by the society around them
as they make choices; social conditions change in ways
that may impede or support family life; there is an in-
terplay between individual families and the larger soci-
ety; and individuals make family-related choices
throughout adulthood.

MAKING CHOICES THROUGHOUT LIFE The

process of creating and maintaining marriages and
families requires many personal choices, and people
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continue to make decisions, even “big” ones, through-
out their lives.

PERSONAL CHOICE AND SOCIAL LIFE Tension
frequently exists between the individual and the social
environment. Many personal troubles result from so-
cietal influences, values, or assumptions, inadequate
societal support for family goals, or conflict between
family values and individual values. By understanding
some of these possible sources of tension and conflict,
individuals can perceive their personal troubles more
clearly and can work constructively toward solutions.
They may choose to form or join groups to achieve
family or individual goals. This may include involve-
ment in the political process to shape state or federal
social policy. The accumulated decisions of individuals
and families may also shape the social environment.

A CHANGING SOCIETY In the past, people
tended to emphasize the dutiful performance of social
roles in marriage and in the family structure. Today
people are more apt to view marriages as committed
relationships in which they expect to find companion-
ship and intimacy. This book examines the implica-
tions of this shift in perspective.

Individualism, economic pressure, social diversity,
and decreasing marital permanence are features of the
social context in which personal decision making takes
place today. As fewer social guidelines seem fixed, per-
sonal decision making becomes even more challenging.

The Themes Throughout
the Lije Course

he book’s themes are introduced in the prologue,

and they reappear throughout the text. We devel-
oped these themes by looking at the interplay between
findings in the social sciences and experiences of the
people around us. Ideas for topics arose from the
needs and concerns we perceived. We observed many
changes in the roles people play and in the ways they
relate to each other. Neither the “old” nor the “new”
roles and relationships seemed to us as stereotyped or
as free of ambivalence and conflicts as is often indi-
cated in books and articles. The attitudes, behavior,
and relationships of real people have a complexity that
we have tried to portray in this book.

Interwoven with these themes is the concept of the
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life course—the idea that adults may change through
reevaluation and restructuring throughout their lives.
This emphasis on the life course creates a comprehen-
sive picture of marriages and families and enables this
book to cover many topics that are new to marriage
and family texts. This book makes these points:

* Many people reexamine the decisions they have
made about marriage and family not once or twice

but throughout their lives.

* People’s personal problems and their interaction
with the social environment change as they and
their marriages and families grow older.

* People reevaluate their relationships and their ex-
pectations for relationships as they and their mar-
riages and families mature.

* Because marriage and family forms are more flexi-
ble today, people may change the style of their mar-
riage and family throughout their lives.

Marriages and Families
Making Choices

aking decisions about one’s marriage and family,

either knowledgeably or by default, begins in
early adulthood and lasts into old age. People choose
whether they will adhere to traditional beliefs, values,
and attitudes about gender roles or will adopt more
androgynous roles and relationships. They may clarify
their values about sex and become more knowledge-
able and comfortable with their sexual choices.

Women and men may choose to remain single or
to marry, and they have the option today of staying
single longer before marrying. Single people make
choices about their lives, ranging from decisions to en-
gage in sex for recreation to decisions to abstain from
sex altogether. In the courtship process people choose
between the more formal custom of dating and the
less formal “getting together.”

Once individuals choose their partners, they have
to decide how they are going to structure their mar-
riages and families. Will the partners be legally mar-
ried? Will theirs be a dual-career marriage? Will they
plan periods in which just the husband or just the wife
works interspersed with times in which both work?
Will they have children? Will they use the new repro-
ductive technology to become parents? Will other
family members live with them—parents, for exam-



ple? They will make these decisions not once but over
and over during their lifetimes.

Within the marital relationship, couples choose
how they will deal with conflicts. Will they try to ig-
nore conflicts and risk devitalized relationships? Will
they vent their anger in hostile, alienating, or physi-
cally violent ways? Or will they practice bonding ways
of communicating and fighting—ways that emphasize
sharing and can deepen intimacy?

How will the partners distribute power in the mar-
riage? Will they work toward a no-power relationship
in which the individual is more concerned with help-
ing and supporting the other than with gaining a
power advantage? How will the partners allocate work
responsibilities in the home? What value will they
place on their sexual lives together? Throughout their
experience family members continually face decisions
about how to balance each one’s need for individuality
with the need for togetherness.

Parents also have choices. In raising their children,
they can assume the role of martyr or police officer,
for example, or they can simply present themselves as
human beings who have more experience than their
youngsters and who are concerned about developing
supportive, mutually cooperative relationships.

Many spouses face decisions about whether to di-
vorce. They weigh the pros and cons, asking them-
selves which is the better alternative: living together as
they are or separating? Even when a couple decides to
divorce, there are choices to make: Will they try to
cooperate as much as possible or insist on blame and
revenge? What living and economic support arrange-
ments will work best for themselves and their chil-
dren? How will they handle the legal process?

The majority of divorced individuals eventually
face decisions about remarriage. And in the absence of
cultural models, they choose how they will define
step-relationships.

When families meet crises—and every family will
face some crises—members must make additional deci-
sions. Will they view each crisis as a challenge to be
met, or will they blame each other? What resources
can they use to handle the crisis?

An emphasis on knowledgeable decision making
does not mean that individuals can completely control
their lives. People can influence but never directly de-
termine how those around them behave or feel about
them. Partners cannot control each other’s changes

over time, nor can they avoid all accidents, illnesses,
unemployment, deaths, or even divorces. Society-wide
conditions may create unavoidable crises for individ-
ual families.

Families can control how they respond to such
crises, however. Their responses will meet their own
needs better when they refuse to react automatically
and choose instead to act as a consequence of knowl-
edgeable decision making.

Key Changes in This Edition

s marriages and families have evolved over the last

twenty years, so too has this text. [ts new subtitle,
Making Choices in a Diverse Society, illustrates the vast
changes that have taken place over the last decade.
With its thorough updating and inclusion of current
research, plus its new emphasis on students’ being able
to make choices in an exceedingly diverse society, this
book has become an unparalleled resource for gaining
insights into today’s marriages and families.

Over the past five editions, we have had two goals
in mind for student readers: first, to help them better
understand themselves and their family situations; and
second, to make students more conscious of the per-
sonal decisions that they will make throughout their
lives and of the societal influences that affect those de-
cisions. These two goals continue and are reflected in
the four themes of this text, described earlier.

The decision-making theme is, in fact, enhanced,
in this edition. We highlighted the theme of making
choices by introducing a group of theme boxes (“As
We Make Choices . . .”) throughout the text. These
boxes emphasize human agency and are designed to
help students through those moments of crucial deci-
sions. Many of these are boxes from earlier editions,
ones which our reviewers especially liked and particu-
larly asked us not to delete.

Moreover, we have added a third goal for this edi-
tion: to help students better appreciate the variety and
diversity among families today. In order to accomplish
this third goal we have presented the latest research
and statistical information on diverse family forms,
lesbian and gay male families, and on families of di-
verse races and ethnicities. We consciously integrated
these new materials throughout the textbook, always
with an eye toward avoiding stereotypical, simplistic
generalizations and, instead, explaining data in socio-
logical and sociohistorical context. Besides integrating
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information on ethnic diversity throughout the text
proper, we have added an entirely new series of boxes
entitled, “A Closer Look at Family Diversity.” These
boxes focus on the latest theory or research as it ap-
plies to some area of family diversity, from Hmong
families in Minneapolis to sexuality between lesbian
partners.

In addition (and as users have come to expect), we
have thoroughly updated the text’s research base and
statistics, emphasizing cutting-edge research that ad-
dresses the diversity of marriages and families as well
as all other topics. In accordance with this, users will
notice as many as twelve entirely new tables and
twelve entirely new figures. Revised tables and figures
have been updated with the latest available statistics.

As our reviewers requested, we have included more
discussion of how to apply an understanding of theory
and methods to current research on families. And we
have reviewed every sentence, paragraph, and section
for readability, eliminated wordiness and made expla-
nations and points clearer where appropriate.

The material formerly covered in the Managing
Family Resources chapter has been moved, putting the
budget material into an appendix and adding policy
material in appropriate places throughout the text.
Meanwhile, we have kept an applied perspective in the
text, with its emphasis on decision making in today’s
increasingly diverse society.

Because reviewers felt that the material in the for-
mer Prologue was too important not to be designated
a regular chapter, we expanded the Prologue and re-
named it Chapter 1, “Family Commitments: Making
Choices in a Changing Society.” The former box,
“Some Facts about Families in the United States To-
day,” a favorite of our users, now appears in Chapter
1. This chapter now defines the concept family and
sets the stage for the text, introducing the themes and
goals of the text, introducing the controversy over
when families are in “decline” or simply “change,” and
giving statistics that show briefly what the situation of
families in the United States is today—statistics that
will be expanded upon throughout the textbook.
Chapter 1 also includes a new “Closer Look at Family
Diversity” box on family ties and immigration.

Chapter 2 discusses theoretical perspectives on
families, perspectives that are integrated throughout
the text wherever possible, and adds a new section on
the family ecology perspective that includes family
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policy discussion taken from our previous edition’s
Chapter 13. Box 2.1 is updated, and there is new, fo-
cused discussion on feminist perspectives and a new
“Closer Look at Family Diversity” box on studying
ethnic minority families.

The focus of Chapter 3 has changed from gender
stereotypes and gender scripts to gender identities and
how these are negotiated and maintained. There are
new sections on masculinities and femininities; re-
vised, updated discussion of gendered socialization in
schools, including a new section on African American,
Latina, and Asian American girls in middle school;
and new material on how men change. The section on
the men’s movement has been revised, and a new
“Closer Look at Family Diversity” box explores Chi-
cana feminism.

Chapter 5 underwent a major revision. It now be-
gins with a section on sexual orientation, the entire
chapter having been reframed with much new mater-
ial in the section on sex and society and a new section,
“Evolutionary Psychologists—Once again: Is
Anatomy Destiny?” that reinforces and extends the
discussion in Chapter 3. A new section, “An Historical
Perspective,” presents material on heterosexism and
homophobia; another new section, “An Interactionist
Perspective: Negotiating Cultural Messages,” intro-
duces this concept and relates back to the subject’s in-
troduction in Chapter 2. In response to our reviewers
requests that we further discuss research methods
wherever possible, we have added a new section,
“How do We Know What We Do?” that explains sur-
veys in general and surveys about sex in particular.
The section, “Platform and Pulpit,” now begins with
material on Masters and Johnson’s research (formerly
in an appendix), and there is new, updated material on
the New Christian Right.

In Chapter 6, the “Changing Attitudes Toward
Marriage and Singlehood” section has been extensively
revised and updated; material dealing with single
women as compared with married women and single
men as compared with married men has been rewrit-
ten, and there is a new “Closer Look at Family Diver-
sity” box on African American men’s friendship.

In Chapter 7, the table on the ratio of men and
women by age and race has been revised to include
figures for the following ethnic groups: Asian/Pacific
Islander, American Indian/Eskimo/Aleut, African
American, Hispanic, and non-Hispanic white. The



concept of complementary needs, along with compli-
mentary needs theory, have been added. There is a
new “Closer Look at Family Diversity” box on early
marriage in a Hmong cohort.

Chapter 8, “Marriage: A Unique Relationship,” has
been a substantial revision. We believe it is the best
chapter on this topic that we have ever written. The
chapter begins with a new section on marriage and
kinship that includes new concepts such as dominant
dyad, consanguineous relationship, and la familia. The
chapter also reframes the discussion on intrinsic versus
utilitarian marriages. The section on extramarital sex
has been totally rewritten, and a new section on the
‘controversy over whether same-sex couples should
legally marry is now included.

Chapter 9 includes a new discussion of family sys-
tems theory that has been incorporated into the text
proper rather than appropriated to a box, a change of
chapter focus from just resolving conflicts to imple-
menting positive communication techniques, and a
new “Closer Look at Family Diversity” box on reli-
gion’s role in rural African American marriages.

In Chapter 10, we reinstated French and Raven’s
six bases of power, as requested by our reviewers, and
added a new “Closer Look at Family Diversity” box
on immigrant children, speaking English, and family
power. We added material on family violence and up-
dated that section thoroughly as well as added a new
section on abuse among lesbian and gay male couples.

Material throughout Chapter 11 has been updated,
while technical information on high tech fertility from
the 5th edition has been moved from this chapter, as
requested by our reviewers, and reformulated as an ap-
pendix (Appendix E).

In Chapter 12, new “parents and children” sections
relate specifically to African Americans, Native Ameri-
cans, Mexican Americans, and Asian Americans.
There is a newly revised section on raising minority
children in a racist and discriminatory society, as well
as a new “Closer Look at Family Diversity” box in
which an Asian student talks about discrimination he
encountered. Le Master’s five parenting styles have
been taken out of their 5th-edition box and incorpo-
rated into the text proper.

Chapter 13 has a new section on race, ethnicity,
and housework, and a new “Closer Look at Family
Diversity” box on race/ethnicity, immigration, social
class, and childcare.

In Chapter 14 there is a new “Closer Look at Fam-
ily Diversity” box on how low-income, African Ameri-
can mothers care for children with sickle-cell disease,
along with a new section that specifically addresses the
“sandwich” generation, as requested by our reviewers.

In Chapter 15, there is a new section, “Other Fac-
tors Associated with Divorce,” that points to such de-
mographic factors as marrying young and premarital
childbearing; the section on the economic conse-
quences of divorce has been revised; there are new sec-
tions that explore the issue of no-fault divorce laws
and if they're responsible for ex-wives’ and their chil-
dren’s poverty; and there is a new section on survey
versus clinical findings regarding children of divorce.
There is a new section on the possible reasons for the
negative effects of divorce on children, adult children
of divorced parents, and intergenerational relation-
ships, and the stability of marriages for adult children
of divorced parents.

Chapter 16 has been retitled “Remarriages” in the
plural to demonstrate that remarriages are not all alike;
and a section has been added to show the diversity of
remarriage types, from those without any children to
those with step and biological children. This chapter
has a new case study, “My (Remarried) Family,” along
with a new section on remarriage and children’s living
arrangements.

The Afterword (formerly the Epilogue) now in-
cludes an entirely new section on family values. This
section is designed to be especially text-student inter-
active: Students are asked to think critically and an-
swer questions about what they think family values are
and the relationship between these and social policy.

All the appendices have been revised and updated
as needed. Two new appendices have been added from
material previously in the text proper: Appendix E:
High-Tech Fertility, and Appendix I: Managing a
Family Budget.

The Summary sections of each chapter have been
revised, as have all Study Questions sections at the end
of each chapter.

Special Features off Marriages
and Families

* A broad, up-to-date research base. The content is
based on extensive research. More than 2,500
sources are cited, including many recent studies.
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* Interview case studies. Agnes Riedmann talked
with individuals of all ages about their experiences
in marriages and families. These interviews appear
as boxed excerpts, balancing and expanding topics
presented in the chapters. We hope that the presen-
tation of individuals’ stories in their own words will
help students to see their own lives more clearly
and will encourage them to discuss and reevaluate
their own attitudes and values.

* Enrichment material. Boxed material on making
choices and on family diversity, drawn from classic
research, new studies, popular social science, and
newspaper and journal articles supports and ex-
pands the chapter content.

* Pedagogical aids. An outline of topics to be cov-
ered introduces each chapter. A large number of
charts and diagrams present current data in easily
understood form. End-of-chapter study aids include
a summary, a list of key terms, study questions, and
annotated suggested readings. A comprehensive
glossary defines and illustrates important terms.

Ancillary Materials Available

The Instructors Resource Manual with Test Items
(written by David Treybig, Baldwin-Wallace College)
includes for each chapter lecture outlines and sugges-
tions, student activities, chapter review sheets, and
video suggestions. Each chapter also includes multiple-
choice, true-false, and completion questions with page
references.

The Study Guide (also written by David Treybig of
Baldwin-Wiallace College) contains for each chapter an
overview and summary, points to ponder, key terms,
key research studies and concepts, study tips, and test
items (that include true/false, short-answer, multiple
choice and essay questions with an answer key).

New to this edition, the Marriages and Families\World
Wide Web Home Page offers materials for students and
instructors, including links to Internet resources relevant
to the study of marriages and families, exercises for stu-
dents using the World Wide Web, Instructor’s Resource
Manual material, and more. Access the Lamanna/Ried-
mann Web site through the Wadsworth URL:
http://www.wadsworth.com/wadsworth.html.

In addition, new videotapes selected to reflect the
diversity of marriages and families covered within the
textbook will be available to adopters; contact your
ITP sales representative for details.

PREFACE

The Small Group Activities and Collaborative Ex-
ercises Workbook consists of suggestions and resources
for student activities appropriate for small groups and
collaborative learning environments.

Wadsworth Marriage and Family Videotape is
available upon adoption. This features four 30-minute
segments from the Intelecom telecourse series, “Por-
trait of a Family,” which was developed to support this
text. Topics include gender roles, communication,
conflict and divorce.

Transparencies contain forty two-color acetates that
include charts and graphs from the text.

Testing now includes both computerized testing
and new online testing for adopters.
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A Student’s Guide

to Learning

s you start out on this exploration of marriages
and families, you no doubt hope to gain some
insights into this social institution that is a major

element in shaping our lives. For instance, what is a functional fam-
ily? For that matter, what is a family? How do so many different interpretations of
marriage and family work within one society? Where is this institution called fam-
ily headed and how will all these rapid changes affect you?

This book will help you gain both a better understanding of yourself and your
own personal family situation, as well as a deeper understanding and broader per-
spective of the societal diversity that exists outside—and maybe even within—your
family structure. Through the text’s focus on decision making, you'll learn to
become more aware of the personal decisions you must make throughout your life
and how to make educated choices based on knowledge. You'll also discover how
society influences your decision making.

As marriages and families have evolved over the last twenty years, so too has this
text. Its new subtitle, Making Choices in a Diverse Society, illustrates the vast changes
that have taken place over the last decade. With its thorough updating and inclu-
sion of current research, plus its new emphasis on your being able to make choices
in an exceedingly diverse society, this book is an unparalleled resource for gaining
insights into today’s marriages and families.

Take a few minutes to look over the next few pages. This Guide to Learning is
a quick run-through of the text’s major elements—all developed to help you to
understand the changing nature of families today and to make informed choices in
an increasingly complex and fluid society.



Making Choices . . .

The Decision Making Perspective

What's really behind the decisions you
make? This diagram of the cycle of
knowledgeable decision making is a great
visual aid in helping you gain a better
understanding of the decision making
process and how social forces affect the (1 or 1 3t) /
personal choices you make. The diagram

also illustrates one of this book’s impor-
tant themes: decision making within the
context of a diverse society.

s
("1 think")

Awareness of personal \ / Considering consequences of

values ('l feel’) each alternative

1.2

| The cycle of knowledgeable decision making. (Source: Adapted from O'Neill and O'Neill 1974)

(From Chapter One: Family Commitments: Making

Choices in a Changing Society) S EVER

AS WE MAKE CHOICES

Communicating About Sex

Negotiating our own sexuality and sexual expression in face-
to-face relationships can be tricky. (Maybe that's why cybersex
is so popular!) Sexual expression carries the promise of “tran-
scending the limits of the individual and relating intimately...
to other persons” (Francoeur 1987, p. 531). At the same time,
sharing our sexuality makes us tremendously vulnerable. Both
women and men need clear and positive feedback to know
what brings their partners the greatest joy and fulfiliment. One
popular seminar leader on relationship communication and sex
recommends that couples take a half hour every so often, par-
ticularly when they are not feeling negative about sex, and talk
about it.

Here are some questions to stimulate an informative conversa-

tion:

* What do you like about having sex with me?

* How did you feel when | did ?

* Would you like more sex?

® About how much sex would you like each week (or month,
or day)?

® Would you like for us to spend more (or less) time when
we have sex?

* |s there something specific you would like me to do in the
next month during sex?

® |s there a new way you would like me to touch you? If yes,
would you show me?

Is there anything new you would like me to try?

® |s there anything you would like to try that we've never
done?

Is there anything | used to do that you would like me to do
more of or again?

Note that a conversation like this needs to be mutual and re-
ciprocal: Both partners ask and answer these questions—and
they accept each other's answers without judgment either of
themselves or of their partner.

What makes it difficult to talk about our sexual desires is that
we don't want to hurt our partner’s feelings and, conversely, we
would hate to hear that we are disappointing our partner in any
way at all. Meanwhile, we don't want to feel pressured to do
anything that would not feel comfortable to us. So when an-
swering these questions, it is important that you make it clear
that you are not demanding more. The dialogue works best if its
only purpose is to share information.

Then, too, you should not do things that do not feel right to you.
But if your partner wants something that doesn’t seem impor-
tant to you or seems unpleasant, you might consider keeping an
open mind. And when your partner does not seem open to
things you favor, try to accept that at least for now. "A secret of
great sex is to build on the strengths you have and not focus on
the problems or what you are missing” (Gray 1995, pp. 53-55).

Many New “As We Make
Choices” Boxes to Help
Jou in Those Moments of
Crucial Decisions

This box, “As We Make Choices:
Communicating About Sex,”
provides you with some useful
questions that can help you turn
what might have been awkward,
stilted, self-conscious conversa-
tion about sex into a sincere,
open, meaningful dialogue.

(From Chapter Five: Our Sexual Selves)



A Rock-Solid Research Base . . .

This latest edition of Marriages and Families is filled with a wealth of

statistics and research references that are the latest and most solid data

available. As you read through the many topics on marriages and fami-

Children learn much sbout gender roles from their parents, whether they are taught conscious! ly or unconscious ty. Par-
ents may model roles and reinforce expectations of appropriate behavior. On the ather hand. children aiso internalize

messages from available cultural influences and materials surrounding them.

playing with other-sex toys (Lytton and Romney cia will more likely be assigned cooking and laundry

1991). tasks; Patrick, painting and mowing (Burns and
Boys have toys that develop spatial abiliy and cre Homel 1989; McHale et al. 1990).° Because typically

ative construction; girls have toys that encourage social  girls' chores are daily and boys' sporadic. girls spend

skills (Lips 1995). Toys considered appropriate for

hem—a fact that “ma

boys encourage physical activity and independent play.  message about ma
whereas “girls’ toys” elicit closer physical proximity Some parents unc
and more talk berween child and caregiver (Caldera, t0 be inconsiderat

Huston, and O'Brien 1989). As children ger older,
Patrick is more likely to have a computer than is Pari-
cia (Nelson and Cooper 1990). And Patrick may join
the Boy Scouts, an organization originated to “make
big men of little boys.”

Beginning when children are about 5 and increas-
ing through adolescence, parents allocate houschold
chores—both the amounts and kinds—to their chil-
dren differentially, that is, according to their sex. Pagri

lies and the data that supports the material, you'll
gain new insights into the forces shaping our
society and your own daily life.

Some 500 new sources have been added to this
edition, including references from 7he American
Sociological Review, The American Journal of
Sociology, and The Journal of Marriage and the
Family, as well as periodicals such as 7he New
York Times, The Wall Street Journal, and

Newsweek.

Topics o} High Interest Backed
by Recent Research

This discussion of girls and boys in
families is richly supported by current
research references. The text’s hun-
dreds of current references give you an
informed and analytical view of the

status of marriages and families today.
(From Chapter Three: Our Gendered Identities)

Parents also model different behaviors, As
Chodorow notes, most children are cared for by

mothers primarily. This sicuation may convey to chil-
dren the idea that child
eral) s “women's
appear to be invol more important” and
prestigious things and Homel 1989)

I

socialization in early

e (and nurturance in gen-
anwhile, fachers may

vod begins a
d males are

s and interests
family provide

dev

ping

identity. play and peer groups become important as

children try our identities and adult behaviors. We
fur our artention now to research on differences in
boys' and girls’ play.




. . . Comprehensive and timely

Throughout this book, you will find comprehensive cover-
age of important and timely topics such as this provocative
discussion of same sex marriages in Chapter 8. Sensitive,
complete coverage of issues like these are important to
your understanding of the many controversial issues related

to marriage and the family.

Views of Gay Rights Activists
on Same-Sex Marria

Legal Marriage and Hawaii
Should Same-Sex Couples Marry? el i, the wely oot i thark .




