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WHY STUDY HISTORY?:

hy take a course in American

history? This is a question that

many college and university stu-

dents ask. In many respects, stu-

dents today are like the generations

of Americans who have gone before

them: optimistic and forward looking, far more eager to

imagine where we as a nation might be going than to reflect

on where we have been. If anything, this tendency has be-

come more pronounced in recent years, as the Internet rev-

olution has accelerated the pace and excitement of change

and made even the recent past seem at best quaint, at worst
uninteresting and irrelevant.

But it is precisely in these moments of change that a
sense of the past can be indispensable in terms of guiding
our actions in the present and future. We can find in other
periods of American history moments, like our own, of
dizzying technological change and economic growth, rapid
alterations in the concentration of wealth and power, and
basic changes in patterns of work, residence, and play.
How did Americans at those times create, embrace, and re-
sist these changes? In earlier periods of American history,
the United States was home, as it is today, to a broad ar-
ray of ethnic and racial groups. How did earlier generations
of Americans respond to the cultural conflicts and misun-
derstandings that often arise from conditions of diversity?
How did immigrants of the early 1900s perceive their new
land? How and when did they integrate themselves into
American society? To study how ordinary Americans of the
past struggled with these issues is to gain perspective on
the opportunities and problems that we face today.

History also provides an important guide to affairs of
state. What role should America assume in world affairs?
Should we participate in international bodies such as the
United Nations, or insist on our ability to act autonomously

XXvil

and without the consent of other nations? What is the
proper role of government in economic and social life?
Should the government regulate the economy? To what ex-
tent should the government enforce morality regarding re-
ligion, sexual practices, drinking and drugs, movies, TV,
and other forms of mass culture? And what are our re-
sponsibilities as citizens to each other and to the nation?
Americans of past generations have debated these issues
with verve and conviction. Learning about these debates
and how they were resolved will enrich our understanding
of the policy possibilities for today and tomorrow.

History, finally, is about stories—stories that we all tell
about ourselves; our families; our communities; our ethnic-
ity, race, region, and religion; and our nation. They are sto-
ries of triumph and tragedy, of engagement and flight, and
of high ideals and high comedy. When telling these stories,
“American history” is often the furthest thing from our
minds. But, often, an implicit sense of the past informs
what we say about grandparents who immigrated many
years ago; the suburb in which we live; the church, syna-
gogue, or mosque at which we worship; or the ethnic or
racial group to which we belong. How well, we might ask,
do we really understand these individuals, institutions, and
groups? Do our stories about them capture their history
and complexity? Or do our stories wittingly or unwittingly
simplify or alter what these individuals and groups experi-
enced? A study of American history helps us first to ask
these questions and then to answer them. In the process,
we can embark on a journey of intellectual and personal
discovery and situate ourselves more firmly than we had
thought possible in relation to those who came before us.
We can gain a firmer self-knowledge and a greater appre-
ciation for the richness of our nation and, indeed, of all
humanity.



his concise version of the much admired,

Liberty, Equality, Power is intended to make

the textbook more accessible to a broad range

of students and to give instructors maximum

flexibility in determining how best to use it in

their courses. A brief edition, for example,

makes it easier for instructors both to reach out to students

who might be discouraged by a longer book and to supple-

ment a textbook with readings. web-based exercises, movies,
and related materials of their own choosing.

The Concise Third Edition won praise for its successful
integration of political, cultural, and social history; its the-
matic unity; its narrative clarity and eloquence; its extraordi-
nary coverage of pre-Columbian America; its attention to
war and conquest; its extended treatment of the Civil War;
its history of economic growth and change; and its robust
map and illustration programs. We have preserved and en-
hanced all the strengths of the third edition in the fourth.

THE LIBERTY, EQUALITY, POWER
APPROACH

In this book we tell many small stories, and one large one:
how America transformed itself, in a relatively brief era of
world history, from a land inhabited by hunter-gatherer and
agricultural Native American societies into the most powerful
industrial nation on earth. This story has been told many
times before, and those who have told it in the past have usu-
ally emphasized the political experiment in liberty and equal-
ity that took root here in the 18th century. We, too, stress
the extraordinary and transformative impact that the ideals of
liberty and equality exerted on American politics, society, and
economics during the American Revolution and after. We
show how the creation of a free economic environment—
one that nourished entrepreneurship and technological
innovation—underpinned American industrial might. We em-
phasize, too, the successful struggles for freedom that, over
the course of the last 230 years, have brought—first to all
white men, then to men of color and finally to women—
rights and opportunities that they had not previously known.
But we have also identified a third factor in this pantheon of
American ideals—that of power. We examine power in many
forms: the accumulation of economic fortunes that domi-
nated the economy and politics; the dispossession of Native
Americans from land that they regarded as theirs; the en-
slavement of millions of Africans and their African American
descendants for a period of almost 250 years; the relegation

XXIX

of women and of racial, ethnic, and religious minorities to
subordinate places in American society; and the extension of
American control over foreign peoples, such as Latin Amer-
icans and Filipinos, who would have preferred to have been
free and self-governing. We do not mean to suggest that
American power has always been turned to these negative
purposes. To the contrary: subordinate groups have them-
selves marshaled power to combat oppression, as in the abo-
litionist and civil rights crusades, the campaign for woman'’s
suffrage, and the labor movement. In the 20th century, the
federal government used its power to moderate poverty and
to manage the economy in the interests of general prosper-
ity. While one form of power sustained slavery over many
generations, another, greater power abolished the institution
in four years. Later, the federal government mobilized the na-
tion’s military might to defeat Nazi Germany, World War I
Japan, the Cold War Soviet Union, and other enemies of
freedom. The invocation of power as a variable in American
history forces us to widen the lens through which we look at
the past and to complicate the stories we tell. Ours has been
a history of freedom and domination, of progress toward
democracy and of delays and reverses, of abundance and
poverty, of wars to free peoples from tyranny and battles to
put foreign markets under American control.

In complicating our master narrative in this way, we
think we have rendered American history more exciting and
intriguing. Progress has not been automatic, but has been in-
stead the product of ongoing struggles.

In this book we have also tried to capture the diversity of
the American past, both in terms of outcomes and in terms
of the variety of groups who have participated in America’s
making. We have not presented Native Americans simply as
the victims of European aggression, but as a people diverse
in their own ranks, with a variety of systems of social orga-
nization and cultural expression. We give equal treatment to
the industrial titans of American history—the likes of An-
drew Carnegie and John D. Rockefeller—and to those, such
as small farmers and skilled workers, who resisted the cor-
porate reorganization of economic life. We dwell on the
achievements of 1863, when African Americans were freed
from slavery, and of 1868, when they were made full citi-
zens of the United States. But we also note how a majority
of African Americans had to wait another 100 years, until
the civil rights movement of the 1960s, to gain full access to
American freedoms. We tell similarly complex stories about
women, Latinos, and groups of ethnic Americans.

Political issues, of course, are only part of America’s
story. Americans have always pursued individuality and hap-
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piness and, in the process, have created the world's most
vibrant popular culture. They have embraced technological
innovations, especially those promising to make their lives
easier and more fun. In light of this history, we have devoted
considerable space to a discussion of popular culture, from the
founding of the first newspapers in the 18th century to
the rise of movies, jazz, and the comics in the 20th century,
to the cable television and Internet revolutions of recent years.
We have pondered, too, how American industry has periodi-
cally altered home and personal life by making new prod-
ucts—such as clothing, cars, refrigerators, and computers—
available to consumers. In such ways we hope to give our
readers a rich portrait of how Americans spent their time,
money, and leisure at various points in our history.

New 1O THiS EDITION

In preparing for this revision, we solicited feedback from
professors and scholars throughout the country, many of
whom have used the Concise Third Edition of Liberty,
Equality, Power in their classrooms. Their comments
proved most helpful, and many of their suggestions have
been incorporated into this edition. We have, for example,
learned how much users valued the Concise Third Edition
for being a third shorter than the full edition, for presenting
briefer and more focused Suggested Readings at the end of
chapters, and for offering the History Through Film se-
ries. Each of these features appears in the Concise Fourth
Edition. We have also added an exciting new feature, Musi-
cal Links to the Past, which debuted in 2005 as part of
the full Fourth Edition of Liberty, Equality, Power.

Musical Links to the Past represents our effort to
make aspects of America’s extraordinarily rich and varied
musical heritage integral to the history we present to our
readers. In fifteen features, we examine songs—the lyrics, the
music, the performers, and the historical context—from the
middle of the 18th century to the present. These pieces
range from revolutionary-era odes to American liberty to
20th-century country music laments about women’s domes-
tic burdens. Represented in this textbook are pieces by artists
as different as Stephen Foster and Joni Mitchell, John Philip
Sousa and Bob Dylan, Duke Ellington and Grandmaster
Flash. All have made important contributions to the history
of American music and enriched our musical heritage.

To make this feature come alive in classrooms, we have
assembled a CD containing the musical selections that we
discuss. All instructors who adopt our textbook will, upon re-
quest, receive a free copy of this CD, and will, as a result, be
able to play the music in their classrooms.

In preparing this feature, we turned to Dr. Harvey Co-
hen, a cultural historian and music expert who received his
Ph.D. from the University of Maryland. Possessing an ex-

traordinary knowledge of the history of American music,
and being an accomplished musician in his own right, Har-
vey was the ideal scholar to guide our choice of songs. He
also drafted the texts of the fifteen features, and, in the
process, labored hard and imaginatively to turn his musical
knowledge into history that, we think, will appeal to stu-
dents. His work has been indispensable to us, and we are
deeply grateful to him.

In the Concise Fourth Edition, we have also taken steps
to enhance the book’s design and its pedagogical program.
Users of the Concise Third Edition will note that we have
gone to a bigger trim size, a format that permits us to in-
crease the size of the photographs, illustrations, and maps.
We have replaced the plain Chronology boxes of the Con-
cise Third Edition with visually engaging Timelines that
help students understand the relationships among the events
and movements of a particular era. We now open many
chapter sections with Focus Questions that help students
to grasp overarching themes and to organize the knowledge
that they are acquiring. These Focus Questions reappear at
the end of each chapter in Chapter Reviews, which are
supplemented by Critical Thinking Questions that en-
courage students to range widely and imaginatively in their
thinking about what they have just learned.

Two other features new to this edition, Quick Reviews
and Glossary Terms, further contribute to the emphasis
we have placed on pedagogy. Quick Reviews appear peri-
odically in the margins to summarize major events, ideas,
and movements discussed in the text. Glossary Terms—
individuals, ideas, events, legislation, and movements that
we have deemed particularly important to an understanding
of the historical period in question—appear boldface in the
text and then are briefly defined in the margins. We have
also assembled all the glossary terms in an alphabetical ap-
pendix that appears at the end of the textbook. Taken alto-
gether, these pedagogical changes contribute significantly to
this edition. Our hope is that they will enhance the learning
experience of the students who use our textbook.

Finally, we have scrutinized each page of the textbook,
making sure our prose is clear, the historical issues are well
presented, and the scholarship is up to date. This review,
guided by the scholarly feedback we received, caused us to
make numerous revisions and additions. A list of notable
content changes follows.

SpPECIFIC REVISIONS TO CONTENT
AND COVERAGE

Chapter 1 Major addition adopts Jared Diamond’s (from
his best-seller, Guns, Germs, and Steel) geographical argu-
ment (east-west axis) for European technological superiority
over Amerindians by 1492.



Chapter 2 New emphasis is placed on the impor-
tance of the Newfoundland and St. Lawrence fisheries well
before 1600, as well as the role of William Byrd, William
Fitzhugh, and other great planters in deliberately choosing to
replace indentured servitude with hereditary slavery. The
section on the rise of slavery in North America has been
strengthened, and the section on South Carolina’s involve-
ment in the Indian slave trade has been expanded.

Chapter 3 The chapter now incorporates Mary Beth
Norton's important book on Salem witchcraft by emphasiz-
ing witchcraft's close connection to the Indian war on the
northern frontier. There is a new, brief discussion of the rise
of Indian slavery in New France and a fuller account of the
Yamasee War in South Carolina.

Chapter 4 There is new material on the northern
colonies as modernizing societies even before indepen-
dence, on women and the weaving industry, and on the
conversion of slaves to Christianity in Virginia after 1720.
New emphasis is placed on the random brutality of slave
discipline and how the African slave trade became a ma-
jor engine of Newport's economic growth in the 18th
century.

Chapter 5 Coverage of colonial smuggling in relation
to the Grenville Program has been expanded, as has discus-
sion of slave unrest in South Carolina during the Stamp Act
disturbances.

Chapter 6 The chapter now incorporates the major
findings of David Hackett Fischer's Washington’s Crossing,
especially his arguments that a widespread rising of the
militia in the Delaware Valley prompted Washington to plan
his Trenton-Princeton campaign and that continued activity
by the militia in what Fischer calls “the foraging war” se-
verely wore down the strength of the British army.

Chapter 19 Major new sections on American middle-
class society and culture, the Columbian Exposition of 1893,
and the New Woman have been added.

Chapter 20 The chapter includes a new section on
Asian immigrants to the United States.

Chapter 24 A major new section on the decline of
feminism in the 1920s has been added.

Chapter 25 The chapter now offers a major new sec-
tion on the culture of the 1930s, covering the work of such
artists as Studs Lonigan, Nathaniel West, and the Marx
Brothers, along with new material on Woody Guthrie.

Chapter 26 Discussion related to the Coral Sea has
been revised.

PREFACE XXX

Chapter 27 Coverage of the Cold War and civil
rights has been expanded; minor changes have been made
to material on the lend-lease policy, the Marshall Plan, the

development of an atomic device by the Soviet Union, and
the OSS.

Chapter 29 The discussion relating to class issues as
they related to the Vietnam conflict has been expanded. The
section on women’s issues, including the use of the birth-
control pill, has been expanded.
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