Learn:

* The basics of French grammar
and sentence construction

"9 w to conjugate regular,
| & :gular, and stem-changing
B bs

* express ideas about the
| 1it, present, and future

Lauvra K. Lawless

Author, Intermediate French For Dummies

Zoe Erotopoulos, PhD

Author, French Verbs For Dummies




French
Essentials

FOR,

DUMMIES

by Lot L hitgctslobid
Zoe Br ulqsy Phid:.
| ” —}JJ -:.'{'1.

)

WILEY
Wiley Publishing, Inc.



French Essentials For Dummies®

Published by

Wiley Publishing, Inc.
111 River St.

Hoboken, NJ 07030-5774

www.wiley.com
Copyright © 2011 by Wiley Publishing, Inc., Indianapolis, Indiana
Published simultaneously in Canada

No part of this publication may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval system or transmitted in any
form or by any means, electronic, mechanical, photocopying, recording, scanning or otherwise,
except as permitted under Sections 107 or 108 of the 1976 United States Copyright Act, without
either the prior written permission of the Publisher, or authorization through payment of the appro-
priate per-copy fee to the Copyright Clearance Center, 222 Rosewood Drive, Danvers, MA 01923,
(978) 750-8400, fax (978) 646-8600. Requests to the Publisher for permission should be addressed to
the Permissions Department, John Wiley & Sons, Inc., 111 River Street, Hoboken, NJ 07030, (201)
748-6011, fax (201) 748-6008, or online at http: //www.wiley.com/go/permissions.

Trademarks: Wiley, the Wiley Publishing logo, For Dummies, the Dummies Man logo, A Reference
for the Rest of Us!, The Dummies Way, Dummies Daily, The Fun and Easy Way, Dummies.com,
Making Everything Easier, and related trade dress are trademarks or registered trademarks of John
Wiley & Sons, Inc. and/or its affiliates in the United States and other countries, and may not be used
without written permission. All other trademarks are the property of their respective owners. Wiley
Publishing, Inc., is not associated with any product or vendor mentioned in this book.

LIMIT OF LIABILITY/DISCLAIMER OF WARRANTY: THE PUBLISHER AND THE AUTHOR MAKE
NO REPRESENTATIONS OR WARRANTIES WITH RESPECT TO THE ACCURACY OR
COMPLETENESS OF THE CONTENTS OF THIS WORK AND SPECIFICALLY DISCLAIM ALL
WARRANTIES, INCLUDING WITHOUT LIMITATION WARRANTIES OF FITNESS FOR A
PARTICULAR PURPOSE. NO WARRANTY MAY BE CREATED OR EXTENDED BY SALES OR
PROMOTIONAL MATERIALS. THE ADVICE AND STRATEGIES CONTAINED HEREIN MAY NOT BE
SUITABLE FOR EVERY SITUATION. THIS WORK IS SOLD WITH THE UNDERSTANDING THAT
THE PUBLISHER IS NOT ENGAGED IN RENDERING LEGAL, ACCOUNTING, OR OTHER
PROFESSIONAL SERVICES. IF PROFESSIONAL ASSISTANCE IS REQUIRED, THE SERVICES OF A
COMPETENT PROFESSIONAL PERSON SHOULD BE SOUGHT. NEITHER THE PUBLISHER NOR
THE AUTHOR SHALL BE LIABLE FOR DAMAGES ARISING HEREFROM. THE FACT THAT AN
ORGANIZATION OR WEBSITE IS REFERRED TO IN THIS WORK AS A CITATION AND/OR A
POTENTIAL SOURCE OF FURTHER INFORMATION DOES NOT MEAN THAT THE AUTHOR OR
THE PUBLISHER ENDORSES THE INFORMATION THE ORGANIZATION OR WEBSITE MAY
PROVIDE OR RECOMMENDATIONS IT MAY MAKE. FURTHER, READERS SHOULD BE AWARE
THAT INTERNET WEBSITES LISTED IN THIS WORK MAY HAVE CHANGED OR DISAPPEARED
BETWEEN WHEN THIS WORK WAS WRITTEN AND WHEN IT IS READ.

For general information on our other products and services, please contact our Customer Care
Department within the U.S. at 877-762-2974, outside the U.S. at 317-572-3993, or fax 317-572-4002.

For technical support, please visit www.wiley.com/techsupport.

Wiley also publishes its books in a variety of electronic formats. Some content that appears in print
may not be available in electronic books.

Library of Congress Control Number: 2011927300
ISBN: 978-1-118-07175-5

Manufactured in the United States of America
100978 7 I6E 54 R 20

WILEY




About the Authors

Laura K. Lawless is the author of seven language instruction
books (four French and three Spanish). She also teaches
French, Spanish, and English on the Internet and has a Web
site of vegetarian recipes and information.

Zoe Erotopoulos holds an M.A., M.Phil, and Ph.D. in French
and Romance Philology from Columbia University. Her French
teaching experience ranges from elementary to advance level
courses including literature and theater. Dr. Erotopoulos

has taught at a number of institutions including Columbia
University, Reid Hall in Paris, and Trinity College in Hartford,
Connecticut. For the past 15 years, she has been teaching in
the Department of Modern Languages and Literatures at
Fairfield University in Fairfield, Connecticut.



Publisher’s Acknowledgments

We're proud of this book; please send us your comments at http://dummies.
custhelp.com. For other comments, please contact our Customer Care Department
within the U.S. at 877-762-2974, outside the U.S. at 317-572-3993, or fax 317-572-4002.

Some of the people who helped bring this book to market include the following:

Acquisitions, Editorial, and Media Composition Services
Development Project Coordinator: Kristie Rees
Project Editor: Joan Friedman Layout and Graphics: Claudia Bell,
Acquisitions Editor: Michael Lewis Samantha K. Cherolis,
Assistant Editor: David Lutton Corrie Socolovitch
Technical Editors: Hoi Ngoc Doan, Proofreader: Mildred Rosenzweig
Eric Laird, Beverly Randall Indexer: Estalita Slivoskey
Senior Editorial Manager:

Jennifer Ehrlich

Editorial Supervisor and Reprint Editor:
Carmen Krikorian

Editorial Assistant: Rachelle S. Amick

Cover Photos: © iStockphoto.com /
Ivonne Wierink-vanWetten

Cartoon: Rich Tennant
(www . theSthwave . com)

Publishing and Editorial for Consumer Dummies
Diane Graves Steele, Vice President and Publisher, Consumer Dummies
Kristin Ferguson-Wagstaffe, Product Development Director, Consumer Dummies
Ensley Eikenburg, Associate Publisher, Travel
Kelly Regan, Editorial Director, Travel
Publishing for Technology Dummies
Andy Cummings, Vice President and Publisher, Dummies Technology/General User
Composition Services
Debbie Stailey, Director of Composition Services



Contents at a Glance

T EEEEEEEEE TR Y Y ® 2 @ Z s T EEERE R )

JNErOAUCHION «....eeeeeeaeeeeaeeeeeaeeeeennnaceenancseennaceeees ]

Chapter 1::Getting DOWN L0 BASICS .. cicisisiioreseorisstassaschesnianissossesns susss
Chapter 2: Narrowing the Gender Gap ...........cccccceeuernrisnnsssssssesnasasenesse
Chapter 3: It’s Happening in the Present

Chapter 4: Being Descriptive and Connecting Your Thoughts.......... 67
Chapter 5: Connecting with Prepositions . i....::i..ii. o ieiiiismnisnecisntonios 87
Chapter 6: Asking and Answering Questions...........ccccoceeervenercnennenns 95
Chapter :'Uncoveringthe Pastil..........0ullil i il s eeitastunses
Chapter 8: Foreseeing the Puture. ... 8 i e et e e
Chapter 9: Recognizing Verb Moods

Chapter 10: Ten Important Verb Distinctions ...........cccccceeeeeereenenneee. 151
ADPERAIE IV EED CRATES ... i e e s st eaivansssns oxsntio ioe T TR 157

AR o e it BBt bt TS



Table of Contents

000 OC DO OODPSOEOSOPOSEBDBDREOOOSTOBDBOIODPOIOEOPRBDBOEOROREOTDS
DR, . .. fE R AR BB v « i v il s o 1
About Eis Bk e el so i isveesundtsnsenosbatsssses 1
Conventionssed i ThiS BOGK :-...............0.ccotmeinensssenorsuises 1
EoOhShiASSUMPHOIIS S Y5 e M B e csssseitassnsststssossionnss 2
Icons Usediin BhisSBooker 2500 Boll i immnamemmin 2
Witere 10 Go fromiHere . = S lieil g G itstisestirasssseassssssssbe 3
Chapter 1: Getting DowntoBasics .................. 5
SInGINUMBRES T e o M s icr o gesnrens deasiingbibsanesbosssas 5
Counting with cardinal numbers...........cccccecevvieivinnnns 5

Expressing ordinal BUHIDETLS ... . ..o owssssesssssssssrsssesaies 8

Setfing the Date ... Lot o om i S atew ol i iidiensiiinis 9
Naming the days of the Week.........cc..ccceiiisinsissrcsnocnsesanes 9

Usingithe nmionthsiof the yearii............cc. oo riiinisicn. 10
GivIngiREIdate nil = amBnias.) . ...l oioe e haeorisess 11

DT A e T e A Lo B e AU Y 12
Reviewing the Parts of Speech..............ccecceniicniiroisansaasonsasse 14
Identifying things with nouns and articles................. 14

Replacing with pronouns............cccccceveeniinerveccvencrennnen. 14

Moving along WillEVeERSIE: L. ... ssintvseinssiioass 15

Modifying with adiechivesTo L. ...........c0 0 dmvessss 16
QualitvingiwithiadVerbSIEte vt nvessisisssrvesses 17
Connecting with prepositions..............cccccceevvcereenuennae. 17

Chapter 2: Narrowing the GenderGap .............. 19
Specitying with Definite/ATUICIES ... ........ccccviasrsssassvessssnios 19
Distinguishing the definite articles..........c.c.ccueuun.... 20
Usingdelinite articlesiBe. . ..............iindanmmnsen 20
Contracting with definite articles.............c.coccceeveninene 21
Generalizing with Indefinite Articles ..........cccoceveveniniecnenens 22
CinderstandingdneRarbilive .00 . ... c..covimiisiossismmsiosss 23
Using Demonstrative Adjectives...........ccccccccevruervnincccnnernennnes 24
Taking the Guesswork out of Gender ...............c.cccccerreverucuene 26
Liearningithe gender ol MOUIIS L ..........c.oovcmsvisissessisiiss 26

Using the same noun for both genders....................... 26
Recognizing the gender of nouns ............cccccveuvenenee. 28
PhirahizingiNDWIIS S messl il 0 SEoieiitl v eonesssevsteassasanasassites 29
Using insteadioniSe 8 s o0t o o s 29

Irregularplurals et s gl it . 30



(/ﬁi French Essentials For Dummies

Compound BBNNS ... o8 H L MY oieseasiiassses 31
A G anE . R M i ismsncsisisianssoness 31
CoORHYMINGIPOSSCSSIONI . .2 tre et o s Sessssneictoestnassmseiifinsaniads 32
LitiiZIngide A0l .. B0 h A oo sttt Rt R 32
Using possessive adjectives.............covuevisninsiiscnsussensanne 32
Singular subjects ....... 8L =5 MR ... oo 33
Plaral'subjects BNt M, ... Lot 34
Substituting with Object Pronouns ............ccccoevcveniiiucnncnnes 34
Coping with direct object pronouns...........cccccevuenne 35
Handling indirect object pronouns..........c.cccccecceuenuene 36
B A G O S FOTIR I 0t v s s o st svaminsesssabashusns 37
Figuring Out’AdverbiallPIOTOMIS (20 ... v.-ooioisisnssnnenaiormoniassos 38
LYY R i B UL TR IR SR R 38
Understandin@enr. BT S50 i i s s 39
En replaceside # Ot s 5 o e iresiimsesssens 40

En with numbers and nouns/adverbs
OhGUAaRTIEY SAIMERES v o ssinisssannissminns 40

Placing Object Pronouns

Doing Double Time with Object Pronouns.............ccccecuue.. 41
Lining up: Standard pronoun order.............ccccceeuenns 42
Using pronouns in affirmative commands ................. 42
Chapter 3: It's Happening in the Present.............. 43
Recognizing Types/ObEVerDS LRI 1.1 ........ccviesisseciessuesbivion 43
ChoosIng SuUbJecEPIONOUNS TR0 ... oo coiaissiassssvmssssasiine 41
U BT ST CiT0 ] G booskeo oot L0 (RN o o TR S0 45
Hiversustelles andion o st B L. ..t b s tiiasann insnis 45
1RGPty Phbal oot o o e e 46
Conveying Thoughts in the Present Tense........................... 46
Communicating with regular verbs.............c.cccou...... 47
Changing certain verb spellings ............ccoccceveveunenene. 50
Working with —cer Verbs ......i.l...covmmmmsseessssese 50
MHRaZING Ber VeI il ... . .. .. cesssisissvinissasosss 50
TackimgiververBER I ... . ... .o isissassissssos 51
FIguring oub-eler MeIDS ..........cocuisinesmssssssnsivestens 52
BoCHUSINE OR -EBIRVRIIIE .. Ll L iiiomeneisnesss 53
Looking at “e*eniverbs LHAI . ... iidevionns 53
Dealingwith -8*erVeIbS ... .c...ciocisieeissismnnsnseeses 54
Recogmizing irremlarVerbs .o 5l . oo ioinenminivusnss 55
Expressing yourself with irregular verbs ................... 58
Identifying reflexive verbs................ccooovrierrnriesrerenrenas 60
Understanding Present Participles and Gerunds ................ 64
Forming the present participleli ...l ...l e 65
Using the present participle................c.ccoiimsisnessessssones 66

Usingigerunds s g S Jusl o o sissnnsats 66



Table of Contents

Chapter 4: Being Descriptive and Connecting

R - L s i v s s s hn s 67
Coloring WitIAA]CCHIVES: 1510 i 15t tetncorarsssasesseststsoasassassnstane 67
Making adjectiVes@Bree siis. iatiii . soaspasssesansbsssass 67
The gender of adjeCtiVES............ciuuurmsmscsasoimess 68
Fhe pluraliof adjBetives!...... Lol il v, 7
Paositioning adleebives Lo ... i ciiiic s 72
Adjectives that follow the noun......................... 72
Adjectives that precede the noun..................... o
Changing MeaRINES. . A are s, e vsasiacissssistasses 74
Describing Actions with Adverbs ...........cccovviniiininennenen. 74
CreatiRg auyVerbs s S R N o iovlvisonadestansaonssusesnsis 75
7Xs T B T 0T 101 0 (o) o R SRR o 75
AGVEEDS Of IFEQUEIICY: 1 u0econssosssonssossosassssssssssaioss 76
Adverhsofiplacel Sl il v i aaisonas
AdverbsOltime st s 4.5 LR i e e e eseneninn
Adverbs of quantity
Placing adverbs A LOn ity
JeN TP VSRR T e i s A R R ST L IR
Other placese Rl i intviatisssatsnipess
oI A N S kit s reittacsaissidbosunssacisboanss
COMPArSHRS IOMNeqUANIYS 20 ... o vsslisintiotiosnss 81
Comparisens el equalllyl. i . ciiitimmissitoesivns 85
Chapter 5: Connecting with Prepositions............ 87
Committing Common Prepositions to Memory ................... 87
Recognizing the Prepositional Pronouns..........ccccccceeinuennen. 88
Using Prepositions with Placest................cc..ccconioiisassnnasness 88
Expressing to oA DIare ... ... ot 89
EX DL eSSl O R DRG0 ..o i oo sssgiassnnsvossrsons 90
e A N O O E S e e e absch ket v e asssantassabensbipontesnss 90
Jaining Verbs'with Prepositions. ...l .......c.c.ccicissranisnsssoans 91
RS N T e evos s isiReasssmsrassaitnssaths 91
W 5 5T e (A Cat Sl o S o 92
Verbawithva anaiader, SRINNENIE. . i e yessasibiiss 93
e s T RS 710 U ke RS OO g SR 93
Verbs willi other PreposIiONS. ... ..c: wssnivssssssissssessss 94
Using verbs requiring no preposition..........ccccceeuenee 94
Chapter 6: Asking and Answering Questions ........ 95
Presenting atY esiNO DUEeSHOM ot ... i Loorasuoisstedoniduanses 95
Answermgia Yes/NOGUESHIO:. oot i ie... . coivvirsessassomisinssssanss 98
RIS L T L W S i e ey PRI | o 98

BN eV T ot i nientiasadavivoniansstasasnaaies 98



X

French Essentials For Dummies

Getting the: WholelStory: (Ll aus . i i i msens sssersnse. 101
Understanding interrogative adjectives.................... 101
Using interrogative alVeIDS.......cccsvosivussostisanenisassessss 102
Getting information with interrogative pronouns... 103

Giving InfoFHIAI OIS oesi st ihusrestivenastsnssane 104

Chapter 7: Uncovering the Past ................... 107

Dwelling on the Past with the Passé Composé .................. 107
Forming the passé composé of regular verbs.......... 108
Forming the passé composé of irregular verbs....... 109
Making agreCments: o 0 s eeiesssastiasasienie 112
Forming the passé composé of étre verbs................ 113
Usingithe paSSe COMPASE - ... iovcsseirosrssisstisonsssassns 115

Reminiscing with the Imperfect...............cosvssusecerssaioncocsns 116

Comparing the Passé Composé and the Imperfect ........... 120

Chapter 8: Foreseeingthe Future .................. 123

Speaking about the Future by Using the Present............... 123
Employing the present to express the future .......... 123
UsSIngIhe NearE MIUEC T o ...............i.cdtesssstinssssass 124

Conquering the Future Tense...........c..ccoeeceereeererernereaenaens 125
Forming the future of spelling-change verbs ........... 126
Forming the future of irregular verbs ....................... 128

Lising the bt e e s e o s s ussipsas i usmaipesonts 129

Chapter 9: Recognizing Verb Moods . ............... 131

Giving Orders with the Imperative..............cccocerreecrerrereenennes 132
Forming aftirmative COMMANGAS.......:....coneensirorersssesnss 132
Forming negative commands..........cccccecevceunereennnnnen 133
Forming reflexive commands..............cic.cceeeeeerseerenses 134

Understanding the Present Subjunctive...........cccccccueueuue.e. 134
Forming the present subjunctive of regular verbs.....135
Coping WIth ChaMZes (5 S i s vesmsiibaronassissosaness 136
Conjugating irregular verbs...............cccecerereruenruernnes 137
Putting the present subjunctive to use..................... 139

Showing your wishes, preferences, or orders... 139
Expressing feelings, emotions, and judgment ... 140

Using impersonal expressions......................... 142

Expressing doubt or uncertainty..................... 143
Understanding relative clauses....................... 144
Beingsuperiativest. L e s 145
Exploringthe Coptlitlonall s, i bt 146
Forming the conditional of regular verbs................. 146

Forming the conditional of spelling-change verbs.....147



Table of Contents  gof

Forming the conditional of irregular verbs.............. 148

Employing the conditional ......c.........c.coisioniiniincecnias 149

Understanding conditional sentences ..............c....... 150

Chapter 10: Ten Important Verb Distinctions........ 151

Visiting a Place or ViSiling a BEIrSON............co-csuessntesisssosess 151

Spending Time or Spending Money..............ccccceoeeverenenennnnee. 152

Knowing People or Places or Knowing Something............ 152

Playing a Game or Playing an Instrument...........ccccccoeeeueee 153

Leaving or Leaving Something Behind.............ccccecoeveenncn. 153
Returning Home, Returning Something,

OF TSt R EERI N @ e B oot iatansssassissasondbasasivivnss 154
Leading, Bringing, or Taking Someone............ccccocecerueennes 155
Carrying, Bringing, Taking, or Taking Back Something..... 155
ERInking ORI T B OUE o oo iiiosvsiisminmisisonsbssinairasse 156
Walting of AYFENAIRG RN, Selsiilal, Jocrosisnisingcssstsiorbossisssesoas 156

Appendix:VerbCharts ........................... 157
Regular Verbsi . lu i sl . L e i sreavviainns 157
=CF VEEDSE il s s i s s et e 157
parlerifoispeald ik o L L 0 oS 157

=TT ST AR B P T T R o L o 157

Bl (ToBRIEN) 0 i nriremvsses e 157

= YT 0 el S o SR 1 1 i s el 158
veRdre o sell) it e 158
Spelling-Change VErhS L. .. . v e sssioisivestivsoesisvisissosmns 158
COPSV ENDS: S bl 1ok B U8 b Ly v st d et 158
commeneer (to/begh) -...........icomivereosississasase 158

L LT TSR R e e o M R R e 159
Hanger(toieat) =B 8 il . .. i nesitessy 159

eler NEEDS o Lo e L B ey 160
appeleri(focall)r B8 . ool i et 160

ST O R L TR R o R T v 1 160
jetenttathrow)e ¥ oe-tu 0 . 160

Lo N ST IR K s TR S e el 161
achelerl(EODUN IS Ll . s oo 161

O e N TS e R R ) s v sbo ke estbtonhes 161
GOLEL (B MANATR) i cviie vv s iverssosinesassonsonsaessosses 161

BT U o M o R el B R 162
REHOVerto clean)os. T s o s 162

a1 BT AT T SR, S SO G s e e 162
AlleR (tOIRONE ... o . s rnidesnfosit 162
AVOIL(LOMAVEY I 00 e e Fut e 163

holre (o dTink) sl v iar ol nsobast entostaseds 163

connaitre (to know, to be acquainted with)... 163



X’ii French Essentials For Dummies

CroIre (£0 DEHEVE) s s it -o-comainiosossvvivasssisrasssicn 164
devoir (must, to have to, to owe).................... 164
direi (ko say el meain s . ..ottt isvasisiod
€crite (Rotwrite) el i s Ga i
emre(tolbe )y s Rl L e,
faire (to do, make)

Heeittorread): ) SnmtnR o i e st
mpetire (10Ul L0 PIACE) ;. coooiiclosmistossessasnssanss 166
o g € L (2 W LR e I - S 167
pouvoir (can, to be:able to)...........ccoseusisiiinnne 167
prendre (o lake it o . isiiunsmisasomssssiss 168
savoir (to know [facts, how t0])......cccceeuueeee. 168
sortir (to go out)

VeNIB(tO €OME Yttt or v n s dimesies
VO O S B e cersssmiassdibasavahovssianionber

Voo OWatl ot s s 170

P ORI R AT o WCTEIN &



Introduction

’;)é{.‘iﬂ%:’k\‘;ﬁ@iL%‘,'?"“?*?'”?V'“‘-{,i’z%r‘iﬁ’.‘:‘é»yf.’:‘):'

LVhether you're taking a French class in high school or
college, this handy reference book can help you recall
vocabulary, verb conjugation, crucial differences between
French and English, and much more. If the idea of snuggling
up with your textbook in advance of a big exam makes you
queasy, take heart: This book is a focused, straightforward
review of the key material covered in introductory French
courses. French Essentials For Dummies can help you reach
your goals painlessly and effortlessly as you enhance your
French language skills.

French Essentials For Dummies provides you with all the basic
grammar you need to know to understand the language and to
communicate it clearly. With the help of this book, you’ll find
it a snap to have a conversation about topics other than your
name and the weather. And that’s quite an achievement!

About This Book

We designed this book to be as accessible as possible. Each
self-contained chapter presents a different topic that allows
you to master essential French skills. We cover just the
basics of each topic so you can get a quick refresher of what
you’ve learned in your coursework. Plus, we include plenty of
examples to reinforce the rules so that you're exposed to col-
loquial, everyday, correct French that native speakers expect
to hear from someone using their language.

Conventions Used in This Book

To make this book as easy to use as possible, we use two
important conventions throughout:
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- v French words and sentences, as well as endings we want
: to highlight, are set in boldface to make them stand out.

.+~ English equivalents, set in italic, follow the French
examples.

Foolish Assumptions

We wrote this book with the following assumptions in mind:

© »” You've taken — or are taking — an introductory French
' class either at the high school or college level.

1+ You want to review what you've already learned so you
can pass a test for your course or excel on a college
placement exam.

+* You want a thorough book but one that isn’t so advanced
that you get bogged down by the rules. We try to explain

French grammar as simply as possible without using too

many technical terms.

v You use French at work or school and want to improve
your writing or speaking skills. Maybe a family member
or significant other is studying French and you want to
help (even though you haven’t looked at a verb conjuga-
tion for years). Or you're planning a trip to France or
another French-speaking country and want to put your
French into practice.

Icons Used in This Book

Like all For Dummies books, this one uses icons to indicate
certain kinds of content. You can see them in the left-hand
column throughout the book. Here’s what they mean:

sﬁ’“ The Remember icon points out important concepts that you
need to store in the back of your mind because you’ll use
them quite regularly.

We use Tip icons to give you time-saving information that
makes your studies quick and effective.
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This icon points out certain differences between English and
French that you may find confusing. To learn how French con-
structions differ from those in English, consult these icons.

Where to Go from Here

French Essentials For Dummies is organized to let you read
only what you want to read. Each chapter stands on its own
and doesn’t require that you complete any of the other chap-
ters in the book. This setup saves you a lot of time if you've
mastered certain topics but feel a bit insecure about others.
Take a look at the table of contents or index, pick a topic, and
go! Or you may want to proceed methodically by starting at
the very beginning. It’s up to you!

Go ahead! Jump right in and get your feet wet. If you don’t
know where to begin, take time to look at the table of contents
and choose the topic that seems to best fit your abilities and
needs. If you're timid because you feel that your background
hasn’t prepared you enough, you can start at the very begin-
ning and work your way through the book.

No matter how you choose to read French Essentials For
Dummies, we're confident that it can help you improve your
French writing and speaking skills. Of course, you shouldn’t
let your practice end here. Write to a French pen pal, visit
French websites and message boards, rent foreign flicks from
the library, attempt conversations with your French-speaking
friends, or try to translate song lyrics into French while you're
stuck in traffic. And when you have a grammar question,
come back here and look it up. Pretty soon, the thoughts run-
ning through your head may take on a decidedly French flair.
Bonne chance! (Good luck!)
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Chapter 1
Gettmg Down to Basics
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In Tlus Chapter
» Counting with cardinal and ordinal numbers
» Expressing dates
Telling time
» Reviewing parts of speech

Being able to use cardinal and ordinal numbers and
recognizing parts of speech are essential French skills.
Knowing these basics will help you perfect your oral and writ-
ten French.

Using Numbers

Numbers are one of the most basic and useful parts of lan-
guage. In addition to simple counting, you need cardinal num-
bers for communicating dates, time, prices, phone numbers,
addresses, and so much more. You use ordinal numbers to
express the number of a floor or the order of a person in a
race or competition.

Counting with cardinal numbers

Cardinal numbers are for counting, and the low numbers are
easy. You may already know them backwards and forwards,
but if not, all you need to do is memorize them. The higher
numbers get a bit more complicated. Check out the following
list of French numbers from 0 to 1 billion.



