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#1221 WANTED: BODYGUARD
Bodyguard of the Month
Carla Cassidy

#1222 COLBY VELOCITY
Colby Agency: Merger
Debra Webb

#1223 LOCK, STOCK AND SECRET BABY
Special Delivery Babies
Cassie Miles

#1224 ONETOUGH MARINE
Cooper Justice
Paula Graves

#1225 ALPHA WARRIOR
Long Mountain Heroes
Aimée Thurlo

#1226 BUNDLE OF TROUBLE
Elle James
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LARGER-PRINT BOOKS!

GET 2 FREE LARGER- .,.,......

PLUS 2 FREE GIFTS!

Breathtaking Romantic Suspense

YES! Please send me 2 FREE LARGER-PRINT Harlequin Intrigue® novels and my 2
FREE gifts (gifts are worth about $10). After receiving them, if | don't wish to receive any
more books, | can return the shipping statement marked “cancel.” If | don't cancel, 1 will
receive 6 brand-new novels every month and be billed just $4.99 per book in the U.S. or
$5.74 per book in Canada. That's a saving of at least 13% off the cover price! It's quite a
bargain! Shipping and handling is just 50¢ per book.* | understand that accepting the 2
free books and gifts places me under no obligation to buy anything. | can always return
a shipment and cancel at any time. Even if | never buy another book from Harlequin, the
two free books and gifts are mine to keep forever.
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Are you a subscriber to Harlequin Intrigue books and
want to receive the larger-print edition? Call 1-800-873-8635 today!

* Terms and prices subject to change without notice. Prices do not include applicable
taxes. N.Y. residents add applicable sales tax. Canadian residents will be charged
applicable provincial taxes and GST. Offer not valid in Quebec. This offer is limited to
one order per household. All orders subject to approval. Credit or debit balances in a
customer'’s account(s) may be offset by any other outstanding balance owed by or to the
customer. Please allow 4 to 6 weeks for delivery. Offer available while quantities last.

Your Privacy: Harlequin Books is committed to protecting your privacy. Our
Privacy Policy is available online at www.eHarlequin.com or upon request from
the Reader Service. From time to time we make our lists of customers available to
reputable third parties who may have a product or service of interest to you.
If you would prefer we not share your name and address, please check here.

Help us get it right—We strive for accurate, respectful and relevant communications.
To clarify or modify your communication preferences, visit us at
www.ReaderService.com/consumerschoice.

HILP1OR



&) HARLEQUIN®

< Fomauce

FOR EVERY MOOD™

Spotlight on
—— Heart & Home

Heartwarming romances
where love can happen
right when you least expect it.

See the next page to enjoy a sneak peek
from Harlequin® American Romance®,
a Heart and Home series.
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Five hunky Texas single fathers—five stories from
Cathy Gillen Thacker’s LONE STAR DADS miniseries.
Here’s an excerpt from the latest, THE MOMMY PROPOSAL
from Harlequin American Romance.

“I hear you work miracles,” Nate Hutchinson drawled.
Brooke Mitchell had just stepped into his lavishly appointed
office in downtown Fort Worth, Texas.

“Sometimes, I do.” Brooke smiled and took the sexy
financier’s hand in hers, shook it briefly.

“Good.” Nate looked her straight in the eye. “Because
I’m in need of a home makeover—fast. The son of an old
friend is coming to live with me.”

She was still tingling from the feel of his warm palm.
“Temporarily or permanently?”

“If all goes according to plan, I'll adopt Landry by
summer’s end.”

Brooke had heard the founder of Nate Hutchinson
Financial Services was eligible, wealthy and generous to a
fault. She hadn’t known he was in the market for a family,
but she supposed she shouldn’t be surprised. But Brooke
had figured a man as successful and handsome as Nate
would want one the old-fashioned way. Not that this was
any of her business...

“So what’s the child like?” she asked crisply, trying not
to think how the marine-blue of Nate’s dress shirt deepened
the hue of his eyes. .

“I don’t know.” Nate took a seat behind his massive
antique mahogany desk. He relaxed against the smooth
leather of the chair. “I’ve never met him.”

“Yet you’ve invited this kid to live with you permanently?”

“It’s complicated. But I’m sure it’s going to be fine.”

Obviously Nate Hutchinson knew as little about teenage
HAREXPO810



boys as he did about decorating. But that wasn’t her problem.
Finding a way to do the assignment without getting the least
bit emotionally involved was.

Find out how a young boy brings Nate and Brooke
together in THE MOMMY PROPOSAL,
coming August 2010 from Harlequin American Romance.

Copyright © 2010 by Cathy Gillen Thacker
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SUSPENSE

Sparked by Danger, Fueled by Passion.

SILHOUETTE ROMANTIC SUSPENSE BRINGS YOU

FBI agent Jake Pierson is determined to solve his case,
even if it means courting and using the daughter of a
murdered informant. Mary Walsh hates liars and,
now that Jake has fallen deeply in love, he is afraid
to tell her the truth. But the truth is not the only
thing out there to hurt Mary...

Be part of the romance and suspense in

Covert Agent’s Virgin Affair
by
LINDA CONRAD

Available August 2010 where books are sold.

Visit Silhouette Books at www.eHarlequin.com
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Become a Harlequin Ambassador!

Harlequin Ambassadors are a group
of passionate and well-connected readers
who are willing to share their joy of reading
Harlequin® books with family and friends.

You'll be sent all the tools you need to spark
great conversation, including free books!

All we ask is that you share the romance
with your friends and family!

You'll also be invited to have a say In
new book ideas and exchange opinions
with women just like you!

To see if you qualify* to be
a Harlequin Ambassador, please visit

www.HarlequinAmbassadors.com.

*Please note that not everyone who applies to be a Harlequin Ambassador will
qualify. For more information please visit www.HarlequinAmbassadors.com.

Thank you for your participation.
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LOOK FOR THIS NEW AND INTRIGUING

BIACKPOOL MYSTERY

SERIES
LAUNCHING AUGUST 2010!

Follow a married couple, two amateur
detectives who are keen to pursue
clever killers who think they have

gotten away with everything!
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BASED ON THE BESTSELLING
RAVENHEARST GAME
FROM BIG FISH GAMES!
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Slade’s pulse raced. It had been
too damn long since he’d held a

woman. Since he’d even wanted
to...

But Nina had been trembling and afraid. He'd
seen the relief in her eyes that finally someone
believed her story, and he hadn’t been able to

Shéd find out what
had h could he
nog a ination?

An ouch wasn't enough.

He traced his hand down her hair, then along
her cheek.

She tensed slightly as if to pull away, and he
tilted her chin up with his thumb.

“I promise you I'll find out what’s going on,” he
said in a deep voice.

She nodded. He traced his finger over her
mouth, and her breath hitched, desire flaring in
her eyes.“Slade...”

Her raspy sigh was his undoing.

He groaned, then lowered his head, angled his
mouth and closed his lips over hers.



Dear Reader,

Twenty-four years ago | gave birth to my third child,

a beautiful little girl | named Emily.As | wrote
Unbreakable Bond she was pregnant with her first baby.
Watching the excitement and anticipation as she carried
her son brought back precious memories of having my

own children and the unbreakable bond between mother
and child.

It also reminded me of another special little girl, the real
Rebecca, the daughter of a very close friend of mine. She
was due to be born around the same time as my daughter,
but was one of triplets who came prematurely. Sadly, the
other two babies didn’t make it, but although Rebecca
weighed less than a pound and had several health issues,
she not only survived, but went on to touch and inspire
the lives of everyone around her.

While one would think she might have complained or
been a sad child, Rebecca had (and still has) a glow about
her.

Unlike the little girl in my story, Rebecca was blessed with
two wonderful parents who loved her unconditionally and
gave her every opportunity available.

When | see or hear about other challenged children, |
often wonder how different it would have been if she
hadn’t had those parents. And as most mothers, I've
thought about how awful it would be for any mother to
be separated from her child.

All those elements came together to inspire me to write
this story, one | hope will touch you, as well.

So hug your children, love them unconditionally and
cherish every precious memory you make together.
Children are godsends to us all.

Sincerely,
Rita Herron
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If you purchased this book without a cover you should be aware
that this book is stolen property. It was reported as “unsold and
destroyed” to the publisher, and neither the author nor the
publisher has received any payment for this “stripped book.”

To my beautiful daughter Emily
and her new son, Bradford

And to the real Rebecca.
Thanks for inspiring us all!

Recycling programs
for this product may
not exist in your area.

ISBN-13: 978-0-373-69485-3
UNBREAKABLE BOND
Copyright © 2010 by Rita B. Herron

All rights reserved. Except for use in any review, the reproduction or
utilization of this work in whole or in part in any form by any electronic,
mechanical or other means, now known or hereafter invented, including
xerography, photocopying and recording, or in any information storage
or retrieval system, is forbidden without the written permission of the
publisher, Harlequin Enterprises Limited, 225 Duncan Mill Road,

Don Mills, Ontario, Canada M3B 3K9.

This is a work of fiction. Names, characters, places and incidents are
either the product of the author’s imagination or are used fictitiously,
and any resemblance to actual persons, living or dead, business
establishments, events or locales is entirely coincidental.

This edition published by arrangement with Harlequin Books S.A.

For questions and comments about the quality of this book please contact
us at Customer_eCare@Harlequin.ca.

® and TM are trademarks of the publisher. Trademarks indicated with
® are registered in the United States Patent and Trademark Office, the
Canadian Trade Marks Office and in other countries.
www.eHarlequin.com

Printed in U.S.A.




ABOUT THE AUTHOR

Award-winning author Rita Herron wrote her
first book when she was twelve, but didn’t think
real people grew up to be writers. Now she
writes so she doesn’t have to get a real job. A
former kindergarten teacher and workshop
leader, she traded her storytelling to kids for
romance, and now she writes romantic comedies
and romantic suspense. She lives in Georgia
with her own romance hero and three kids. She

loves to hear from readers, so please write her at
PO. Box 921225, Norcross, GA 30092-1225, or
visit her Web site at www.ritaherron.com.

Books by Rita Herron
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CAST OF CHARACTERS

Slade Blackburn—Finding missing children is his job—
but he can’t let his heart get involved.

Nina Nash—Everyone thinks she’s crazy, but she

believes her daughter Peyton, who police ruled dead, is
still alive.

Brooks Nash—Nina’s father was upset with her for
keeping the baby; does he know more about Peyton’s
disappearance/death than he’s telling?

William Hood—The father of Nina’s baby never wanted
the child—could he have had the baby kidnapped?

Mitzi Hood—William’s wife hated Nina for getting
pregnant with his child—would she steal the baby to
keep William to herself?

Eileen Hood—William’s mother was furious about the
child. How far would she go to protect her son’s future?

Diane and Dennis Lucas—W/illiam’s sister and
brother-in-law have an eight-year-old daughter who was
born around the same time as Peyton. Could the child
possibly be Nina's?

Dr. Don Emery—The ob-gyn who delivered Peyton
claims there was no way the child survived or was
kidnapped. Is he lying?

Paula Emery—Dr. Emery’s wife. How far would she go
to protect her marriage and money?

Carrie Poole—A nurse on the neonatal unit. Does she
know what happened to Peyton?

Stanford Mansfield—Does he arrange illegal adoptions!?

Gwen and Roan Waldorp—Gwen gave birth to a
stillborn child the night of the fire. Could she have stolen
Peyton to replace her own baby?



Prologue

A thunderous boom rocked the hospital walls and floor,
jarring Nina Nash awake. What had happened? Had she
been dreaming, or had there been an explosion?

Screams and shouts suddenly echoed in the halls,
and footsteps of people rushing around outside her
room pounded. Somewhere a food cart crashed and
glass shattered.

Then the smell of smoke wafted to her.

Panic seized her. Dear God, there had been an explo-
sion. The hospital was on fire.

She threw off the covers, not bothering to grab her
robe or slip on her bedroom shoes, but the stitches
from her C-section pulled as she shuffled to the door
and shoved it open. Smoke flooded the hallway in a
cloud so thick that she immediately coughed, her eyes
watering.

She had to get to her baby. Little Peyton had been a
preemie, less than five pounds, and was in the neonatal
intensive care unit.

What if the fire was near the babies?

God, no...

Stumbling forward as fast as she could with her sore
abdomen, she heard the sound of voices shouting again,
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another person crying. The fire alarm trilled, adding to
the chaos. Through the gray fog, she spotted patients
stumbling outside their rooms, everyone searching for
an escape, confused and frightened.

“The east wing is on fire,” someone yelled.

“Find the stairwell and get out!” someone else
shouted.

“Help me!” a woman screamed.

Someone bumped Nina as they raced down the hall
toward the stairwell.

Heat flooded the hall and an orderly grabbed her arm
to push her toward the staircase. “This way, miss.”

“No, I have to get to my baby,” Nina cried.

“No time, the nurses and firefighters are getting the
infants out! And that corridor is engulfed in flames.”

“Then I'll find another way,” she said and tore away
from him.

Another woman darted into the fog of smoke, cough-
ing as she collapsed onto the floor, and the rescue
worker rushed to help her.

Determined to save Peyton, Nina hurried down the
hall. But just as she reached the end, the ceiling crashed
down, and flames shot all along the wall and floor,
blocking the turn into the corridor.

She pivoted and headed in the opposite direction,
feeling along the wall until she reached the next corner,
but the smoke was so thick she could barely see, and
flames rushed toward her. No... There was no way to
get through....

Tears mingled with the sweat on her face as the heat
scalded her. She had to try another direction.



