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if they were daring,
perhaps track lighting.
Those fixtures often
tended to call attention
I n t r o d u c ti o n tothemsglvesandc§st
shadows in unflattering
ways. However, this is
changing, and the
lighting design industry is
seeing a revolution in

Why is Lighting fixtures and design have had little training in
Important? methods. Because it proper lighting tech-
Yot e =2t et influences every visual niques. Too often, they
Until recently, when image we perceive, install lighting just as it
people considered lighting is now recog- was in their parents’ day,
lighting, their thoughts nized as an integral part when technical con-
turned to the usual items:  of the overall design. straints, worn-out

table lamps, a ceiling Unfortunately, most traditions, and lack of
fixture mounted in the lighting is still being imagination prevailed. In
center of the room, and, specified by those who this book, we hope to give

the reader the ideas to
head in the right direction
before they begin work on
their new construction or
remodelling.




New Trends +
New Techniques-
Exciting
Possibilities

Today's lighting design-
ers emphasize people
and the environment
around them, using
unobtrusive fixtures and
light sources. The first
priority is to assure a soft
overall illumination, or
Ambient Light, using wall
sconces, indirect cove
lighting, or torchieres to
provide the fill light.
Next, recessed adjust-
able or track fixtures
provide Aceent Light, the

sparkle which brings out
the beauty of art and
architecture. Finally, Task
Light focuses light on the
very spot it is needed
most for'work or reading.
Proper lighting design
allows the decorative
fixtures, such as chande-
liers, to give the illusion of
providing the light for a
given space.

Exciting possibilities
materialize when the
lighting draws attention to
the people, art, and
architecture. After the
installation of a carefully
designed lighting system,
rooms immediately open up.

Guests become more
comfortable and look their
best, rather than finding
themselves in shadow or
eclipsed by art objects and
light fixtures.

You may even find
that people congregate in
areas that were formerly
ignored. Just as the
music in films is most
successful when it is not
consciously noticed by
the filmgoer, properly
designed lighting is often
most effective when it is
least obtrusive.

Lighting is a visual
phenomenaon. This book
is a chance to see what
some of the country’'s
best lighting designers
are doing. Enjoy!



Setting
Entrances:
the Tone

he entry to a home
establishes the mood and
tone for the rest of the
house. In the entry way,
lighting can be used to
open up the space and
provide a welcoming
environment for the
entering guest. A dark
and cramped entry space

can, through proper

lighting design, seem a
warm, spacious,
comforting area for the
person being welcomed
into the house.

Usually, the two most
common goals are to
either make a small entry
seem larger or a larger
entry become more

intimate. The use of light

can do much to transform
this important space.
Well-designed lighting
can show off architec-
tural detail or hide flaws.
This is normally a pass-
through area; people
don’t spend time in an
entry. They are normally
greeted there and led to
the chosen gathering
place. This leaves just a
moment for the
homeowner to make a
statement about the

mood of the night's

activities.







Changing the
Mood

As arule, the brighter the
space, the more ani-
mated the event. A dimly-
lit room will change the
mood to a more subdued,
intimate feeling.

A good way to make
people feel mare
comfortable in an entry
with a very high ceiling is
to install translucent wall
sconces that create a
secondary ceiling line to
give the desired human
scale.

Reflecting light off the
ceiling will help make
lower ceilings seem
higher and small entries

seem larger.

Minimizing Focal

Points

Instead of filling up an
entry area with too many
objects, keep the
furnishings minimal and
good light on the few
specific objects. This
gives those pieces
greater importance.
There really is only
enough time to enjoy a
few items in the entry
before moving on to the
next space.

The general illumination
lets the homeowners and
their guests look their
best. Recessed lighting
makes people look tired
and makes a space feel
smaller than it is.

Think of the entrance as
a party favor. Itisa
sampling of the festivi-

ties to come.
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