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Whatever views one holds about the penal law, no one will question its
importance in society. This is the law on which men place their ultimate reli-
ance for protection against all the deepest injuries that human conduct can
inflict on individuals and institutions. By the same token, penal law governs
the strongest force that we permit official agencies to bring to bear on indi-
viduals. Its promise as an instrument of safetv is matched only by its power to
destroy. If penal law is weak or ineffective, basic human interests are in jeop-
ardy. If it is harsh or arbitrary in its impact, it works a gross injustice on those
caught within its toils. The law that carrics such rcspons[blhtlcs should surely
be as rational and just as law can be. Nowhere in the entire legal field is more
at stake for the community or for the individual.

WeEcnsLER, The Challenge of a Model Penal Code,
65 Harvard Law Review 1097, 1098 (1952)
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