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Preface

In preparing the alternate edition to the Holt Guide to English, 1 have at-
tempted to retain the special strengths of the third edition while abridging
that text where economy of format is desirable. The high level of scholarship
and flexibility of usage have been retained, but those sections that are more
theoretical than practical have been eliminated.

While the third edition is comprehensive in its coverage of all aspects
of English rhetoric, language, and literature, the alternate edition is compre-
hensive only on the topics most commonly taught in one-semester compo-
sition courses and most often needed for reference by writers. Thus, I have
omitted from this edition the chapters on writing a literary paper, the heri-
tage of the English language, and much of the background on usage because
these topics are often taught in courses other than basic composition. The
chapters on grammar and usage have been grouped together for easy refer-
ence. Chapters 3 and 4 have been streamlined; omitted are sections reviewers
of the third edition indicated are less often used in the classroom. Chapter
14 on the reference paper has been expanded to include alternate forms of
documentation. Because of these organizational changes, the Holt Guide to
English, alternate edition, will be useful both as a text for composition
courses and as a reference for individuals who need an up-to-date and easily
used handbook.

For comments on this edition I am grateful to Bruce Appleby, Southern
Illinois University; Paul Benson, Mountain View College; Kathleen A. Board-
man, University of Nevada; Roger J. Bresnahan, Michigan State University;
Joan G. Clark, Brookhaven College; Richard C. Cole, Davidson College; Com-
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modore Craft, Jr, Thornton Community College; Tahita Fulkerson, Tarrant
County Junior College; Mary Frances Gibbons, Richland College; Dorothy J.
Huson, Coastline Community College; Mary O. Monaghan, Central Oregon
Community College; Robert Perrin, Indiana State University; Arthur Pritchard,
Tarrant County Junior College; Sandra W. Stephan, Tulane University; Jean
Weber, Cerritos College; and Arnold Wood, Jr., Florida Junior College/Jack-
sonville.

My special thanks go to William Irmscher for his help in the reorgani-
zation of material. I am grateful to Nedah Abbott and Charlyce Jones Owen
of Holt, Rinehart and Winston for their support of the project. Frangoise Bart-
lett, editor, Louis Scardino, art director, and Lula Als, production manager,
all of Holt, contributed immeasurably to this edition. Thanks are also due to
Tom Stover for his help in the preparation of the manuscript and to Caroline
Fabend for painstaking proofreading.

Mesquite, Texas Harryette Stover
June 1984
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