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Introduction

Conlacts, Sixth Edition is an introductory French pro-
gram designed for use at both two-year and four-
year colleges and universities. The student text is
supplemented by a coordinated Cahier d'activités
(workbook/lab manual/video workbook) and a two-
part audiotape program, all available for student
purchase.

The presentation texts and cultural content of
Contacts have been updated in this sixth edition. The
Unité préliminaire has been eliminated, and a new
Unité 1 added in its place. Students are placed imme-
diately in a francophone environment in this unit,
which focuses primarily on basic expressions and
cultural information.

The updated Contacts ancillary package contains
a new CD-ROM based on the Pas de probleme! video.
The CD-ROM aims to develop students’ listening
comprehension through a variety of pre-viewing,
viewing and post-viewing activities.

The aim of Contacts is to help students develop
proficiency in the four language skills. Students who
have completed Contacts will have mastered the basic
vocabulary and structures of the French language,
achieved an appreciation of the breadth of the
French-speaking world, and become familiar with
contemporary French life. They will have mastered
the structures and vocabulary necessary to function
in the everyday situations they would encounter trav-
eling or living in France.

Organization of the
Student Text

The student text is divided into eleven units. Each
unit is built around a main cultural theme, such as
daily life, the university, or attitudes and values.
There are three lessons in each unit. Special sections
called Vivre en France round out each unit. In addi-
tion, the sixth edition includes nine illustrated
Apercus culturels sections, each one focusing on a
different aspect of French or francophone culture.

A typical lesson is composed of the following
sections:

Présentation

1. Presentation text. Each lesson begins with an
opening text that combines previously learned
material with the new structures and vocabulary
of the lesson. The text may be a narrative, a de-
scriptive passage, an interview, or a dialogue. The
texts, new to the sixth edition, are lively and con-
temporary, treating subjects ranging from ethnic
diversity to computer technology. The opening
text is called out by blue sidebars.

2. Apercus culturels/Notes culturelles. Units 1 and
2 contain the first six Apercus culturels, which
elaborate on cultural references in the presenta-
tion text. Beginning with Unit 3, these are re-
placed within the wunits by shorter Notes
culturelles, written in French. A gradated
screened box highlights each group of Notes cul-
turelles. (Three more Apercus culturels sections
follow Units 5, 7, and 9.)

Structure et Vocabulaire

3. Approximately four new structures are presented
in each lesson. The presentation of each Struc-
ture begins with examples, followed by succinct
charts and comments on usage. Major verb conju-
gations and structures are boxed with a yellow
screen for quick reference. Important grammar
rules are highlighted by a light pink screen.

4. The Notes linguistiques are included periodically.
They provide brief insights into the workings of
the French and English languages.

- Vocabulaire sections, printed on a green back-
ground, are thematic lists of basic words and ex-
pressions for student mastery. These word sets
and expressions are organized by parts of speech
or in other logical groupings. They are often pre-
sented in sentence context. English equivalents
are provided where needed. The lists are often
followed by Notes de vocabulaire, which clarify
points of usage.

6. Special, short vocabulary sections called Expres-
sions pour la conversation, also screened in
green, appear at intervals when appropriate.
They provide students with the idiomatic expres-
sions essential for engaging in authentic speech.
Students can put these expressions to immediate
use in the exercises that follow.
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2. The Lab Manual provides written activities keyed
to the audiocassettes. In order to increase stu-
dents’ ability to link pronunciation and compre-
hension to visual stimuli, many art-based activities
are included. Phonetic exercises are also includ-
ed; the phonetic explanations are highlighted for
easy reference. At the end of each unit is a Vivre
en France section, corresponding to the Vivre en
France sections in the text. These task-oriented
activities help students build proficiency in listen-
ing comprehension. Students first listen to a se-
ries of questions and choose the best response to
each from the possibilities listed. They then listen
to a short conversation. Finally they complete
items such as a currency exchange slip or a hotel
registration form based on what they hear.

3. The Video Workbook is intended to be used in
conjunction with the Pas de probléme! video. There
are a variety of pre-viewing, viewing, and post-
viewing activities designed to guide the student
through each video segment.

Pas de probleme! video

Pas de probleme! consists of twelve modules corre-
sponding to the units in the student text. The video
program has a problem-solving format. Students
learn about daily life in France and are then chal-
lenged to apply what they have learned to realistic
situations that they might actually encounter while
in France or other French-speaking countries. The
video was shot on location in France.

Audiocassettes

Audiocassettes Part 1 and Part 2. Low-cost cassettes,
packaged in two parts, are available for student pur-
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chase to aid the development of aural/oral skills.
There are approximately 30 minutes of recorded
material for each lesson plus 30 minutes for each
Vivre en France section.

The recording program supplements the stu-
dent text and provides out-of-class opportunity for
practicing spoken French and for listening. It begins
with a reading of the presentation material and con-
tinues with exercises on key vocabulary items and
basic grammar patterns from the Structure et Voca-
bulaire section of the lesson. A Phonétique section
provides short, clear explanations of key features of
spoken French, followed by sample words and sen-
tences. In the new Dialogue section, students listen
to a conversation; they then take the information
they have acquired and apply it to comprehension
activities based on authentic documents or on other
illustrations. A short Dictée provides more listening
comprehension practice. Each lesson ends with a
reading of the Note culturelle from the text, fol-
lowed by comprehension questions.

Pas de probleme! CD-ROM

The Pas de probleme! CD-ROM is a custom-designed
interactive multi-media program based on the Pas de
probleme! video. Through a variety of comprehen-
sion, interpretation, and creative, free-form activi-
ties, this exciting CD-ROM gives students the
opportunity to develop listening comprehension
and awareness of francophone culture within the
context of interactive computer activities. The Pas de
probléme! CD-ROM is dual-platform and can be used
in both Macintosh® and Windows® formats.
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Bonjour. les Francais!




Lecon 1 Roijitg

It is the first day of classes at the Université Frangois-Rabelais, located in the city of Tours in
Touraine, a region of central France known for its beautiful countryside and its picturesque
chateaux. Emilie, Jean-Paul, and Sophie are greeting old friends and meeting new ones.

EMILIE: Ah, salut, Jean-Paul! EMILIE: Jean-Paul, je te présente
Cavar mon amie Sophie.
JEAN-PAUL: Oui, c¢a va bien, et toi? Sophie, Jean-Paul.
EMILIE: Pas mal. JEAN-PAUL: Enchanté.

SOPHIE: Enchantée.

EMILIE:  Au revoir, Jean-Paul. SOPHIE: Bonjour. Je m’appelle
JEAN-PAUL: Oui, a bientot. Sophie. Et toi, comment
Au revoir, Sophie. t'appelles-tu?
SOPHIE: Au revoir. CLARA: Je m’appelle Clara.

SOPHIE: Enchantée.
CLARA: Enchantée.



TRANSLATIONS
E: Oh, hi, Jean-Paul! How E:
are you?
J-P: D'm fine, and you? J-P:
E: Not bad. S:
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Jean-Paul, this is Sophie. E: Good-by, Jean-Paul.
Sophie, Jean-Paul. J-P: Yes, see you soon. Good-
Pleased to meet you. by, Sophie.

Pleased to meet you. S: Good-by.

LEGON 1

Hello.
My name is Sophie.
And you, what’s your
name?

My name is Clara.
Pleased to meet you.

C:
S:

C: Pleased to meet you.



