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Introduction

ASP (Active Server Pages) has long been used as a Web programming language
for creating dynamic Web sites. ASPNET is the next version of ASP 3.0, and it
simplifies the development of ASP applications for the Internet. ASPNET forms an
important component of Microsoft’s .NET initiative.

With the release of Visual Studio .NET, creating ASP.NET applications has become
very simple. Visual Studio .NET provides all of the necessary tools and support for
creating ASP.NET applications. The easy-to-use interface of Visual Studio .NET
coupled with the power of ASP.NET makes programming Web applications an easy
and interesting experience.

ASP.NET Fast & Easy Web Development equips you with the necessary skills to
create ASP.NET applications. The characteristic visual emphasis of the book
introduces ASP, Visual Basic .NET, and ADO.NET concepts to novice developers.
These concepts help you get started with ASP.NET. Thereafter, the book delves into
the advanced features of ASP.NET, which include validating user input; developing
user controls and composite controls; reading XML data; creating XML Web services;
managing, retrieving, formatting, and displaying data using ADO.NET data objects;
and creating and implementing Web services.

Who Should Read This Book

Readers who are proficient in HTML and have some experience in Web programming
can best utilize this book. You will probably benefit more from the book if you have
worked on a scripting language before. After reading this book, you will be
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proficient in ASPNET and able to create high-performance dynamic Web sites. If
this is your expectation, then this book is certainly for you!

Although the book builds from very elementary concepts, it delves into fairly
advanced topics that provide valuable information to both novice and expert devel-
opers. If you have already programmed in one or more of the .NET languages, you
might want to skip the first five chapters of the book, which lay the foundation for
novice developers.

Added Advice to Make You a Pro

To benefit as much as possible from this book, you should download the code for
the sample application that is available at http://www.premierpressbooks.com/
downloads.asp. The sample application runs through all of the important chapters
of the book, with each chapter building on the application in some way. Therefore,
as you read the book, you will have a professional application ready to use.

After you read this book, your next objective should be to create an application
that is similar to (or even more advanced than) the application developed in this
book. This will give you adequate hands-on practice in creating ASP.NET applica-
tions. You should also regularly visit some of the useful Web sites on ASP.NET that
| have listed in Appendix D, “Online Resources for ASP.NET.” These Web sites
provide the latest information on the developments in ASP.NET.

Conventions Used in This Book

In the book, you will find several special elements that will make using this book
easier.

® Tips give you helpful information or shortcuts to accomplish a goal more quickly
or easily.

® Notes provide you with additional information or background about a given topic.

® Cautions warn you of potential pitfalls or glitches in an application or procedure.
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