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Pretface

e

Since the publication of the first edition in 1971, the field of critical theory has expanded
dramatically, particularly after the 1960s. This edition, accordingly, has been reshaped
throughout, not only to reflect recent work but also to provide a more substantial histor-
ical background for it. This third edition of Critical Theory Since Plato follows the ba-
sic plan of previous editions in offering a general introduction (plus a supplementary in-
troduction to modern criticism—see page 621), with selections prefaced by headnotes
and brief bibliographic information, all presented in chronological order. We have
avoided the use of thematic or other rubrics that group texts by approach or subject,
since each individual selection reflects substantive individual work, by older as well as
more recent writers, that may connect with other authors and historical periods in multi-
ple ways. The aim is to present in a single volume, of moderate size, materials for a
course of resentative readings in the history of critical theory in Western culture, with-
out privileging any particular scheme of associations.

The special problems of representing contemporary criticism since 1965 are al-
ready familiar to scholars, teachers, and students. The issue is not merely the sheer
growth of the field itself, in the number of universities that now offer (and in many
cases, require) courses in criticism and theory, together with a dramatic increase in pro-
fessional publications on theoretical subjects in literary and cultural study. Even more
important, we believe, are changes in the conception of the field that can be evaluated
only by patient historical and philosophical reflection. Some of these problems we ad-
dressed in Critical Theory Since 1965 (Tallahassee: Florida State University Press,
1986), but in this volume our approach has been more comprehensive.

As critical theory has become more diverse, it has also become increasingly diver-
gent in the sense that the special problems of particular areas of study demand separate
and extensive treatment that cannot reasonably be satisfied by a general and historical
anthology such as this one. Fortunately, very good resources for more extended work on
such areas are now readily available. What is required, we believe, is a selection of es-
sential and substantive materials to facilitate a rethinking of the historical shape and tra-
jectory of the expanded field as a whole. Thus, readers will find in this edition amplified
resources to examine the rhetorical and pedagogical function of the literary in the an-
cient world, with sometimes surprising pertinence to contemporary studies of discursive
practices, just as they will find throughout a greater diversity of philosophical selections,
ancient and modern, and a broad representation of work addressing contemporary
themes pertaining to the role of theory and the place of literature in collective cultural
life.

In particular, we have been concerned in this edition to take full advantage of his-
torical reflection as a way to put contemporary practices and concerns in an expansive
framework. This pertains not only to the addition, for example, of selections from the
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dialogues of Plato that formerly were not seen as pertinent to the literary, but the repre-
sentation of other philosophical perspectives from the last one or two centuries where,
conversely, the problems usually associated exclusively with the literary have been
found to be fundamental for all organized thinking. We have, in this spirit, included new
selections by such philosophers and theorists as Charles Sanders Peirce, Edmund
Husserl, Gottlob Frege, Bertrand Russell, Ludwig Wittgenstein, Rudolph Carnap,
Valentin N. Volosinov, Jean Paul Sartre, Martin Heidegger, Frantz Fanon, Jacques Der-
rida, Edward W. Said, Gayatri Chakravorty Spivak, Judith Butler, and Ernesto Laclau,
among others, that together make clear the shortsightedness of insular and exclusive re-
liance on only certain traditions of thinking on fundamental topics. Additional material
extending the scope of this edition is available on-line at www.textchoice.com.

Two general observations concerning the selections in this anthology bear special
mention. The first is that we have been guided in our editorial choices by the conviction
that the intellectual problems of the literary, and more generally, the imaginative, are
fundamental and not topical. The sense of crisis and controversy that has marked recent
criticism is, in this light, partly the result of the discovery that many of our dominant
philosophical presuppositions are vulnerable precisely because they have been unable
to accommodate the vigorous and dynamic quality of imaginative thinking. The second
is that imaginative thinking, so considered, remains one of the greatest practical re-
sources upon which we can draw, as a continuing source of the ongoing discourse of
justice that has been particularly prominent in contemporary critical theory.

Finally, we wish to thank our students and colleagues, especially the late Ernst
Behler, Robert L. Montgomery, Henry Staten, Raimonda Modiano, Nicholas Halmi,
and Gary Handwerk, whose generous conversations and suggestions have been most ap-
preciated.

Hazard Adams
Leroy Searle
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