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Learning Objectives

At the end of this unit, students will be able to:

1.

understand and talk about the main holidays such as Christmas, Valentine’s
day, Easter Day, April Fools” Day, Halloween and Thanksgiving Day in
the United States and the United Kingdom;

. talk about the traditional Chinese festivals such as Spring Festival, Lantern

Festival, Dragon Boat Festival and Mid-autumn Festival in English;

. show their knowledge of the key words and expressions concerning these

holidays.



Part| Warm-up Activities

Read the list of holidays and discuss with your partner the

following questions.

1) Which holidays do you know?

2) How is this list organized?

Jan. 1 New Year’s Day
Feb. 14 Valentine’s Day
April 1 April Fool’s Day

the first Sunday following the full moon that
occurs on or following the spring equinox
(March 21, the first day of Spring)

Easter

2" Sunday in May

Mother’s Day

3" Sunday in June

Father’s Day

July 4

Independence Day

Oct. 31

Halloween

4" Thursday in November

Thanksgiving

Dec. 25

Christmas

2 Now talk with your partner again and classify below as many
Chinese festivals as you can under the headings of “ Public

Holidays” and “Traditional Chinese Festivals. ”




Unit 1

Public holidays Traditional Chinese festivals

Do you know any other kinds of festivals? The list below is
downloaded from Google’s “ Traditional Festivals in the world.”
Read the list with your partner and try to understand each type of
festival. The new words are given in the box. Then tell each other
about some kinds of holidays you know in China.

bizarre /bi'za:/ adj. very unusual or strange < &9

¢ carnival /'kamival/ n. a public event at which people play music, wear
special clothes, and dance in the streets 23k ¥ , £ £ 2 s L2

¢ floral /'flomral/ adj. made of flowers or decorated with flowers or pictures
of flowers & &4 , # 4% B 49

impersonator /im'pa:saneita/ n. someone who copies the way that other
people look, speak, and behave, as part of a performance % ;i , 4 ZA
maritime /'meritaim/ adj. relating to the sea or ships # il &9, #iZ 49
miscellaneous /misi'leinias/ adj. of mixed composition or character; of
various kinds; many sided 444 ; & AP &AF09; % A AEy




Beer Bizarre fancy clothes | Board game Book

Carnival Collectors Comedy Community

Cultural Dance Environmental Fair

Film Floral Folk Food

Impersonators | Maritime Miscellaneous Multicultural

Music National Naturist New Year

Performing Science Sport Street parade

Traditional Wine Winter Writing
PartIl Listen, Speakand Watch

1 Listening

Before listening, read the new words below out loud.

" pagan /'peigan/ adj. religious beliefs and customs do not belong to any of
the main religions of the world, and may come from a time before these
religions 34 4k #9

* Rio de Janeiro n. ZH4#A S (EBEHIFET)

% Samba /'semba/ n. a fast dance from Brazil, or the type of music played
for this dance % #.#% vi. to dance Samba %t & &%

* pop /pop/ vi. to come suddenly or unexpectedly out of or away from

RARE

¢ Sambodromo n. EB A& —k L

something

Directions: Now listen twice to Rowena Hilton’s talk about her personal experience of
the Carnival in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, and fill in the blanks with the
proper word you have heard.



Carnival can be smelt and breathed in the air of Rio de Janeiro. Everywhere
you look at Carnival time you can see a Carnival smile, you can hear a Carnival

1) beat and you can feel the Carnival  2) . On the first day of
Carnival I was on the Metro to Copacabana when about six teenage boys started

3) on their surfboards and beating on the train walls. The passengers
started 4)  their feet, and those Carnival smiles spread even wider, and all
of a sudden people were dancing the Samba in the isles. It was only then that I
realised what Carnival is.

I had been asking and asking, “ What is Carnival?” I had received

5)  answers about it starting as a pagan celebration in either Rome or
Greece. The Carnival balls were then 6)  from Italy in the late nineteenth
century, and had their ‘ golden era’ in the thirties with legendary balls at the
Copacabana Palace Hotel.

I was told that the Samba  7) had also started in the thirties, but it
wasn’t until 1984 that it found its home in Rio at the Sambodromo. But I kept
wanting to know: Why is it so special? Why does the whole of Brazil stop for it?
Why does it seem to be more exciting than Christmas? Why do thousands of people
from all over the world come just to see it? What was I doing there?

I wanted to really get 8)  in Carnival so I joined a Samba school
called Gres. Estacio de Sa, with my Brazilian friend Ilona. Two weeks before
Carnival I attended a  9)  on a Sunday night from 8 pm till well after
midnight. I got a small taste of the Carnival spirit there, watching everyone, young
and old, sambaing. There was one lady, who was very, very pregnant dancing as
fast, yet as 10)  , as all the others, although it looked like her baby was
going to pop out at any given moment. Nothing seems to stop anyone from
enjoying Carnival.

2 Speaking
Directions: The following pictures were taken by Chinese students when they joined the
Flora Festival in Toowoomba, Queensland, Australia. Describe the

pictures with your partner.

2



