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PREFACE

THis work was written in the belief that the right of self-defence
was capable of legal analysis and that in the present state of intet-
national law such an analysis is essential. Where, as in the United
Nations Charter, legal limitations are placed upon the individual
state’s right to resort to force, and the right of self-defence stands
as the main, if not the only exception to the general prohibition of
individual force, the scope and meaning of the exception become
of paramount importance if the general prohibition is to have
normative effect. State practice cannot be relied upon to give a
consistent, logical explanation of the development of the right of
self-defence. At the same time it has been thought preferable to
deal with state practice, pointing out the anomalies and inconsis-
tencies as they occur, rather than to expound a perfectly rational
explanation of the right of self-defence based upon the premisses
of fundamental rights but having all too vague a connection with
international law as it has been developed in the practice of
states.

Two occurrences of considerable impact upon the United
Nations Organization, and upon this work, took place as the book
was going to press; these were the Anglo-French intervention in
Egypt in October, 1956, and the Soviet Union’s intervention in
Hungary in the same month. References to these had, of necessity,
to be made; yet, in so doing, the writer is conscious of the con-
temporary nature of the sources upon which he relies, and also
the lack of time for reflection upon the implications of these
occurrences.

Acknowledgment must be made to the encouragement and
advice of Professor B. A. Wortley of Manchester University, under
whose guidance this work was prepared; to Dr. G. Schwarzen-
berger of University College, London, for valuable advice and
criticism; to the Oxford University Press and the Royal Institute
of International Affairs, who kindly permitted me to reproduce in
Chapter X the gist of an article in the British Year Book of Inter-
national Law, 1955—6; and to Miss R. Margeson, who has so
patiently discharged the burden of copying the manuscript and
the many alterations at successive stages.
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Finally I should like to express my thanks for the co-operation
of the Manchester University Press and for the generous contribu-
tion of Manchester University towards the cost of publication.

D. W. Bowerr
Faculty of Law,
Manchester University
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