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PREFACE

»1

“One can’t become skilled simply by reading about skills.

This book is designed to teach today’s law students using experiential learn-
ing pedagogy. Instead of simply reading about writing techniques and docu-
ments, students using this book become actively engaged in their learning
process through problem-based simulations, interactive exercises, immediate
feedback, and thoughtful reflection. Through active engagement, students
retain the material, understand the relevance and importance of what they are
learning, and become effective and efficient with their new skills. This unique
book is a powerful tool to help students form long-term professional habits,
become efficient problem-solvers, and think and behave like lawyers.

The content of this book focuses on legal analysis, the writing process, a
variety of legal documents, grammar, and citation, including the 4th Edition of
ALWD and the 19th Edition of the Bluebook. Annotated samples, quizzes, and
self-assessments provide the students with immediate feedback and help the
learning process through engaging and enriching exercises. Some of the high-
lights of the book include the following:

» Legal Analysis: discusses legal rhetorical devices in an easy-to-under-
stand fashion by focusing on statutory interpretation, common law analy-
sis, policy arguments, and cohesive legal arguments.

« Writing Process: provides useful strategies for students to become effi-
cient and effective writers by breaking down the process into multiple
steps.

« Legal Documents: addresses a variety of legal documents including
memos, briefs, client letters, pleadings and motions, scholarly writing
and write-on competition papers. For each product, the book addresses
audience, purpose, scope, and view; formal (as well as informal) require-
ments; and multiple annotated samples.

« Grammar and Citation: covers citation rules in the 19" Edition of the
Bluebook and the 4* Edition of ALWD as well as grammar rules with quiz-
zes and self-assessments for the students.

« Annotated Samples: provides a plethora of annotated samples, within
each document (such as questions presented and issue statements) as well
as full documents (such as memos, briefs, client letters, and motions).

« Quick References and Checklists: acts as study aid material for the stu-
dents to reinforce and test their understanding of the material.

» Quizzes and Self-Assessments: provides interactive tools and immediate
feedback for students and teachers to test the students’ understanding of
the materials.

1. Roy Stucky et al., Best Practices for Legal Education, p. 170-71 (Clinical Legal Education
Association 2007).

XXVii



XXViii Preface

This writing book can be used in conjunction with its research book coun-
terpart, Experiential Legal Research: Sources, Strategies, and Citation. When
used together, the two books provide all the required reading material in a typi-
cal modern legal research and writing course:

« Research (including Westlaw, WestlawNext, Lexis, Lexis Advance);

« Writing (memos, briefs, client letters, motions, pleadings, scholarly
documents);

« Analysis (statutory interpretation, common law analysis, policy, etc.);

« Citation (ALWD 4th Edition and the Bluebook 19t Edition); and

e Grammar (included self-assessments and quizzes).

This book is designed as a standalone print book. However, it can also be
used, if desired, in conjunction with its online version, TeachingLaw.com. The
online version provides extra functionality such as (1) a courseware program
that links directly with the content, (2) idea banks for professors to share infor-
mation, assignments, and projects, (3) direct links to other useful web sites so
students can research while they learn about sources, (4) self-assessments that
report to the professors, and (5) more interactive features for students. Profes-
sors may choose to offer the print book, the online version, or both for their
students. Appendix B at the end of this book provides a table of contents with
both page numbers and screen numbers so that students can be “on the same
page” regardless of which version they choose.

ATeacher’s Manual accompanies this book. It provides both pedagogical the-
ories and substantive techniques for teaching an experiential learning course:

» Experiential learning pedagogy techniques, including preparing research
and writing assignments, designing simulations and class exercises, and
crafting the syllabus for both objective and persuasive semesters.

» Specific assignments with accompanying research in multiple jurisdic-
tions, similar to an idea bank or shared bank for professors;

« Ready-made research projects and accompanying answer keys;

 In-class exercises for experiential learning pedagogy and accompanying
answer keys;

» Detailed lesson plans that highlight experiential learning pedagogy to
actively engage students in and out of the classroom; and

« Techniques for providing effective and efficient professor feedback and
student reflection on draft and final papers.

Reading about legal writing is not enough. Students need to be actively
engaged in the process to understand the various strategies to succeed in
today’s legal world. By using experiential learning pedagogy, professors can
help their students attain and retain the material and skills needed so that they
can become professional, effective, and efficient legal writers. When these stu-
dents become practicing lawyers, they will be able to learn to write any legal
document in an efficient process because they have been actively engaged in
the learning process throughout their academic lives.

Diana R. Donahoe
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