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Preface

We have designed Principles of Writing Research Papers as a guide to
research papers in all disciplines. The text features advice on the judicious
handling of research materials alongside extensive coverage ol electronic
research. Rooted in the fundamentals of thorough library research, this
guide encourages Internet searching as well as the value of field research.
It endorses the written word while recognizing the value of graphics.

audio, video, and slide presentations. Below is a list of its many features.

Emphasis on Writing in the Disciplines

We explore research, style, and format through the lenses of many dis-
ciplines, helping students in the humanities, social sciences, and nat-
ural sciences to approach a topic in a given flield, conduct valid research,
and present the results in an appropriate format. As we developed the
text, we tried to acknowledge the differences in research style across the
disciplines: science students examine and test a hypothesis while litera-
ture students advance a thesi

statement. Science students do more field
research than do philosophy or history students. Science students present
their research differently from humanities students. All of these aspects
of writing from research are examined and explained in this second edi-
tion, which now includes the following:
® Discussion ol addressing and fulfilling research assignments across
the disciplines, including those that call for theoretical inquiry,
empirical inquiry, and analysis for a review article.
e Comprehensive lists of discipline-specific scholarly bibliographies,
printed indexes, and encyclopedias.

e Comprehensive lists of websites and web search engines from across
the disciplines.
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e Coverage of field research. especially useful 1o researchers in the
social and natural sciences, including treatment of laboratory notes.

® Material on how to organize a variety of papers and reports, includ-
ing a lab investigation or field report. scientific analysis, and other
paradigms used in the humanities.

e Sample student papers, of MLA, APA, CBE, and CMS documenta-
tion styles.

Coverage of Electronic Research Tools

Chapter 3, “Searching the World Wide Web.” offers advice on using every
aspect of the Web, including regular search engines and metascarch
engines, Internet bibliographies, and discipline-specific search engines.
This chapter also provides advice for finding useful home pages. online
magazines, and news articles; using listserv, usenet, and chat: and eval-
uating Internet sources.

Coverage of Field Research

Chapter 4, “Collecting Data Outside the Library.” guides students in
finding their own primary sources, from reading personal papers and
setting up interviews to using media sources, as well as conducting
research using questionnaires, case studies, observation, and labora-
tory tests.

Student Papers
Four sample papers show how real students from across the disciplines
tackled their topies.
“The Exploration of Natural Beauty in Three Poems by John Keats™
(MLA)
“The Effects of Communication Skills on Development of Con-
structive Interpersonal Relationships™ (APA)
“Diabetes Management: A Delicate Balance™ (CBE number system)

“Britain’s  Disaster: The Boston Tea Party”™ (CMS footnote
system)
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Coverage on the Ethical Dimensions of Research
Coverage of ethics in research focuses on such issues as honoring copy-
right, working in collaborative groups. crediting online sources. seeking

permission to publish material on a website, and plagiarisin.

Integrated Website

The companion website at hitp://www.ablongman.com/lester provides
activities specific to each chapter’s content, such as using keywords to
find and narrow a topic, using listserv archives as potential research
areas. and evaluating different kinds of web materials.

Instructor’s Manual

An Instructor’s Manual is available [or instructors, upon request.
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