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ABOUT THIS BOOK

This book is for everyone with an interest in the environment in the member
states of the European Union (EU). It provides individuals, environmental
organizations, groups with local environmental problems, local authorities
and lawyers with the information which they need to allow them to feel confi-
dent about using European Community (EC) environmental law and about
trying to influence future EC environmental laws.”

Most people with an interest in the environment know that in recent years
the EC has been active in trying to protect the environment and control pollu-
tion. They will, for example, probably have heard of the EC’s laws on
environmental impact assessment, on bathing water and drinking water and
may even have heard of the European Commission and its attempts to ensure
that member states comply with the EC’s environmental laws. They may have
heard rumours of proposals for new Community environmental laws, such as
those covering landfill of waste and water quality. What they may not be aware
of is the extent to which they themselves can use the EC’s laws and institutions
to protect the environment and influence EC law-making in order to ensure
that the Community’s future environmental protection laws are better than
those adopted in the past. This book aims to make readers aware of the ways
in which they can use EC environmental law and of the influence that their
activities can have on the future development of EC environmental laws.

Part One of the book contains a brief introduction to the European
Community and its institutions and bodies. It also introduces European
Community environmental law and policy, explains the types of measures
which can be adopted to bring about new law and policy in this area and
provides some guidance on the structure of EC laws to help those who will be
reading EC laws for the first time.

Part Two explains the principal requirements of most of the main EC
environmental laws which are currently in force, discusses laws recently
adopted by the EC institutions and identifies some of the most far-reaching
proposals for new EC environmental laws which are currently going through
the Community’s legislative process. These chapters explain general environ-
mental measures, such as environmental impact assessment, access to
environmental information, integrated pollution prevention and control, eco-
management and audit, eco-labelling and measures relating to air, noise,
chemicals, industrial risks, nature conservation, waste and water.

#* Under the Treaty on European Union of 1992, a distinction is made between the ‘European
Union’ (EU) and the ‘European Community’ (EC). This treaty established the EU to provide a
framework for the EC’s member states to work towards a common foreign and security policy
and cooperation in the field of justice and home affairs. Although the institutions and member
states of the EU and EC are the same, environmental laws are adopted under the EC Treaty and
are therefore ‘EC laws’.
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Part Three explains the various ways in which individuals and groups can
try to make sure that EC environmental laws are complied with so that the
environment is protected. It begins by looking at ways in which EC environ-
mental law can be used in the member states. This includes the possibility of
relying directly on the provisions of the EC environmental laws themselves,
asking a national court to interpret national law in order to conform to EC
environmental law and suing the state for compensation where it has failed to
comply with an EC environmental law. The duties on the national courts to
make sure that individuals and environmental groups can make full use of EC
environmental law are also explained.

The following chapters in this part of the book look at the ways in which
the EC institutions can help to ensure that EC environmental laws are
complied with throughout the member states. They explain how individuals or
groups can make complaints to the Commission and send petitions or letters
to the European Parliament to complain about breaches of EC environmental
law. The final chapter in this part of the book explains how to make a complaint
to the European Ombudsman if a Community institution or body has not acted
properly in carrying out its functions.

Part Four of the book explains the ways in which individuals or organiza-
tions can influence future EC environmental laws. It summarizes the EC’s
law-making procedures, explains how individuals and environmental groups
can make sure that they know about planned proposals for EC environmental
laws and discusses the stages at which individuals or groups can try to influ-
ence the content of these proposed laws. Methods which can be used to exert
influence on the institutions are also discussed.

The final part of the book explains where further information on EC
environmental law can be found and gives contact details for some of the most
useful sources of further information on EC environmental matters.

The book is designed to provide readers with a format that is easy and
quick to read. Full references for the relevant EC laws and cases are given
throughout and further reading is suggested to allow readers to carry out
further research in respect of a particular environmental problem.
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