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Preface

WRITING A PREFACE FOR Advances in Nephrology gets easier and
easlier with each succeeding volume. The widespread acceptance
of this series and the gratifyingly large number of subscribers
are eloquent testimony that we are succeeding in our original
goals: to bridge the communications gap in nephrology between
the French and English-speaking nephrologists and to provide
authoritative and current information on important topics in
nephrology by recognized international authorities.

The choice of topics and contributors is made jointly by Profes-
sors Hamburger, Crosnier and me, after solicitation of sugges-
tions by other nephrologists. Inherent in this selection process
are such factors as the theoretic or practical importance of spe-
cific recent investigations, the unavailability of similar material
in textbooks and periodicals and the increasing need for ne-
phrologists to be conversant in such diverse general areas as
immunology, hemodynamics and nuclear medicine as they re-
late to nephrology. During the past 2 years, most of the hard
work of initial editing and collation of material has been done in
an exemplary manner by Dr. J. P. Grunfeld at the Necker Hospi-
tal, Paris, to whom we are all grateful. My own task has been to
make certain that the English translations of the French man-
uscripts are comprehensible, with as little editing as possible in
order to preserve their original style and content.

The topic of the major symposium in this volume, which in-
cludes the first seven chapters, is systemic lupus erythematosus.
The applicability of findings in lupus nephropathy to other
immunologic renal disorders is of obvious importance. The lead
chapter, by Bach et al., is a masterful synthesis of modern the-
ories of immunity. The following chapters cover every facet of
this disorder —immunologic, pathologic, experimental and
clinical. Current methods of diagnosis and therapy are care-
fully evaluated.

These are followed by three original research articles, one
experimental and two clinical. Gregoire et al. present fascinat-

1



2 PREFACE

ing data on the biochemistry and metabolism of the glomerulus.
The renowned Paris team of pediatric nephrologists (Levy et al.)
analyze their massive study of 100 patients with Schénlein-
Henoch glomerulonephritis and Professor Hendrickse (Liver-
pool) describes the unique clinical features and immunologic
characteristics of the quartan malarial nephrotic syndrome.

The next three chapters are concerned with blood pressure
control, an area of considerable importance in nephrology. A
scholarly and detailed summary of the central nervous actions
of angiotensin II (Elghozi et al.), an equally profound chapter
on nonexcretory renal influences on hemodynamics and body
fluid volumes (Liard) and a correlation of peripheral renin level
and age as determinants of blood pressure response to beta
blocker therapy (Biihler and Lutold) comprise this section.

The remainder of this volume includes four splendid clinical
chapters from France and England on acute renal failure, dialy-
sis and transplantation, topics of such major importance that
they are of necessity recurrent themes in Advances in Nephrolo-
gy, as well as individual contributions on pyelonephritis, anti-
biotic nephrotoxicity, cellular effects of azathioprine and hemo-
dialysis-related hepatitis.

The French Academy recently has reaffirmed its intention
to eliminate foreign words and phrases from the French lan-
guage. Nevertheless, this volume (Fr: volume) is a mélange
(Fr: mélange) of articles (Fr: articles) of importance (Fr: im-
portance) in nephrology (Fr: nephrologie). Maybe the Academy
acted hastily.

MorToN H. MAxweLL, M.D.



