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PREFACE

Our TiTLE, Words That Made American History, is not intended to sug-
gest that American history has been made by words alone. We believe,
however, that various speeches, pamphlets, books, and other writings have
been quite literally epoch-making. Some have aroused people to immediate
action. Some have rationalized and justified events after their occurrence.
Others have exerted a lasting effect upon the thinking of the majority or of
certain minorities. Still others, though not necessarily impelling people to
thought or action, have reflected and recorded important aspects of the
American character. Words that made American history in one or another
of those senses form the substance of the present volume.

To include all such writings would require enough books to fill a good-
sized library. Even to include only the most significant would take much
more space than is available here. In preparing a book of readings of a size
appropriate for college history courses, we have had to choose between two
selection procedures. One was to be as inclusive as possible, to gather ex-
cerpts from a great many documents and then pare the excerpts down to fit
within our space limits. The other possibility was to be more selective, to
choose a relatively small number of items and present the whole, or at least
an extensive part, of each one. We have adopted the second of these pro-
cedures. We think more is to be gained from a selection of well-rounded
pieces than from a profusion of snippets, and we trust that most teachers
and students will agree with us.

Our aim, then, is to present in fairly full detail a broadly representative
collection of writings that have revealed or have influenced the thinking of
Americans on important issues. We believe that supplementary readings of
this kind, which stirred the minds and hearts of Americans in the past, will
stir the interest of readers today and help bring history to life. Thus they
will serve as a valuable supplement to the regular textbook.

In an introduction to each of the selections we have tried to supply es-
sential information about the author and to place his work in its historical
context, but we have deliberately avoided predigesting the author’s words.
We have tried not to give his message away in advance, and we have left
the analysis and criticism of each item largely to the reader himself. We be-
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vili » Preface

lieve that this is pedagogically desirable. Among other possible exercises for
the student, we suggest the making of précis that will capture the essence of
the selection, and the providing of footnotes that will clarify obscure pas-
sages, identify allusions, criticize or evaluate positions, and the like.

R.N.C.
o
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Abraham Lincoln
THE PEOPLE’S CONTEST

{1861, 1863, 1865}%  Asramam Lincorn (1809-1865) used to be pictured,
at times, as an appealing but quaint and rather pathetic figure who for the most
part merely presided, at a distance, over the stirring and fateful events of his
presidency. Only in recent years has historical scholarship made it possible to do
full justice to him as an actual leader. It is now clear that he was the domi-
nant and decisive American of his day. To summarize, he used rare political
skill not only to gain and hold office but also to unite the North and thus reunite
the nation. A statesman as well as a politician, he led the way cautiously but
surely toward the emancipation of the slaves as well as the preservation of the
Union. As commander in chief of the Army and the Navy, he took responsibil-
ity for making and seeing to the execution of the strategic plans that at last
brought victory. And he gave point and meaning to all the bloodshed by sym-
bolizing and putting into deathless words the ideals which, alone, were worth
fighting for.

It would take more space than is available here to present adequately the
words of his that have helped Americans make up their minds. The following
selections provide a sampling of his more significant statements on the causes
and the meaning of the Civil War.

MESSAGE TO CONGRESS

(July 4, 1861)

Havin been convened on an extraordinary occasion, as authorized by
the Constitution, your attention is not called to any ordinary subject of
legislation.

At the beginning of the present Presidential term, four months ago, the
functions of the Federal Government were found to be generally suspended
within the several States of South Carolina, Georgia, Alabama, Mississippi,
Louisiana, and Florida, excepting only those of the Post Office Department.

Within these States, all the Forts, Arsenals, Dock-yards, Customhouses,
and the like, including the movable and stationary property in, and about
them, had been seized, and were held in open hostility to this Government,
excepting only Forts Pickens, Taylor, and Jefferson, on, and near the
Florida coast, and Fort Sumter, in Charleston harbor, South Carolina. The
Forts thus seized had been put in improved condition; new ones had been

3



4 « The Civil War and Reconstruction

built and armed forces had been organized, and were organizing, all
avowedly with the same hostile purpose.

The forts remaining in the possession of the Federal government, in, and
near, these States, were either besieged or menaced by warlike preparations;
and especially Fort Sumter was nearly surrounded by well-protected hostile
batteries, with guns equal in quality to the best of its own, and outnumber-
ing the latter as perhaps ten to one. A disproportionate share, of the Fed-
eral muskets and rifles, had somehow found their way into these States,
and had been scized, to be used against the government. Accumulations of
the public revenue, lying within them, had been seized for the same object.
The Navy was scattered in distant seas; leaving but a very small part of it
within the immediate reach of the government. Officers of the Federal
Army and Navy, had resigned in great numbers; and, of those resigning,
a large proportion had taken up arms against the government. Simultane-_
ously, and in connection, with all this, the purpose to sever the Federal
Union, was openly avowed. WW purpose, an ordinance
had been adopted in each of these States, declaring the States, respectively,
to be separated from the National Union. A formula for instituting a com-
bined government of these states had been promulgated; and this illegal
organization, in the character of confederate States was already invokin_g’
recognition, aid, and intervention, from Foreign Powers.

Finding this condition of things, and believing it to be an imperative _
duty upon the incoming Executive, to prevent, if possible, the consumma-
tion of such attempt to destroy the Federal Union, a choice of means to
that end became indispensable. This choice was made; and was declared
in the Inaugural address. The poligy chosen looked to the exhaustion of
all peaceful measures, before a resgya,any stronger ones. It sought only
to hold the public places and property, not already wrested from the Gov-
ernment, and to collect the revenue; relying for the rest, on time, discus-
sion, and the ballot-box. It promised a continuance of the mails at govern-
ment expense, to the very people who were resisting the government; and
it gave repeated pledges against any disturbance to any of the people, or
any of their rights. Of all that which a president might constitutionally,
and justifiably, do in such a case, everything was foreborne, without which,
it was believed possible to keep the government on foot.

On the 5th of March, (the present incumbent’s first full day in office) a
letter of Major Anderson, commanding at Fort Sumter, written on the
28th of February, and received at the War Department on the 4th of
March, was, by that Department, placed in his hands. This letter expressed
the professional opinion of the writer, that re-inforcements could not be
thrown into that Fort within the time for his relief, rendered necessary by
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the limited supply of provisions, ancll with a view of holding possession of

the same, with a force of less than twenty thousand good, and well-disci-

plined men. This opinion was concurred in by all the officers %h cgm-
BE

mand; and their memoranda on the subject, were made e
Major Anderson’s letter. The whole was immediately laid before Lieuten-
ant General Scott, who at once concurred with Major Anderson in opinion.
On reflection, however, he took full time consulting with other officers,
both of the Army and the Navy; and, at the end of four days, came re-
luctantly, but decidedly, to the same conclusion as before. He also stated at
the same time that no such sufficient force was then at the control of the
Government, or could be raised, and brought to the ground, within the
time when the provisions in the Fort would be exhausted. In a purely mili-
tary point of view, this reduced the duty of the administration, in the case,
to the mere matter of getting the garrison safely out of the Fort.

It was believed, however, that to so abandon that position, under the
circumstances, would be utterly ruinous; that the necessity under which it
was to be done, would not be fully understood — that, by many, it would
be construed as a part of a voluntary policy — that, at home, it would dis-
courage the friends of the Union, embolden its adversaries, and go far to
insure to the latter, a recognition abroad — that, in fact, it would be our
national destruction consummated. This could not be allowed. Starvation
was not yet upon the garrison; and ere it would be reached, Fort Pickens
might be re-inforced. This last, would be a clear indication of policy, and
would better enable the country to accept the evacuation of Fort Sumter, as
a military necessity. An order was at once directed to be sent for that land-
ing of the troops from the Steamship Brooklyn, into Fort Pickens. This
order could not go by land, but must take the longer, and slower route by
sea. The first return news from the order was received just one week be-
fore the fall of Fort Sumter. The news itself was, that the officer command-
ing the Sabine, to which vessel the troops had been transferred from the
Brooklyn, acting Upon some guasi armistice of the late administration,
(and of the existence of which, the present administration, up to the time
the order was despatched, had only too vague and uncertain rumors, to fix
attention) had refused to land the troops. To now re-inforce Fort Pickens,
before a crisis would be reached at Fort Sumter was impossible — rendered
so by the near exhaustion of provisions in the latter-named Fort. In pre-
caution against such a conjuncture, the government had, a few days before,
commenced preparing an expedition, as well adapted as might be, to re-
lieve Fort Sumter, which expedition was intended to be ultimately used, or
not, according to circumstances. The strongest anticipated case, for using
it, was now presented; and it was resolved to send it forward. As had been
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intended, in this contingency, it was also resolved to notify the Governor
of South Carolina, that he might expect an attempt would be made to pro-
vision the Fort; and that, if the attempt should not be resisted, there would
be no effort to throw in men, arms, or ammunition, without further notice,
or in case of an attack upon the Fort. This notice was accordingly given;
whereupon the Fort was attacked, and bombarded to its fall, without even
awaiting the arrival of the provisioning expedition.

It is thus seen that the assault upon, and reduction of, Fort Sumter, was,
in no sense, a matter of self defence on the part of the assailants. They well
knew that the garrison in the Fort could, by no possibility, commit aggres-
sion upon them. They knew — they were expressly notified — that the giv-
ing of bread to the few brave and hungry men of the garrison, was all
which would on that occasion be attempted, unless themselves, by resisting
so much, should provoke more. They knew that this Government desired
to keep the garrison in the Fort, not to assail them, but merely to maintain
visible possession, and thus to preserve the Union from actual, and im-
mediate dissolution — trusting, as hereinbefore stated, to time, discussion,
and the ballot-box, for final adjustment; and they assailed, and reduced the
Fort, for precisely the reverse object — to drive out the visible authority of
the Federal Union, and thus force it to immediate dissolution.

That this was their object, the Executive well understood; and having
said to them in the inaugural address, “You can have no conflict without
being yourselves the aggressors,” he took pains, not only to keep this dec-
laration good, but also to keep the case so free from the power of in-
genious sophistry, as that the world should not be able to misunderstand
it. By the affair at Fort Sumter, with its surrounding circumstances, that
point was reached. Then, and thereby, the assailants of the Government,
began the conflict of arms, without a gun in sight, or in expectancy, to re-
turn their fire, save only the few in the Fort, sent to that harbor, years be-
fore, for their own protection, and still ready to give that protecion, in
whatever was lawful. In this act, discarding all else, they have forced upon
the country, the distinct issue: “Immediate dissolution, or blood.”

And this issue embraces more than the fate of these United States. It
presents to the whole family of man, the question, whether a constitutional
republic, or a democracy —a government of the people, by the same
people — can, or cannot, maintain its territorial integrity, against its own
domestic foes. It presents the question, whether discontented individuals,
too few in numbers to control administration, according to organic law, in
any case, can always, upon the pretences made in this case, or on any other
pretences, or arbitrarily, without any pretence, break up their Government,
and thus practically put an end to free government upon the earth. It
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forces us to ask: “Is there, in all republics, this inherent, and fatal weak-
ness?” “Must a government, of necessity, be too strong for the liberties of
its people, or too weak to maintain its own existence?”

So viewing the issue, no choice was left but to call out the war power of
the Government; and so to resist force, employed for its destruction, by
force, for its preservation. . . .

It might seem, at first thought, to be of little difference whether the
present movement at the South be called “secession” or “rebellion.” The
movers, however, well understand the difference. At the beginning, they
knew they could never raise their treason to any respectable magnitude, by
any name which implies violation of law. They knew their people pos-
sessed as much of moral sense, as much of devotion to law and order, and
as much pride in, and reverence for, the history, and government, of their
common country, as any other civilized, and patriotic people. They knew
they could make no advancement directly in the teeth of these strong and
noble sentiments. Accordingly they commenced by an insidious debauch-
ing of the public mind. They invented an ingenious sophism, which, if con-
ceded, was followed by perfectly logical steps, through all the incidents, to
the complete destruction of the Union. The sophism itself is, that any state
of the Union may, consistently with the national Constitution, and there-
fore lawfully, and peacefully, withdraw from the Union, without the con-
sent of the Union, or of any other state. The little disguise that the sup-
posed right is to be exercised only for just cause, themselves to be the sole
judge of its justice, is too thin to merit any notice.

With rebellion thus sugar-coated, they have been drugging the public
mind of their section for more than thirty years; and, until at length, they
have brought many good men to a willingness to take up arms against
the government the day after some assemblage of men have enacted the
farcical pretence of taking their State out of the Union, who could have
been brought to no such thing the day defore.

This sophism derives much — perhaps the whole — of its currency, from
the assumption, that there is some omnipotent, and sacred supremacy, per-
taining to a Szate —to each State of our Federal Union. Our States have
neither more, nor less power, than that reserved to them, in the Union, by
the Constitution —no one of them ever having been a State out of the
Union. The original ones passed into the Union even before they cast off
their British colonial dependence; and the new ones each came into the
Union directly from a condition of dependence, excepting Texas. And
even Texas, in its temporary independence, was never designated a State.
The new ones only took the designation of States, on coming into the
Union, while that name was first adopted for the old ones, in, and by, the



