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Preface

This book is made up of the contributions of country experts and the
general report on corporate criminal liability presented to the XVIIIth
International Congress of Comparative Law held in Washington, DC, in the
northern summer of 2010.

It was a wise decision of the organizers to invite contributions on this
specific topic as it has virtually exploded over the last decade: nearly all
international treaties on economic and organized crime insist on the cre-
ation of corporate criminal liability (or, if not criminal, then quasi-criminal
or administrative liability). Traditional resistance to CCL in continental
European and Latin American civil law jurisdictions is weakening rapidly.
In parallel, common law countries are reconsidering their approaches to
imputation, which seem, by turns, too strict or too restrictive. A common
standard is emerging.

This preface gives me the opportunity to thank all contributors to this
book as well as the team that made it possible: Nadia Barriga, Denise Berger,
Marnie Dannacher, Raphaél Eckert, and Rebekka Gigon.

By far the largest contribution, though, has been made by my colleague,
Radha Ivory. She has not only shared the writing to the general report,
which now appears as the first chapter to this book, but she has edited all
the English language texts and has had the overall responsibility for the
book’s production.

Last but not least, [ would like to thank the publisher for its support.

Basel, October 2010 Mark Pieth
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