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To my parents, with love

Foreword

This book has its origins in the Observer EFL Service - later the Language Sector News Service — and
many of the articles first appeared as part of the monthly packs of language materials distributed to
subscribers. For this publication the worksheets have been considerably revised to include a wider
range of activities. Notes and suggestions for exploiting the material have also been expanded and
are included in the Self-Study edition.
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Introduction

Who is the book for?

Exploring Newspapers is designed for students who have covered the groundwork of English
grammar and syntax and who have a vocabulary which enables them to understand everyday
conversations and read straightforward texts. It is, in other words, for students who have reached the
Intermediate’ plateau and who now need to broaden their horizons.

What does it consist of?

The book consists of a selection of texts — both news reports and feature articles — taken from the
British national press. These are accompanied by a variety of exercises and activities which exploit
the material and provide opportunities for language practice. There are 40 units altogether, plus two
duizzes — one at the half-way stage and one at the end.

What kind of topics?

The texts cover a wide range of topics, from fast food to keeping fit, from selling umbrellas in London
to cycling holidays in France. In addition, there are a number of human-interest stories as well as
articles which touch on issues of social concern. News reports of political events have not been
included, however, since they tend quickly to lose their topical interest and become unrealistic for
use as working texts.

What kind of language activities?

The accompanying language activities range from comprehension and vocabulary questions, through
grammar and gap-fill exercises, to role-plays, discussions and suggestions for written work. The texts
are Interspersed with a series of matching exercises and jumbled cartoons — less demanding
activities, which provide light relief.

How authentic are the texts?

The texts are completely authentic and have been reprinted from British newspapers unaltered for
this book, apart from some updating of points of detail, such as prices. The articles and reports thus
Inevitably contain some challenging vocabulary at times, but they are mostly written in a direct and
accessible style.

How are the units arranged?

The units may be done in any order but, for convenience, the slightly easier ones are placed at the
beginning of the book and the more demanding ones at the end. The total ability range is not wide,
however, and subject matter and exercise type may be a more practical and fruitful basis for
selection. These can be readily referred to in the three indexes at the back.

What can students expect to gain from the book?

By exploring, with the help of the language activities, the range of newspaper texts presented in this
book, students can expect to develop their English in a number of ways. They should achieve greater
fluency in reading, broaden their vocabulary and understanding, and expand their means of




expression, both in speaking and writing. They should also gain an insight into different styles of
journalistic writing and, as a result, be able to approach with greater confidence the reading of
newspapers and magazines in English.

Classroom use or private study?

The book is primarily intended for use in the classroom, many of the language activities being best
performed in the context of discussion and the exchange of ideas. However, students working alone
or with a private teacher will find much of practical linguistic value in the texts and the accompanying
exercises, even if some of the activities, such as the role-plays and discussions, are precluded. The
Self-Study edition contains general notes on the various exercise types as well as complete answers to
all the questions and exercises. Practical teaching suggestions for exploiting each of the units are also
given.




Note to the Student

As a general rule, try to read the text of each unit right through once, to get an overall idea of the
content, before attempting to answer the detailed comprehension and vocabulary questions.

When answering the comprehension questions, try to avoid copying out sentences directly from
the text. This does not really show how much you have understood, and will often miss the particular
point of the question. Use the structure (especially the tense) of the question to frame your answer, but
try to give the information in your own words. Remember that lengthy answers sometimes hide more
than they reveal: short answers are often the best!

A number of the exercises refer to the use of a dictionary. You will find a good English-English
dictionary not only useful for these particular activities, but also an invaluable companion as you read
and work on the texts. As a general rule, however, try to deduce the meaning of a new word from its
context before looking it up. Confirm (or, perhaps, correct) your impression by using the dictionary,
and note other examples of the use of the word, as well as its definition. Check the pronunciation, too,
and the position of the stress, if there is one.

I hope that, whether working with a group or studying privately, you will find this book useful in
developing and expanding your English, and that you will enjoy using it. I hope, too, that you will
realise that newspaper articles are not always quite as difficult as they may at first appear, and that
you will be stimulated to explore for yourself the wide variety of newspapers and periodicals that are
published in English.
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General Notes for the Teacher

While it is hoped that the following general notes will be of some help and interest to all teachers
using this book, they have been written with the less experienced teacher particularly in mind. They
should, of course, be read in conjunction with the more detailed notes on each unit.

A ‘Special’ Units

1 Matching Headlines

There are three Matching Headlines units, all involving items of news-in-brief and two-word
headlines. Even headlines as comparatively simple as these show some of the techniques of the
sub-editor — the blocking of nouns and the use of the pun, for example — and help to prepare students
for the more demanding types of headline encountered in all shades of the British press.

2 Matching Titles

These units require some careful reading of the texts as well as interpreting of the titles, but they are
not difficult and can be used as light relief or fillers'. If time permits they could lead to discussions on
television, radio and the cinema.

3 Cartoons

If possible, make photocopies of the cartoon, cut up the individual pictures and distribute to students
in pairs. The students have half the pictures each and should then describe what they have to their
partner, including reading out the text in the bubbles’. This is rather more difficult than simply laying
the pictures down and moving them around, but it is more productive of language. Otherwise you find
that students simply practise saying 'This one goes here’ and ‘That one goes there'! Don't forget to
include the numbers, or else write them on the back.

4 Quizzes

It is not necessary to have covered all the units in class to do the quizzes. The unit numbers from which
the questions are taken are given with the answers and so teachers can easily select questions
relating to units that have been covered.

However, as the quizzes are not designed as memory tests — the information asked for is
deliberately obscure — but rather as scanning exercises, the fact that a unit has not been covered
need not preclude a question about it being asked: students can use the Contents List to try and
identify the source — another scanning exercise en route! The most difficult questions to identify are
those taken from the Headlines and Titles matching exercises, but teachers can guide appropriately
or give page references in these cases.

B General Language Activities

There are notes and suggestions for most of the exercises and activities in the Teacher's Notes for
each unit. If there are no notes for a particular exercise, it means that the exercise either is
self-explanatory, or has clear instructions on the student pages.




1 Comprehension Questions

These are of various kinds, but they are not generally intended to be exercises in language
manipulation, e.g. The fire was caused by an electrical fault. Question; What caused the fire? Their
purpose is to help students towards a fuller and clearer understanding of the text — sometimes by
asking about the general ideas or views being expressed, at other times by focusing attention on
points of detail or the meaning that lies behind the words. If a text is straightforward, with little in the
way of unusual syntax or indirectness of expression, there may be only a handful of questions, or
sometimes none at all. In these cases the text is exploited in other ways — perhaps by using it as the
basis for a role-play or as the starting point for a discussion.

Students should generally be encouraged and, if necessary, helped, to deduce meaning
wherever possible. If you have doubts about using a text because you think the class may find it too
difficult, try getting them to read the questions through first. This will often give students an overall
feel of the content of the passage as well as provide them with key points to look for.

Students should always try to answer questions using their own words as far as possible. Copying
out sentences wholesale from the text tends to make genuine comprehension difficult to assess, since
1t will often miss the particular focus of the question. Encourage students, however, to use the structure
and tense of the question as a grammatical framework for their answer.

2 Vocabulary

In the vocabulary exercises, the selected words are those which the average intermediate student is
unlikely to have come across but which have a certain frequency and are therefore of some practical
value. This does not always mean that they should become part of their active vocabulary, but that
students should at least add them to their stock of ‘passive’ words. Esoteric words which are not
fundamental to the overall understanding of the text have not been included in the exercises. These
can be ignored, guessed at or looked up by students at will.

3 Role-plays

There are eight set role-plays contained in the units. In the interview-type ones (Units 12, 17, 21, 25
and 28), begin by dividing the class into two groups, interviewers and interviewees, keeping them
separate as far as possible at this stage.

The interviewers should prepare a list of questions, based on the information contained in the
text. They can work in pairs or small groups and pool their ideas.

At the same time, the interviewees can study the text and prepare to be questioned. They should
try to absorb the main facts and memorise them as far as possible. They, too, can work together,
discussing any doubtful points, and test each other informally. Stress that they will not be able to look
at the text during the role-play (this concentrates the mind wonderfully).

This preparation time (allow about 20-25 minutes) provides an invaluable opportunity for you to
monitor students' progress and answer any queries. You should, of course, check that the
interviewers' questions are accurately phrased and also that they are capable of being answered!

For the role-play itself, the students come together in pairs (they should not, ideally, know until
this point who their opposite number is going to be). Encourage the interviewers to listen to the
answers and to ask follow-up questions where appropriate — not just go through their list of questions!
Interviewees should answer as freely and spontaneously as possible, and not refer to the text (brief
notes of their own would be a compromise, but far better without). If students get stuck, they can
always make up a (reasonable) answer. The interviewers should also be prepared to help out, by
rephrasing the question, suggesting the answer, or moving on to another question.

In this kind of simultaneous role-play, monitoring everyone obviously becomes a problemnu but, if
possible, record one or two of the interviews on a cassette and play back to the class for general
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feedback and follow-up. It adds greatly to the atmosphere of the recording and to students’
performance if you record a brief sentence to set the scene, e.g. . . . and now we go over to our studio
in London, where our reporter, ‘X, is waiting to interview Mr 'Y'. Alternatively, get one or two pairs to
perform in front of the class; monitor, and give appropriate feedback.

A number of the suggestions outlined above also apply to the other three role-plays (Units 4, 6 and
38), but more specific notes can be found in the Teaching Notes to these units.

4 Discussions and Talking Points

During these speaking activities, encourage students to use any relevant new vocabulary and phrases
encountered in the unit, perhaps by writing them on the board. In order to give more people a chance
to contribute, a large class could divide into groups, each under its own chairperson; there could then
be a general feedback session at the end. Further ideas for class discussions can be found in the
‘warm-up' notes for each unit.

C Pair- and Group-work

Many of the suggested exercises and activities lend themselves to students working together in class.
Students can obviously gain much in this way, since they work in the language while in the process of
exploring it and thus gain in confidence and fluency. Remember, however, that students need
feedback, and that they do actually like to be taught from time to time! They need and like to improve
their accuracy — in pronunciation and intonation as well as in structural usage and vocabulary — and
they cannot expect (nor do they always particularly want) to get this from their peers. So, monitor
groups as closely as possible and allow suitable time for feedback sessions.

D Headlines and Predicting

Headlines in newspapers are designed to be eye-catching. This often involves an unusual or striking
use of language, with the result that a headline may be more puzzling than informative — for native
speakers as much as for the foreign learner. For this reason headlines are not always suitable for
‘predicting’ activities. They are often understood only after reading the article, when the play on
words or special use of language becomes apparent and the sub-editor’s wit can be appreciated.

The ‘clever headline is a feature of all shades of the British press and a number of examples are to
be found in the units; attention is drawn to them in the Teaching Notes. Note that sometimes they form
the basis of a comprehension question (after the passage has been read)).

Other headlines are more straightforward. Some, indeed, are quite long, reflecting the original
layout of the article - maybe over a number of columns or across the top of a picture. These may well
provide the opportunity for a prediction exercise, something which is left to the discretion of the
teacher. However, as suggested above, care should be taken to avoid implying that the content of
newspaper articles can always be deduced by studying the headlines.

E Warm-ups

As headlines themselves do not always provide a suitable lead-in to an article, ideas for introducing
the lesson from 'cold’ can be found in the warm-up paragraphs at the beginning of the Teaching Notes
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to each unit. These are simply suggestions, and teachers may well find they can integrate some of the
units into current class topics or themes. The warm-up period should be kept quite brief — it's only
supposed to be an appetizer!

Note

In the Teaching Notes which accompany each unit in this Self-Study edition, I have tried to take into
consideration the needs of the non-native teacher and the student working alone as well as the native
teacher. For this reason, I have included explanations of some cultural and oth€r references
contained in the texts, including headlines, which might otherwise be obscure. By the same token, the
suggestions in the warm-up notes and some of the discussions are given as much for the language
they contain as for the ideas themselves, which claim no special originality.
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UNIT 1

Matching Headlines

Each of the nine news stories printed below should have a two-word headline - a word from Group A
followed by a word from Group B. Study the news stories and then write the appropriate headline

above each one, as in the example.

A
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Black and white leaders in
South Africa agreed a blueprint
for power-sharing talks.

Sheffield police are hunting the
killer of Tina Marie Fletcher, 19,
whose body was found at a flat
near the city centre.

Three Post-Impressionist paint-
ings worth £70,000 by Adrion,
Foubert and Marchand were
stolen from an art gallery in the
West End of London.

3

Two cable cars at the French Alps
ski resort of Les Orres fell 40ft,
injuring 31 people, after the top
of a pylon broke.

Brittany Ferries cancelled ser-
vices for St Malo and Caen after
strikes threats by French seamen.

Radiation at more than twice the
recommended safety limit still
affects 288,000 sheep on 407
Welsh farms, more than five
years after the Chernobyl dis-

aster.
6

A John Major lookalike, who
tricked a nine-year-old Malvern
girl of £32, was being sought by
police.

At least three people were killed
and 20 injured when an explosion
believed to have been caused by
gas tore through a hotel at Gar-
misch-Partenkirchen, a ski resort
in the Bavarian Alps.

8

Detectives investigating the death
of British seaman David Moon, 37,
aboard ship off Brunei, fly to the
Gulf today.
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