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Forewerd

Never have I encountered a PT boat veteran who called himself a hero. All the men I've
known through PT boats, Inc. are humble. They always say they were just doing their job, the
country needed them and they went. They went without question paying heavy prices along
the four-year journey that was WWIIL.

I grew up with PT boats. On family vacations when I was a child, I remember my father
stopping in so many towns, cities and farms to say hello or look for a PT veteran. Then
the period of college, marriage, children and business interrupted my association with the
organization. In 1982 it picked back up when I was asked to write some biographies to go in a
40-year history of PTs. Those writings grew into a full time job. It’s a job that is so much more
than a job. It sounds trite to say that, but it is so true. [ am privileged to work for a remarkable
organization of remarkable men and their families.

To say knowing, working for, and being with these men is an honor is an understatement of
the greatest degree. My years in the PT boat veterans’ realm and the success of their reunions,
museum and archives could not be improved upon. Had I taken any other job, I wouldn’t have
ever known important men of such high caliber, nor what a role they played in WWIL.

Generally speaking, if you describe something as “unique” in journalism class, the
professor will chastise you. But I would use that word to describe PT boat men. During the
war, the media latched onto the PT boat and the PT sailors and officers because the country
needed articles and film that were uplifting. PT men were seen as dashing riders astride their
charging steeds. Their deeds were widely published, so on the Home Front they were highly

regarded. Even so, most of the actions and operations were done quietly and unknowingly.
Through stealth, conviction and perseverance they met enemies head-on. PTs challenged Axis
navies in David and Goliath mode, putting the men at great risk. Yet, I've never heard them
complain. In fact, many that I've known said they would do it all again. Many did go to Korea
and a few to Vietnam. Through all the very close contact with the Axis, amid the carnage that
comes with war and skirting death or coming head-to-head with it on their patrols, when they
talk about WWII today, they do not complain about horrible conditions, long absences from
home, or the great danger that so often slapped them in the face.

PTs were more frequently in contact and at close range with the enemy than any other
surface vessels. They faced a world-wide battle under-supplied and ill-equipped. Yet they
never received hazardous duty pay.

In my years as the board-appointed executive vice president, every veteran who has
touched my life has brought me another step closer to understanding what a watershed event
the war was. I believe with all my being that we Americans will forever be affected by these
men riding those beautiful little expendable wooden boats. It is my honor to know the men
who rode the boats, manned the tenders, and worked ashore in the PT bases. It is my privilege
to help in some small way to keep their stories and history alive.

PT men may not have received their due from the Navy, the boats may not have displaced
the amounts a battleship did, but I stand in awe of them.

How could I not?

Alyce N. Guthrie
Executive Vice President WWII PT Boat Museum and Archives



Introduction

This volume has enabled me to present the PT boats’ service and contributions in World
War II. Beyond the bravery and sacrifices of the PT boat crews and support groups throughout
the war, there were three significant historical moments for PT boats. First, to defend the
Philippines against a Japanese invasion six PT boats of Squadron 3, under the command of
Lt. Bulkeley, were the only Navy to engage the enemy. Although all six boats were lost, their
heroic actions bought the U. S. time to rebuild the new Navy. Second, during the early U.
S. invasion of Guadalcanal, the U. S. warships were forced to make a tactical retreat due to
the vastly superior Japanese forces. The PT boat squadrons were the only U. S. Navy forces
that stayed behind to combat the Japanese destroyers shelling the beleaguered Marines on
the island. Although vastly outnumbered and outgunned, the PT boats’ guerilla type attacks

at night so unnerved the Japanese that the bombardment of Henderson Field stopped. For a
while, the survival of the Marines and the entire campaign was in doubt. Third, at the Battle
of the Surigao Strait, PT boats made first contact with the Japanese fleet as they entered
the southern entrance of the strait. Several torpedo hits were observed. However, the most
important part of their mission was to report the position of Japanese ships as they moved up
the strait. With such intelligence, the U. S. capitol ships were able to position themselves to
cross the Japanese ships’ “T" and destroy them.

In addition, like Volume I, this volume is also a pictorial presentation. Many modelers
have contacted me through the years for pictures and drawings in order to provide the most
authentic model. Therefore, I have specifically added drawings and pictures of different types
and makes of PT boats from the Pacific to the European Theater of Operation.

Victor K. Chun

For more information on the mentioned actions read At Close Quarters by Robert J.
Bulkeley
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