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E WROTE THE FIRST EDITION of College Learning and Study Skills to
help students succeed and prosper in college. Specifically, we
intended to help students develop strategies for time management,
study skills, test taking, using their libraries, and writing research
papers. In addition, we sought to accomplish four objectives: to
provide information in a context suitable for post-secondary devel-
opmental learners; to help post-secondary developmental students
become more active learners; to explain the mental processes
involved in learning; and to incorporate recent theories and research
into reading and study skill instruction at the post-secondary level.
We have been pleased by the response to the book. Instructors
and students with whom we have spoken have felt, as we have, that
the first edition of CLASS met these objectives. An additional survey
of users of CLASS from around the country generally agreed. We
realized, however, that revisions were needed to meet the changing
needs of the students for whom the book was written.

This second edition of College Learning and Study Skills reflects
comments from users and reviewers of the first edition. The book
has been changed in two major ways. First, we have made the book
easier to use by streamlining it to ten chapters and changing the
organization of chapters in what we think is a logical way. For
example, the chapter on active listening during lectures now imme-
diately follows Chapter Two on time management, and a chapter on
test-taking is now in the middle of the book, where it can help
students prepare for their mid-term exams. No major topics in the
book have been omitted. Second, a number of important topics have
been added to this edition. These include the problems disabled and
reentry students often face, how to set a writing schedule, anxc‘il
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suggestions for preparing to take objective and subjective exams.
More science-oriented examples and problems have also been
added.

This edition contains two new pedagogical features. One is a
brief writing component called “Write to Learn” which appears
several times in each chapter. The other is a “Group Learning
Activity” which appears at the end of each chapter and offers
opportunities for setting up student study groups. In addition, the
lengthy vocabulary section at the end of the first edition of CLASS
has been replaced by more accessible vocabulary exercises at the
beginning and end of each chapter. The original vocabulary sections
are still available, but as an accompanying text called Vocabulary for
College and Beyond (VOCAB).

A newly revised instructor’s manual and computer program
accompany this text. The computer disk, now easier for instructors
and students to use, includes the following five programs: HIGH-
LITE (indicating the importance of previewing and background
knowledge); TESTER (reinforcing test-taking strategies); SCANNER
(providing realistic practice in varying reading speed); ANALOGY
(extending practice of complex word relationships); and HANG-
MAN (providing practice in determining the meanings of new
words, using the context, and deriving meaning through structural
analysis). :

Although CLASS is designed for use in a post-secondary study
skills course, it also can serve as the principal text for an advanced
reading course or as a resource for English classes or learning
assistance centers. It also may be used by the student indepen-
dently.

The completion of any major project requires the assistance of
many people. We wish first to thank our families who support and
assist us in so many ways. Second, we gratefully acknowledge the
friendship and support of Karen Coltharp of Louisiana State Uni-
versity who helped us view the manuscript with fresh eyes. Third,
we thank the following reviewers whose comments helped shape
this edition:

Mary Biasotti

Dutchess Community College

Kathleen Brennan-Sortino
Dutchess Community College

Jeanne Chaltain
Dutchess Community College

Cecily Frazier
Dutchess Community College

Darrell H. Garber
Louisiana Technical University



PREFACE & vii

William E. Hysell
Mohawk Valley Community College

Nancy Lebran
Dutchess Community College

Elisabeth Longbotham
McMurray College

Jack Longbotham
Hardin-Simmons University

Elizabeth Miller
Kalamazoo Valley Community College

Lucia Perillo
Saint Martin’s College

Finally, we are especially grateful to Clark Baxter whose faith is
constant and to Chris Hurney who knows her job and does it
spectacularly.
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