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Each volume in this outstanding series provides an authoritative and comprehensive collection
of the essential primary readings from philosophy’s main fields of study. Designed to comple-
ment the Blackwell Companions to Philosophy series, each volume represents an unparalleled
resource in its own right, and will provide the ideal platform for course use.
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The essays contained in this collection represent
what seem to us to be canonical texts in contem-
porary political philosophy. But they only repre-
sent the contemporary canon, they do not exhaust
it. Although this collection is two or perhaps three
times the size of most, we nevertheless found that
we had space for only a sample of the very many
more texts and topics that we would like to have
included.

The collection is deliberately designed as a com-
panion to our earlier Companion to Contemporary
Political Philosophy (Oxford: Blackwell, 1993). We
attempted to retain something of the same flavour
in this collection, much the same scope of substan-
tive concerns and much the same diversity of
analytic styles. Inevitably, though, there is so
much more surveyed in the Companion’s many

chapters than can be reprinted here. Interested
readers are referred back to the Companion not
only to situate the texts in the present collection
but also for further readings and whole other sets
of concerns.

The Companion as a whole, and our own intro-
duction to it, serves effectively as a preface to this
collection. So we will not expound at length here
upon our views as to the nature of the political
philosophical enterprise. Let this one comment
suffice. We have tried to select and organize the
texts included here so as to show political philoso-
phy as it truly is: as a set of ongoing conversations
and disputations, arguments and debates.

Robert E. Goodin
Philip Pettit



The feedback on the first edition of the Anthology
has been very gratifying and we hope that this
revised collection will prove equally appealing.
We benefited greatly from the advice of a number
of friends and colleagues in revising the collection
but we should mention in particular those who
provided detailed comments on our proposals:
Peter Baumann, Graham Finlay, Mark Fielding,

Colin Farrelly, Noelle McAfee, Christopher Mor-
ris, William Edmundson, Peter Lindsay, Benjamin
Gregg, Michael Gorr, Avi Tucker, and Chuck
Beitz.

Robert E. Goodin
Philip Pettit



We are grateful to many friends and colleagues, as
well as Blackwell’s formal referees, for advice as to
what was useful in and what was lacking from the
first edition of this anthology.
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