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HEGEL AND ARISTOTLE

Hegel is, arguably, the most difficult of all philosophers. To find a way
through his thought, interpreters have usually approached him as
though he were developing Kantian and Fichtean themes. This book is
the first to demonstrate in a systematic way that it makes much more
sense to view Hegel’s idealism in relation to the metaphysical and epis-
temological tradition stemming from Aristotle.

This book offers an account of Hegel’s idealism and in particular his
notions of reason, subjectivity, and teleology, in light of Hegel’s inter-
pretation, discussion, assimilation, and critique of Aristotle’s philoso-
phy. It is the first systematic analysis comparing Hegelian and Aris-
totelian views of system and history; being, metaphysics, logic, and
truth; nature and subjectivity; spirit, knowledge, and self-knowledge;
ethics and politics. In addition, Hegel’s conception of Aristotle’s phi-
losophy is contrasted with alternative conceptions typical of his time
and ours.

No serious student of Hegel can afford to ignore this major new in-
terpretation. Moreover, because it investigates with enormous erudi-
tion the relation between two giants of the Western philosophical tra-
dition, this book will speak to a wider community of readers in such
fields as history of philosophy and history of Aristotelianism, meta-
physics and logic, philosophy of nature, psychology, ethics, and politi-
cal science.

Alfredo Ferrarin is Assistant Professor of Philosophy at Boston University.
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During the meal Goethe was comparatively quiet.
No doubt so as not to disturb the free speech of
his very voluble and logically penetrating guest,
who elaborated upon himself in oddly compli-
cated grammatical forms. An entirely novel ter-
minology, a mode of expression overleaping it-
self, the peculiarly employed philosophical
formulas of the ever more animated man in the
course of his demonstrations — all this finally re-
duced Goethe to complete silence without the
guest even noticing. The lady of the house like-
wise listened in silence, no doubt somewhat taken
aback, and glanced at “father” — as she always
called Goethe. After the meal had ended and the
guestdeparted, Goethe asked his daughter: “Now
did you like the man?” “Strange,” she replied, “I
cannot tell whether he is brilliant or mad. He
seems to me to be an unclear thinker.” Goethe
smiled ironically. “Well, well, we just ate with the
most famous of modern philosophers — Georg
Wilhelm Friedrich Hegel.”

—From Hegel in Berichten seiner Zeitgenossen
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