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| Preface

It is nearly a quarter century since the first edition of Leukemia appeared. At that time
leukemia was always a death sentence, in children as well as adults. Huge gaps existed
in the basic knowledge of normal blood cells and their pathologically perverted forms,
and hematologic techniques, both for routine investigations and research, were relatively
undeveloped. The lymphocyte was still a mystery, its life cycle and functions little better
understood than in the times of William Hewson. The human chromosome complement
stood officially at 48.

Subsequent editions of Leukemia have chronicled the remarkable advances that have
occurred since then; this edition continues that account. Because of the vast burgeoning
of work being done on so many aspects of the leukemia problem—and a problem it
remains—it has become increasingly difficult for a few individuals to give an account
that is intelligible to nonspecialists as well as those with a special interest in the disease.
The decision to convert Leukemia into a multiauthor production, with leading workers
from the United States, Europe, and Australia writing chapters on their own special
subjects therefore became inescapable. The editors owe a profound debt of gratitude to
all those who have contributed so willingly to the common task.

William Dameshek, the original senior author of this work, set its tone by stressing,
in the first Preface, that it was neither an encyclopedia nor a textbook but a monograph
for those, especially internists, pediatricians and pathologists, wishing to know more
about leukemia as a whole. This aim of making the book more readable rather than
merely a source for consultation was maintained under the coeditorship of Albert Baikie,
whose untimely death occurred soon after the publication of the third edition. The current
editors have tried their best to continue in this tradition.

Compared with previous editions, the book has been almost completely rewritten.
Changes have also been made in the selection of subjects and in emphasis. For example,
general chapters on the lympho- and immunoproliferative disorders have been omitted,
but newly recognized conditions such as hairy cell leukemia are extensively discussed.

~ Increased scope has been given to work in areas such as immunology and clonality of
leukemia where rapid progress has recently occurred. The morphology of leukemic cells
and its perhaps surprisingly rediscovered prognostic significance receive more detailed
attention. Although advances are reported from many fields and much has changed and
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xxii _ ‘ Preface

is now clearer, the need for further decisive progress, both in the basic study of leukemia
and its practical management, remains urgent.

We are grateful to many colleagues and publishers who permitted reproduction of
published charts and figures or supplied us with original material for illustrations. Their
generosity is acknowledged in the legends to the relevant figures. We wish also to
acknowledge the labors of our publishers, who surmounted innumerable problems, not
the least of which were the vagaries of postal services on three continents. Very special
thanks go to our secretaries, particularly to Ms. Patricia Stronka, not only for innumerable
hours of typing but for her role in organizing, posting, and telephoning on our behalf.

Finally, we would like to thank our spouses, Jean and Barbara, for forgiving the
many hours taken from all of our lives by the work on the fourth edition.

But now our task is finished, and the baton is passed on to the reader. We hope that
this volume will provide you with both the information and the urge to join in the clinical,
scientific, and humanitarian efforts to understand, manage, and prevent the dreadful illness
known as leukemia.

~ Frederick W. Grunz, M.D., Ph.D.
Edward S. Henderson, M.D.
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