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INTRODUCTION

I t isn’t always apparent, but there’s a direct connection between

women’s involvement in politics and opportunities for women
in business.

When women have power, for example, issues like pay equity
and sexual harassment are taken seriously. Invisible barriers like
the “glass ceiling” can be dismantled—enabling women to enter all
levels of corporate management. Family leave and affordable child
care become priorities—giving mothers who work outside the
home a better chance to establish themselves professionally.

That’s why NAFE supports capable women candidates and en-
courages our members to vote for and support them.

In 1992, we launched our nonpartisan “Seat at the Table” cam-
paign, which assists our 250,000 members in choosing candidates
and matching their professional skills to campaign work.

In 1993, NAFE held a national town meeting that linked more
than 80 cities by satellite and was hosted by ABC News Senior
Correspondent Carole Simpson.

Now NAFE is working toward “50/50 by 2000"—50% women at
all levels of government, as well as equal representation for women
in leadership roles in all facets of society.

One way NAFE can help to attain this goal, and help to main-
tain the momentum started in 1992, is to make information about
women’s issues available. That’s why we’ve teamed up with The
EarthWorks Group to provide you with 50/50 by 2000: The
Woman's Guide to Political Power. This unique book presents a con-
cise, readable summary of 14 issues that can affect you personally
and professionally; it supplies concrete ideas for action; and it pro-
vides lists of resources you can turn to for more information.

You have in your hands a valuable guide. We think you’ll find it
tremendously useful and inspiring. Be informed and get involved in
whatever ways you choose—whether you simply want to know the
issues. ..or you plan to run for office someday.

Together, we can accomplish 50/50 by 2000!

—Wendy Reid Crisp, National Director,
National Association for Female Executives
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WOMEN IN POLITICS:
THE PIVOTAL YEAR

The 1992 election was a landmark for women's issues.

A TURNING POINT

“1992 will go down in history as the year women literally ‘changed
the face’ of American politics. Voters sent four new women to the
U.S. Senate—tripling the number of women who serve there. The
number of women who serve in the U.S. House went from 28 to
47—a 68% increase.”

—National Women’s Political Caucus

A POWERFUL VOTING BLOC

“1992 was the year when feminist effort to represent women’s
lives in the electoral system—an issue-driven movement built by
millions of women over 20 years—made a quantum leap forward.
Women turned out to vote in larger and more self-respecting
numbers than ever before.”

—Gloria Steinem in Ms. magazine

“Exit polls show that women elected the president [in 1992].”
—The Feminist Majority

A POLITICAL FORCE

“Women have come of age as a powerful political force. Women

candidates won...and women became serious financial players in
the 1992 elections.”
—EMILY’s List
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In 1994, 83% of women running for office were mothers.




WOMEN IN POLITICS:
WHERE WE ARE NOW

According to most experts, women are on the verge of
making major breakthroughs in all areas of politics.

AS VOTERS...

“54 percent of all registered voters are women.”
—National Women’s Political Caucus

“Women are the majority of the electorate. Majority, as in power.
When men divide their votes evenly, women’s votes decide.
When women and men vote in exactly opposite ways—our side
wins.”

—Ann F. Lewis, Ms. magazine

AS POLITICAL LEADERS...

“The critical mass of available, viable female candidates is large
and growing.... There will be a large pool of professional women to
draw on for public office.”

—George Dean, founder, 50/50 by 2000

“The 103rd Congress [1994] has broken all previous records for
legislation enacted of importance to women and families.”

—Congressional Caucus for Women’s Issues

“In the wake of the 1994 elections, women will hold a record num-
ber of seats in the U.S. Senate (8) and a record number of state-
wide elective executive offices (85). The number of women in the
U.S. House of Representatives will hold steady at 47, but the num-
ber of women governors will drop from 4 to 1 and the number of
women in state legislatures will decrease slightly (to 1,533).”
—The Center for the American Woman in Politics
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State with the highest percentage of women state legislators: Washington (38%).



“If trends in the bellwether state of Florida are a predictor of
women’s involvement in politics nationally, many more women
will be making policy at the state and local levels. Florida has

more women—many of them older—sitting on local policy

boards than any other state.”
—David Lampe, National Civic League

AS POLICYMAKERS...
“Women are playing a more important role in the Clinton ad-
ministration than in any previous administration. There are
more women in the cabinet than ever before.... And Attorney
General Janet Reno is the first woman to break into the inner
circle of top cabinet positions.”

—Bob Fertik, Political Woman newsletter

AS VIABLE PRESIDENTIAL CANDIDATES...
“The future first woman president of the United States is today,
we would argue, a highly competent locally or regionally respect-
ed politician who is little known at the national level. She is
toiling in a state legislature, holding the office of state treasurer
or lieutenant governor or big-city mayor.”

—Patricia Aburdene and John Naisbitt,

authors of Megatrends for Women

“A woman will be elected president, probably in my lifetime.”
—President Bill Clinton

12
Women hold 20% of all seats in state legislatures.
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WOMEN IN POLITICS:
HOW WE GOT HERE

Progress has been slow but steady over the
last 80 years. Here are a few highlights:

1917: The first woman is elected to the U.S. House of Repre-
sentatives. In 1913, Montana had granted women the right to
vote. Three years later Jeanette Rankin, who’d spearheaded the
suffrage movement there, won her race for the House. She ran for
the Senate two years later, but was defeated—not because she was
a woman, but because of a Congressional vote: A dedicated paci-
fist, she had opposed America’s entry into World War I.

1920: The 19th amendment to the U.S. Constitution is ratified,
giving women the right to vote.

e Congress establishes a Women’s Bureau in the Labor Depart-
ment.

¢ The National American Woman Suffrage Association
(NAWSA) is reorganized as the League of Women Voters.

® Status report: After the November elections, there is one woman
in the U.S. Congress—Alice Robertson (R-Oklahoma). In 1921,
she becomes the first woman to preside over the U.S. House of
Representatives (for one minor bill).

1922: A woman serves in the U.S. Senate for the first time.
When Senator Thomas Watson died, Georgia’s governor appoint-
ed 87-year-old Rebecca Felton to fill the seat...until a special elec-
tion could be held 7 days later. It was a purely political move:
Congress wasn’t in session, and Felton had no duties. But she con-
vinced Senator-elect Walter George to let her serve one day in
Washington before he officially took office. She made national
headlines when she was sworn in on November 21.

1923: The ERA is introduced to Congress for the first time.
The National Women’s party was formed in 1917 to campaign for

13

California was the first state to send two women to the U.S. Senate at the same time.
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the 19th Amendment. In 1923, the head of the group, Alice Paul,

drafted the Equal Rights Amendment and succeeded in getting it
introduced into Congress.

1924: A woman is elected governor for the first time. In 1917,
“Farmer Jim” Ferguson, governor of Texas, had been impeached and
booted out of office. Seven years later his wife, M. A. “Ma” Fergu-
son, ran as Farmer Jim's surrogate. She won, and was elected again

in 1932.

e The first women delegates attend the Republican (118 delegates)
and Democratic (182 delegates) national conventions.

1932: Hattie Wyatt Caraway (D-Arkansas) becomes the first
woman elected to the U.S. Senate. When Senator Thaddeus Cara-
way died in 1931, the governor of Arkansas appointed Caraway’s
wife, Hattie, to the seat...after making her promise she wouldn’t
seek reelection. She changed her mind, ran for the office on her
own, and won two full terms.

1933: Frances Perkins becomes the first woman cabinet member.
When FDR was governor of New York, Perkins—a reformer com-
mitted to improving working conditions—had been his state indus-
trial commissioner. When Roosevelt became president, he appoint-
ed her Secretary of Labor. Perkins’s legacy includes social security,
unemployment insurance, minimum wage, and much more.

1949: Margaret Chase Smith (R-Maine) becomes the first wom-
an to serve in both houses of Congress. When Clyde Smith died
in 1940, his wife, Margaret, won a special election to take his place.
She won three full terms on her own, then ran successfully for the
Senate in 1948. This made her only the second woman elected to a
full term in the Senate....and the first elected to the Senate without
following her husband. She served four terms.

1950: Status report—After the November elections, there are 9
women in the U.S. House and 1 in the Senate.

1955: Status report—After mid-term elections, a record 18 women
serve in the U.S. Congress (16 in the House, 2 in the Senate).

2
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America has three times as many animal shelters as shelters for victims of domestic violence.
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1961: The first President’s Commission on the Status of Women
is established by JFK. The 26-member group (15 women, 11 men,
chaired by Eleanor Roosevelt) documented salary discrimination
against women for the first time. It also advocated child care, paid

maternity leave, and equal pay for comparable work. Until 1977, it
was a major influence on Congress.

1963: Congress passes the Equal Pay Act. Eighteen years after it
was initially introduced, the “first federal law forbidding sex dis-
crimination by private business” was finally passed. However, as
part of the compromise that got it to the House floor for a vote, it
didn’t cover administrative or professional jobs.

1964: Congress passes the Civil Rights Act with Title VII
against sex discrimination in employment practices. It was initial-
ly offered as a joke by Virginia Rep. Howard Smith to undermine
the rest of the Civil Rights Act. But Rep. Martha Giriffiths (D-
Michigan) forced Congress to take it seriously.

® Senator Margaret Chase Smith (R-Maine) becomes the first
woman to run for a major party presidential nomination.

1966: The National Organization for Women (NOW) is found-
ed. It was the first mass-membership group of the modern women’s
movement.

1971: The National Women’s Political Caucus is founded by
Betty Friedan, Rep. Bella Abzug (D-New York), Gloria Steinem,
Rep. Shitley Chisholm (D-New York), and others. Their goal:

Equal representation for women at all levels of government.

1972: The U.S. Senate approves the ERA and sends it to the
states for two-thirds majority ratification.

® Rep. Shirley Chisholm (the first African American woman in
Congress) announces her candidacy for the Democratic presiden-
tial nomination, making her the first African American woman to
run for president on a major party ticket.

1973: The first electoral vote is cast for a woman. Theodora
Nathan, Libertarian Party VP candidate, got it.

15

Problems with sexual harassment are reported at 90% of major U.S. corporations.
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1974: Rep. Ella Grasso (D-Connecticut) becomes the first
woman governor elected without succeeding her husband. A for-
mer Connecticut state legislator and the secretary of state, Grasso
was elected to two terms. She resigned in 1981, a few months be-
fore dying of cancer.

1980: Status report—After the November elections, women held
19 seats in the U.S. House and 2 in the Senate. The number of
women voters equalled the number of men voters for the first time.

1981: Sandra Day O’Conner becomes the first woman justice
on the Supreme Court. Although she’d graduated third in her
class at Stanford Law School in 1952, she had only been offered a
job as a legal secretary. By the mid-"70s she’d been an Arizona state
senator (R), a state deputy attorney general, and a Superior Court
judge. In 1975 she was appointed to the Arizona Court of Appeals
and in 1981 President Reagan picked her for the Supreme Court.

1982: The ERA dies. It failed to gain 3 states needed for ratifica-
tion.

1984: Presidential candidate Walter F. Mondale chooses Rep.
Geraldine A. Ferraro (D-New York) as his running mate, mak-
ing her the first woman vice presidential candidate for a major po-
litical party.

1991: Anita Hill testifies that Supreme Court nominee Clar-
ence Thomas sexually harassed her. The hearings that followed
were credited with jump-starting the women’s movement.

1992: “The Year of the Woman.” Women make up 54% of regis-
tered voters—10 million more than men. A record number of
women run for office and are elected. Carol Moseley Braun (D-
Illinois) becomes the first African American female senator. Bar-
bara Boxer and Dianne Feinstein (D-California) become the first
women senators to represent the same state simultaneously.

1995: A record 8 women serve in the U.S. Senate. A record 85
women hold statewide elective executive offices.

J
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In 1978, Mary Louise Smith of lowa became the first woman chair of the Republican Party.
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WOMEN IN POLITICS:
A QUIZ

Do you know how many elected officials are women?
Take this quiz by the Center for the American Woman
and Politics and find out (answers on next page).

WOMEN IN CONGRESS
In 1995, how many of the 535
voting members of Congress
(100 senators, 435 representa-
tives) are women?

Q12 19 Q29
Qs5 63 90

WOMEN OF COLOR

The number of women of color
who have ever served as voting
members of the U.S. Congress:

Qo L2 Qs
Q11 19 W50
GOVERNORS

In 1995, there is only one
woman governor, Christine
Todd Whitman (New Jersey).
Including Whitman, how many
women have ever served as gov-
ernor!

Q9 13 Q15
Q18 24 39

STATE LEGISLATORS
Since 1969, the number of wom-
en state legislators has quintu-
pled. What proportion of state
legislators in 1995 are women?

Q18% d21%
0 50%

Q8%
0 26%

U.S. HOUSE CANDIDATES
In 1994, a record number of
women won major party nomina-
tions for the U.S. Congress. How
many women candidates were
there for U.S. House seats?

Q18 027 Q39
Qe Q112 Q215

U.S. SENATE CANDIDATES
How many women major party
candidates were there for U.S.
Senate seats in 19947

04 09 Q1
Q15 Q24 048
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Worldwide, the U.S. has the biggest, most active independent women’s movement.




