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PREFACE

Crime and criminality have been the cornerstone for countless movie and
book plots and radio/TV talk shows over the decades. Of all the varied types
of criminal activity, however, organized crime has proven to be the most
intriguing through the years. Images of pin-striped gangsters, police
shootouts, and flamboyant lifestyles emerge whenever the topic of organized
crime is brought up. To a great extent, these images form the basis for stereo-
typing what the public generally perceives as organized crime. However,
these images fail to portray organized crime realistically.

Organized Crime is designed to be an introductory text serving several
purposes in the field of criminal justice. First, it will provide the reader with
an understanding of the concept of organized crime: what it is, and what it is
not. It will also give the reader the necessary historical foundation for under-
standing today’s organized crime problem: its evolution, its development, and
its current status. Most important, the book is designed to dispel the myth that
organized crime is comprised exclusively of Italian-American criminal
groups. In fact, when considering the overall problem of crime in our com-
munities, other groups, such as Afro-American, Mexican, Colombian, and
Jamaican criminal groups, play an increasingly important role, apart from
their Italian criminal counterparts.

Another important component to the book is our belief that drug traf-
ficking plays an important role in the continuing proliferation of organized

XIX



crime groups. The existence of the illegal drug trade says a lot about those
groups that traffic illicit drugs, but also about those members of society who
use them and who consequently lend support for organized criminals. In
addition to a separate chapter dealing with the issue, the topic is discussed
periodically throughout the book.

We have made great efforts to make the presentation of this material in a
logically organized, readable fashion. The problem of organized crime is
examined from a social perspective while specially designed pedagogical fea-
tures are added. These include chapter objectives, critical thinking exercises,
chapter summaries, key terms, and suggested readings. All of these features
are designed to promote scholarly thought and insight into the problem of
organized crime while presenting important thematic questions in each chap-
ter. These include questions such as: What is organized crime? Is there really
a Mafia? Is terrorism organized crime? Is the political machine dead?
Although there are no hard-and-fast answers to these questions, readers can
draw conclusions on their own and perhaps develop probing questions of
their own. In many respects the most important pursuit for students studying
organized crime is to develop sufficient mastery of the topic to ask the right
questions.

The preparation of this book was a demanding task because it required
sifting through an enormous amount of historical data and archives to present
the most salient aspects of the organized crime problem. The efforts of the
authors were augmented by numerous individuals and organizations. In
addition to the research offered by well-known researchers in the field, infor-
mation was also culled from governmental reports generated by such organi-
zations as the Federal Bureau of Investigation, the Pennsylvania Crime
Commission, the National Institute of Justice, and the Bureau of Justice
Statistics. A special thank you is extended to Carolyn Goodman of East
Mississippi Community College for editing and preparation of the instruc-
tor’s manual and test bank.

In addition to those special people and organizations mentioned above
we would also like to recognize the efforts of those criminal justice academi-
cians who took time to review this text in its developmental stages. Included
are: Maria Haberfeld, Jersey City State College; Hugh J. B. Cassidy, Adelphi
University; Harvey Burstein, Northeastern University; David L. Carter,
Michigan State University; Brad Farnsworth, Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, and
Firearms; Richter H. Moore, Jr., Appalachian State University; Rudolph C. De
La Torre, Los Angeles Valley College; and Patricia L. Zajac, California State
University—Hayward. The feedback, suggestions, and recommendations pro-
vided by each of these contributors was greatly appreciated.

The study of organized crime is one of the most fascinating educational
endeavors, posing thematic, scholarly, and ideological questions. As we
attempt to understand this area of interest, let us bear in mind that over thg
past century organized crime has become the most insidious form of crimi-
nality involving criminals, politicians, bankers, lawyers, and the all-impor-
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tant users of illegal goods and services. The authors would like to thank you
for the adoption of this book for classroom study, and we encourage com-
ments and suggestions regarding this publication for the improvement of
future editions. Please feel free to contact either of the authors at the follow-
ing addresses:

MICHAEL D. LyMAN, PH.D. GARY W. POTTER, PH.D.
Department of Criminal Justice Police Studies

Columbia College Eastern Kentucky University
1001 Rogers Street 410 Stratton Building
Columbia, MO 65216 Richmond, KY 40475
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