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Conrad Phillip Kottak (A.B. Columbia College, 1963;
Ph.D. Columbia University, 1966) is the Julian H. Steward
Collegiate Professor of Anthropology at the University
of Michigan, where he has taught since 1968. He
served as Anthropology Department chair from 1996
to 2006. In 1991 he was honored for his teaching by
the university and the state of Michigan. In 1992 he
received an excellence in teaching award from the
College of Literature, Sciences, and the Arts of the Uni-
versity of Michigan. In 1999 the American Anthropo-
logical Association (AAA) awarded Professor Kottak
the AAA/Mayfield Award for Excellence in the Under-
graduate Teaching of Anthropology. In 2005 he was
elected to the American Academy of Arts and Sciences,
and in 2008 to the National Academy of Sciences.

Professor Kottak has done ethnographic fieldwork
in Brazil (since 1962), Madagascar (since 1966), and
the United States. His general interests are in the pro-
cesses by which local cultures are incorporated—and
resist incorporation—into larger systems. This inter-
est links his earlier work on ecology and state forma-
tion in Africa and Madagascar to his more recent
research on globalization, national and international
culture, and the mass media.

The fourth edition of Kottak's popular case study
Assault on Paradise: The Globalization of a Little Com-
munity in Brazil, based on his continuing field work in
Arembepe, Bahia, Brazil, was published in 2006 by
McGraw-Hill. In a research project during the 1980s,
Kottak blended ethnography and survey research in
studying “Television’s Behavioral Effects in Brazil.”
That research is the basis of Kottak's book Prime-Time
Society: An Anthropological Analysis of Television and
Culture (revised edition published by Left Coast Press
in 2010)—a comparative study of the nature and im-
pact of television in Brazil and the United States.

Kottak's other books include The Past in the Pres-
ent: History, Ecology and Cultural Variation in Highland
Madagascar (1980), Researching American Culture:
A Guide for Student Anthropologists (edited 1982)
(both University of Michigan Press), and Madagascar:
Society and History (edited 1986) (Carolina Academic
Press). His most recent editions (14th) of Anthropol-
ogy. Appreciating Human Diversity and Cultural
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ror for Humanity: A Concise Intro-
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Conrad Kottak’s articles have appeared in aca-
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Journal of Anthropological Research, American Eth-
nologist, Ethnology, Human Organization, and Luso-
Brazilian Review. He also has written for more popular
journals, including Transaction/SOCIETY, Natural His-
tory, Psychology Today, and General Anthropology.

In recent research projects, Kottak and his col-
leagues have investigated the emergence of ecological
awareness in Brazil, the social context of deforestation
and biodiversity conservation in Madagascar, and
popular participation in economic development plan-
ning in northeastern Brazil. Professor Kottak has been
active in the University of Michigan's Center for the
Ethnography of Everyday Life, supported by the Alfred
P. Sloan Foundation. In that capacity, for a research
project titled “Media, Family, and Work in a Middle-
Class Midwestern Town,” Kottak and his colleague
Lara Descartes have investigated how middle-class
families draw on various media in planning, manag-
ing, and evaluating their choices and solutions with
respect to the competing demands of work and
family. That research is the basis of his recent book
Media and Middle Class Moms: Images and Realties
of Work and Family (Descartes and Kottak 2009,
Routledge/Taylor and Francis).

Conrad Kottak appreciates comments about his
books from professors and students. He can be
reached by e-mail at the following Internet address:
ckottak@bellsouth.net.
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Preface

When | wrote the first edition of this book in the 1970s,
the field of anthropology was changing rapidly. Anthro-
pologists were writing about a “new archaeology” and a
“new ethnography.” Studies of language as actually used
in society were revolutionizing overly formal and static
linguistic models. Symbolic and interpretive approaches
were joining ecological and materialist ones. | strove to
write a book that addressed all these changes, while also
providing a solid foundation of core concepts and the
basics.

Anthropology continues to be an exciting field. Pro-
found changes—including advances in communication
and transportation, the expansion of global capitalism,
and the challenges of a changing climate—have affected
the people and societies that anthropologists study. While
any competent text must present anthropology’s core, it
must also demonstrate anthropology’s relevance to
today’s world.

APPRECIATING THE
EXPERIENCES STUDENTS
BRING TO THE CLASSROOM

One of my main goals for this edition has been to
show students why anthropology should matter to
them. Previous editions included short boxed sections
titled “Understanding Ourselves.” I've expanded
these essays and moved them to the beginning of
each chapter. These introductions, which draw on
student experience, using familiar examples, illus-
trate the relevance of anthropology to everyday life
and set the stage for the content that follows.

Another feature that draws on student experience,
“Through the Eyes of Others,” offers short accounts
by foreign students of how they came to perceive and
appreciate key differences between their own cultures
of origin and contemporary culture in the United
States. These accounts point out aspects of U.S. culture
that may be invisible to students who are from the
United States, because they are understood as being
“normal,” or “just the way things are.” As these exam-
ples illustrate, the viewpoint of an outsider can help to
make visible particular features of one’s own culture.

Both the “Understanding Ourselves” introductions
and “Through the Eyes of Others” boxes tie into a key
theme of this book; namely, that anthropology helps us
understand ourselves. By studying other cultures, we
learn to appreciate, to question, and to reinterpret as-
pects of our own. As one cultural variant among many,
American culture is worthy of anthropological study
and analysis. Any adequate study of contemporary
American culture must include popular culture. I keep
up with developments in American—and, increas-
ingly, international—popular culture, and use popular
culture examples to help my students, and my read-
ers, understand and appreciate anthropological con-
cepts and approaches. To cite just a few examples, the
anthropology of Star Wars, The Wizard of Oz, and

Desperate Housewives are explored in this book,
along with more traditional aspects of American
culture.

APPRECIATING CULTURAL
DIVERSITY

No academic field has a stronger commitment to, or
respect for, human cultural diversity than anthropol-
ogy does. Anthropologists routinely listen to, record,
and attempt to represent voices and perspectives
from a multitude of times, places, countries, and cul-
tures. Through its various subfields, anthropology
brings together biological, social, cultural, linguistic,
and historical approaches. Multiple and diverse per-
spectives provide a fuller appreciation of what it
means to be human.

Newly imagined for this edition, chapters now
contain boxes titled “Appreciating Diversity,”
which focus on the various forms of human cultural
diversity, in time and space that make anthropology
so fascinating. Some of these explorations of diver-
sity, for example the recent popularity of hugging in
U.S. high schools, will likely be familiar to students.
Others, like the story of a Turkish man with five
wives and 55 children, will prompt them to consider
human societies very different from their own.

A key feature of today’s student body that makes
anthropology more relevant than ever is its increas-
ing diversity. Anthropologists once were the experts
who introduced diversity to the students. The tables
may have turned. Sometime during the 1990s the
most common name in my 101 class shifted from
Johnson to Kim. Today’s students already know a lot
about diversity and cultural differences, often from
their own backgrounds as well as from the media.
For instructors, knowing one’s audience today
means appreciating that, compared with us when
we first learned anthropology, the undergraduate
student body is likely to be (1) more diverse; (2) more
familiar with diversity; and (3) more comfortable
with diversity. We're very lucky to be able to build
on such student experience.

APPRECIATING THE FIELD
OF ANTHROPOLOGY

I want students to appreciate the field of anthropol-
ogy and the various kinds of diversity it studies.
How do anthropologists work? How does anthro-
pology contribute to our understanding of the world?
To help students answer these questions, chapters
now contain boxed sections titled “Appreciating
Anthropology,” which focus on the value and use-
fulness of anthropological research and approaches.

Anthropology is grounded in both the sciences
and the humanities. As a science, anthropology




relies on systematic observation, careful record-
keeping, and evidence-based analysis. Anthro-
pologists apply these tools of the scientific method to
the study of human cultures. In the words of Clyde
Kluckhohn (1944), “Anthropology provides a scien-
tific basis for dealing with the crucial dilemma of the
world today: how can peoples of different appear-
ance, mutually unintelligible languages, and dissimi-
lar ways of life get along peaceably together?”
Anthropology reveals its roots in the humanities
through the comparative and cross-cultural perspec-

tive it brings to bear on the full range of human en-
deavors and creative expressions. In fact, I see
anthropology as one of the most humanistic aca-
demic fields because of its fundamental appreciation
of human diversity. Anthropologists routinely listen
to, record, and attempt to represent voices and per-
spectives from a multitude of times, places, coun-
tries, cultures, and fields. Multiple and diverse
perspectives provide a fuller appreciation of what it
means to be human.

Preface

xxi



Appreciating Cultural Diversity

“Appreciating
Diversity” Boxes
These boxes explore
the rich diversity of
cultures that
anthropologists
study. Hugging in
U.S. high schools,
women-only
commuter trains in
large cities in India,
and Googling in local
languages are just a
few of the topics
explored in these
sections.

Chapter Openers
Each chapter opens
with a carefully-
chosen photograph
representing the
chapter content.
These photos
present a wide
variety of cultural
practices and
backgrounds. Three
thought-provoking
questions orient
students to key
chapter themes and
topics.

xxiv

appreciatin

Five Wives and 55 Children

Diversity in marriage customs has been a
prominent topic in anthropology since its ori-
gin. Many societies, including Turkey, that once
allowed plural marriage have banned it. Po-
lygyny is the form of polygamy (plural mar-
riage) in which a man has more than one wife
Marriage usually is a domestic partnership,
but under polygyny secondary wives may or
may not reside near the first wife. In this Turk-
ish case the five wives have their own homes.
Polygamy, although formally outlawed, has
survived in Turkey since the Ottoman period,
when having several wives was viewed as a
symbol of power, wealth, and sexual prowess.
Unlike the past, when the practice was custom-
ary (for men who could afford it) and not ille-
gal, polygamy can put contemporary women at
risk. Because their marriages have no official
status, secondary wives who are abused or
mistreated have no legal recourse. Like all in-
stitutions studied by anthropologists, customs
involving plural marriage are changing in the
contemporary world and in the context of nation-
states and globalization

ISIKLAR, Turkey, July 6—With his 5 wives,
55 children and 80 grandchildren, 400 sheep,
1,200 acres of land and a small army of ser-

vants, Aga Mehmet Arslan would seem an un-
likely defender of monogamy.

Though banned, polygamy is widespread in
the Isiklar region. Yet if he were young again,
said Mr. Arslan, a sprightly, potbellied, 64-year-
old Kurdish village chieftain, he would happily
trade in his five wives for one.

“Marrying five wives is not sinful, and | did
so because to have many wives is a sign of
power,” he said, perched on a divan in a large
cushion-filled room at his house, where a por-
trait of Turkey’s first president, Mustafa Kemal
Ataturk, who outlawed polygamy in 1926, is
prominently displayed.

“But | wouldn't do it again,” he added, list-
ing the challenges of having so many kin—like
the need to build each wife a house away from
the others to prevent friction and his struggle
to remember all of his children’s names. “| was
uneducated back then, and God commands us
to be fruitful and multiply.”

Though banned by Ataturk as part of an ef-
fort to modernize the Turkish republic and em-
power women, polygamy remains widespread
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Many societies, including Turkey (as de-
scribed here), that once permitted plural
marriage have outlawed it. The Turkish
bride shown here—Kubra Gul, the
daughter of Turkey’s president Abdullah
Gul—will not have to share her bride-
groom, Mehmet Sarimermer. The photo
shows the couple on their wedding day
(October 14, 2007) in Istanbul.

in this deeply religious and rural Kurdish region
of southeastern Anatolia, home to one-third of
Turkey’s 71 million people. The practice is gen-
erally accepted under the Koran

Polygamy is creating cultural clashes in a
country struggling to reconcile the secularism

» What distinguishes

anthropology from
other fields that
study human
beings?

How do
anthropologists
study human
diversity in time
and space?

Why is anthropology
both scientific and

humanistic?




MAP 18
Global Warming

5 ince the early 20th century, the Earth's
have risen about

Anthropology Atlas

Comprising 18 maps, this atlas presents a global view of topics and issues important to anthropologists and to

the people they study, such as world forest loss, gender inequality, and the distribution of world religions. Cross
references in the text tie the maps to relevant chapter discussions.



understanding OURSELVES

ow special are you? To what ex-

tent are you “your own person*

and to what extent are you a

product of your particular culture?
How much does, and should, your cultural
background Influence your actions and deci-
sions? Americans may not fully appreciate the
power of culture because of the value their
cutture places on “the individual * Amencans
like to regard everyone as unique in some way.
Yet individualism itself Is a distinctive shared
value, a feature of American culture, transmit-
ted constantly In our dally lives. In the media,
count how many stories focus on individuals
versus groups: From the fate Mr. (Fred) Rogers
of daytime TV to “real-life” parents, grandpar-
ents, and teachers, our enculturative agents
insist we all are “someone special * That we
are individuals first'and members of groups
second is the opposite of this chapter's lesson
about culture. Certainly we have distinctive
features because we are Individuals, but we
have other distinct attributes because we be-
fong to cultural groups.

For example, as we saw i the “Appreciat-
ing Diversity” box in Chapter 1(pp. &~7), a com-
parison of the United States with Brazll, taly, or
virtually any Latin nation reveals striking con-
trasts between a national culture (American)
that discourages physical affection and na-
tional cultures In which the opposite (s true
Brazilians touch, embrace, and kiss one an-
other much more frequently than North Amer-
icans do. Such behavior refiects years of

exposure 10 particular cultural waditions:
Middle-class Brazillans teach their kids—both
boys and giis—o Kiss (on the cheek, two or
three times, coming and going) every adult
relative they ever see. Given the size of Brazil-
lan extended families, this can mean hundreds
of people. Women continue kissing all those
people throughout their lives. Until they are
adolescents, boys kiss ail adult relatives Men
typically continue to kiss female relatives and
friends, as well as their fathers and uncles
throughout their lives.

Do you kiss your father? Your uncle? Your
grandfather? How about your mother, aunt, or
granimother? The answer to these questions
may differ between men and women, and for
male and fernale relatives Culture can help us to
make sense of these differences. In America,
a cultural homophobia (fear of homosexuality)
may prevent American men from engaging In
displays of affection with other men; similarty,
American gitls typically are encouraged to
show affection, while American boys typically
aren't. It's important to note that these cultural
explanations rely upon example and expecta-
tion, and that no cultural trait exists because it
s natural or right. Ethnocentrism s the error of
Viewing one's own culture as superior and
applying one's own cultural values In udging
people from other cultures. How easy is t for
you to see beyond the ethnocentric blinders
of your own experience? Do you have an
ethnocentric position regarding dispiays of
affection?

“Understanding Ourselves” Introductions

These new chapter introductions, which expand on a feature
previously spread throughout the book, prompt students to relate
anthropology to their own culture and their own lives. Students
learn that anthropology provides insights into nearly every aspect
of daily life, from what we eat for breakfast to how often baseball
players spit, to cite just two examples.

Appreciating the Experiences Students

features correlate with social factors, incly
class and gender differences (Tannen 1990)? One
reason for variation is geography, as in regional
du]mts accents. Linguistic variation also is ex-
pressed in the bilingualism of ethnic groups. Lin-
guistic and cultural anthropologists collaborate in
studying links between language and many other
aspects of culture, such as how people reckon kin-
ship and how they perceive and classify colors.

ANTHROPOLOGY AND
OTHER ACADEMIC FIELDS
As mentioned previously, one of the main differ-
ences between anthropology and the other felds
that study ‘sunique
blend of biological. social, cultural, linguistic, his-
torical, and contemporary perspectives. Paradoxi-
cally, while distinguishing anthropology, this
breadth is what also links it to many other disci-
plines. Techniques used to date fossils and arti-
facts have come to anthropology from physics,
chemistry, and grology. Because plant and animal
remains often are found with human bones and
artifacts, anthropologists collaborate with bota-
nists, zoologists, and paleontologists

As a discipline that is both saientific and hu-
‘manistic, anthropology has links with many other
academic fields. Anthropology is o science—a
“systematic field of study or body of knowledge
that aims, through experiment, observation, and
deduction, to produce reliable explanations of phe-
nomena, with reference to the material and physi-
cal world™ (Webster's New World Encyclopedia 1993,
p-937). The following chapters present anthropol-

describing, i d

the need for such a field stll stands: "Anthropology
provides a scicntific basis for dealing with the cru-
cial dilemma of the warld today: how can peoples
of different appearance, mutually unintelligible
languages, and dissimilar ways of life get along
peaceably together?” (p. 9). Anthropology has com-
piled an impressive body of knowledge that this
textbook attempts to encapsulate.

Besides its links to the natural sciences (e.g., ge-
ology, zoology) and social sciences (e.g. sociology,
psychology), mﬁvqmlog also has strong unu o
the humanities. The humanities include English,
comparative literature, classics, folklore, philoso-
phy, and the arts. These fields study hngmgu
texts, philosophies, arts, music, performances, and
oihe of creative :xprs.mn Ethnomusicol-
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Changing Places,
Changing Identities

wu bom and lived in Venezuela's capital, Caracss, for 15 years,
Cumwnllmmddmc.bmm rhully cosmopolitan. Years of
relatively stable democracy and a state infrastructure fueled by oll
‘made this city attractive to many immigrants, not just from rural areas, but
| from the rest of South America and Europe as well. While growing up, |
| never thought much about how the place where we liva Impacts, often in
very small ways, who we are. As | later came to realize, it is amazing how
much what is familiar to us comes into focus when we travel and live elsa-
where, far from the people and customs we are used to. Elements of our
identity change. too, in different situations. In fact, plunging ourselves
mloudm'mxwmdwﬂullywdm eompbmydmh

anghum&ueunnmg-mbw-w but when my
family and | arrived in Trinidad, a smal town in southern Colorado, one
blustery November night, | wondered what | had done wrong to deserve
such a fatel In Trinidad, my father joked that you'd miss the town limits if
you biked too fast. Many of my new high school classmates had never
flown on an airplane, much less seen the ocean. Most of them had last
namaes such as Gonzales and Salazar, and their families had lived in the
area for several generations. As different as | felt from them, we shared, in
the American social context, identifiers such as Hispanic or Latino, tarms.
that never made much sense to me, since they purportadly bundled to-
gether people | viewed as not having much in common. Just as | noticed
how different my classmates wore from me, elemants that | felt made my
family “distinctly Venezuelan® stood out, both tinted and amplified, no
doubt, by my nestalgia for the people and places left behind. We stayed
up late, danced to salsa on Christmas Eve and New Year's, lamentad the
lack of homemade hallacas (a traditional Venezuelan Christmas dish) and
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became for me, during that
first holiday away from home, tha essence of our identity,

Years later, while condmmng ﬁmm in rural eastem Venezuels, |

Id again face ge 1o myself and
lc‘oﬂlpooplovmuvlmdm.nalawlv This time, aftor saveral
years of graduate school, | could better understand rmy reactions. | now
appreciste what it means to be part of one culture and not anather and
that what it means to be local is contaxtual and dynamic.

study of tales, myths, and legends from a variety of
cultures. One might well argue that mmrvpclogy
is among the most humanistic of all aca

because of its fundamental respect «m humn di-

seiwnce

e basis, is especially closely related to an-
thropology. Also linked is folkiore, the systematic

versity. listen to, record, and (0P e explarsations, with
resent voices from a multitude of nations lnd wherence 10 the matenal
cultures, values local k I
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“Through the Eyes of Others” Essays

Written by students raised outside of the United States, these
essays contrast aspects of life in contemporary American culture
with similar aspects in the authors' cultures of origin. The
observations within these essays show students how cultural
practices that seem familiar or natural are not seen as such by
others.




Bring to the Classroom

Anthony . C. Wallace's Typology of Religions

Supreme being States

Monotheistic Priests, minsters, otc
Olympian Priesthood Hiecarchical pantheon Chvistdoms and
with powertul deties archaic states
Communai Part-time specialists; Several deities with Food-producing
nature wibes.
sponsored events,
Including rites of
passage
Shamanic Shaman = pant-time Zoomorphic practitioner Foraging band
(plants and animals)

ceremonies and rites of passage. Although com-  palytheistic. They include powerful anthropo-
munal religions lack full-time religious specialists,  morphic gods with specialized functions, for ex-
polythetsm they believe in several deities (polytheism) who  ample, gods of love, war, the sea, and death
abel that muitle control aspects of nature. Although some hunter-  Olympian pantheons (collections of supernatural
detied contiolspects  gatherers, including Australian fotemites, have  beings) were prominent in the religions of many
ofare religions, these rel more typ-
ical of farming societies.
Otympian religioms Olympian religions, which arose with state  and clasical Greece and Rcme Wallace’s fourth
st ey wih o> organization and marked social and
fomonal poesthoods  full-t mmnldnw;vwsbulllvmmewp«
hoods. Like the state itsel, lheynuhnndmhmr natural all
chically and bureaucratically organized. The term  ral amnumfsuhomol o are under
Olympian comes from Mount Olympus, home of  the control of, a single eternal, omniscient, omnip-
the classical Greek gods. Olympian religions are  otent, and omnipresent supreme being, Recap 122

momotheinm
Worship of a sngle
woreme beng

“Recap” Tables

These tables systematically summarize major points of a section or

the four types and their features.

RELIGION IN STATES

Robert Bellah (1978) coined the term “world-
rejecting religion” to describe most forms of Chris-
tianity, including Protestantism. World-rejecting
religions arose in ancient civilizations, along with
literacy and a specialized priesthood. These reli-
gions are so named because of their tendency to
reject the natural (mundane, ordinary, material,

supematural is the main goal of such religions.

Protestant Values and the
Rise of Capitalism
Notions of salvation and the afterlife dominate
Christian d!olnps However, most varieties of
lack thy f ear-
Ikr monotheistic religions, including Roman Ca-
tholicism. With a diminished role for the priest
(minister), salvation s directly available to individ-
uals. Regardless of their social status, Protestants
have unmediated access to the supemnatural. The

chapter, giving students an easily accessible studying and learning

tool.

Summary

rather than mainly
for subsistence. In-
digenous peoples
and traditional
cultures  have
devised various

strategies to deal with threats to their autonomy,
identity, and livelihood. New forms of political
mobilization and cultural expression are

ing fiom the interplay of loca) regional, national,
and international cultural forces (see Ong and
Collier, eds. 2005).

Acing the s per

1. Culture, which is distinctive to humanity, refers
to customary behavior and beliefs that are passed
on through enculturation. Culture rests on the
human capacity for cultural learning, Culture en-
compasses rules for conduct internalized in hu-
man beings, which lead them to think and act in
characteristic ways

2. Although other animals learn, only humans have
cultural leamning, dependent on symbols. Hu-
mans think symbolically—arbitrarily bslwmg
meaning on things and events. By

like us, belong to the hominid family. The ability
to learn, basic to culture, is an adaptive advan-
tage available to monkeys and apes. Chimpan-
zees make tools for several purposes. They also
hunt and share meat. Sharing and cooperation
are more developed among humans than among
the apes, and only humans have systems of kin-
ship and marriage that permit us to maintain
lifelong ties with relatives in different local
groups.

swmmmmsmmwmnh.um
necessary or natural relation. Symbohhlveq&e
for people

Pcople absorb cultural lessons consciously and
unconsciousl

y:

Cultural traditions mold biologically based de-
sires and needs in particular directions. Everyone
is cultured, not just people with elite educations.
G igh
economic and social forces, key symbols, and core
values. Cultural rules don’t rigidly dictate our be-
havior. There is room for creativity, flexibility, di-
versity, and disagreement within societies.
Cultural means of adaptation have been crucial in
human evolution. Aspects of culture also can be
maladaptive.

Using a
examines biological, psychological, social. and
cultural universals and generalities. There also
are unique and distinctive aspects of the human
condition (cultural particularities). North Ameri-
can cultural traditions are no more natural than
any others. Levels of culture can be larger or
smaller than a nation. Cultural traits may be
shared across national boundaries. Nations also
include cultural differences associated with eth-
nicity, region, and social class.

. Ethnocentrism describes judging other cultures
by using one’s own cultural standards. Cultural
relativism, which anthropologists may use as a
methodological position rather than a moral
stance, is the idea of avoiding the use of outside
standards to judge behavior in a given society.
Human rights are those based on justice and mo-

The by pacity for culture oluti

ary basis that extends back at least 2.6 million
years—to early tool makers whose products sur-
Vive in the archaeological record (and most prob-
ably even further back—based on observation of
tool use and a

rality ountries,
cultures, mdmhw-cﬂmnlngmmvsu
in religious and ethnic minarities and indigenous
societies, and IPR, or intellectual property rights,
apply to an indigenous group’s collective knowl-

pes)

with monkeys and apes such traits as manual
dexterity (especially opposable thumbs), depth
and color vision, leaming ability based on a large
brain, substantial parental investment in a limited
number of offspring, and tendencies toward soci-
ality and cooperation.

. Many hominin traits are foreshadowed in other
primates, particularly in the African apes, which,
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8. Diffusion, migration, and colonialism have car-
ried cultural traits and patters to different
world areas. Mechanisms of cultural change in-
clude diffusion, acculturation, and independent
invention. Globalization describes a series of
processes that promote change in a world in
which nations and people are interlinked and
mutually dependent.

“Acing the Course” Sections

These end-of-chapter sections include summaries, key terms, and
self-quizzes that encourage students to review and retain the chapter
content. Self-grading quizzes on the book’s online learning center
(www.mhhe.com/kottakca14e) provide further opportunities for
practice and review.




Appreciating the F

“Appreciating
Anthropology” Boxes

These accounts explore ways in
which anthropologists are
actively engaged with some of
our most urgent 21st century
concerns. From studying the
culture of terrorist subcultures
to helping to preserve the
architecture and archaeology of
New Orleans after Hurricane
Katrina, these boxes
demonstrate that topics raised
in every chapter can be found in
today's headlines.

“Living Anthropology”

Video Icons

These icons reference a set of
videos that show anthropologists
at work and that can be viewed
on the open-access online
learning center (www.mhhe.
com/kottakca14e). Students hear
anthropologists describe the
research they are doing and are
given a glimpse of the many
sites and peoples that
anthropologists study.

ield of Anthropology

appreciating

Should Anthropologists Study Terrorism?

How and how much should anthropology mat
ter? For decades I've heard anthropologists com

Project Minerva has raised concerns among
anthropologists. Based on past experience,

plain that government officials fail to appreciate, ~ scholars worry that governments might use
or simply are ignorant of, findings of anthropol-  anthropological knowledge for goals and in

ogy that are relevant to making informed poli

ways that are ethically problematic. Govern

cies. The American Anthropological Association — ment policies and military operations have the

deems it of “paramount importance” that an

potential to bring harm to the people anthro

thropologists study the roots of terrorism and  pologists study. Social scientists object espe-
violence. How should such studies be conducted?  cially to the notion that Pentagon officials
This account describes a Pentagon program, should determine which projects are worthy of

Project Minerua, initiated late
in the (George W.,) Bush
administration, to enlist
social science exper-
tise to combat secu-
rity threats

funding. Rather, anthropologists favor a (peer
review) system in which panels of their profe

ssional peers (other social scientists) judge the
value and propriety of proposed research, in
cluding research that might help identify and
deter threats to national security.

Can you appreciate anthropology’s potential
value for national security? Read the Code of
Ethics of the American Anthropological Associa
tion at www.aaanet.org/committees/ethics/
ethcode.htm. In the context of that code, can you
also appreciate anthropologists® reluctance to en
dorse Project Minerva and its procedures?

Eager to embrace eggheads and Ideas, the

Pentagon has started an ambitious and un-

usual program to recruit social scientists

and direct the nation’s brainpower to com-

bating security threats like the Chinese

military, Iraq, terrorism and religious funda-
mentalism.

Defense  Secretary
Robert M. Gates has
compared the initiative—
named Minerva, after
the Roman goddess

and discovery, cultural advances have overcome
many “natural” limitations. We prevent and
cure diseases such as polio and smallpox that
felled our ancestors. We use Viagra to restore
and enhance sexual potency. Through cloning,
scientists have altered the way we think about
biological identity and the meaning of life itself
Culture, of course, has not freed us from natural
threats. Hurricanes, floods, earthquakes, and
other natural forces regularly challenge our

@ living anthropology VIDEOS

Buing Raised Canela, www.mhhe com/kottak

This clip focuses on Brazil's Canela Indians. One of the
key figures in the i is the boy Carampei, who was
four years old in 1975. Another is the “formal friend” of
a small boy whose finger has been burned and who has
been disciplined by his mother. The clip depicts

wishes to modify the through
building, development, and expansion. Can you
think of other ways in which nature strikes back
at people and their products?

Culture Is All-Encompassing
For anthropologists, culture includes much more
than i

and appreciation of the fine arts. Not only college
graduates but all people are “cultured.” The most
interesting and significant cultural forces are
those that affect people every day of their lives,
particularly those that influence children during
enculturation. Culture, as defined anthropologi-
cally, features that are

regarded as trivial or unworthy of serious study,
such as “popular” culture. To understand con-
temporary North American culture, we must con-
sider television, fast-food restaurants, sports, and
games. As a cultural manifestation, a rock star
may be as interesting as a symphony conductor, a
comic book as significant as a book-award win-
ner. (Describing the multiple ways in which an-
thropologists have studied the Ariaal of northern
Kenya, this chapter’s “Appreciating Anthropol-
ogy” demonstrates how anthropology, like cul-
ture, is all encompassing.)

‘among the Canela—various ways in which
children lear their culture. How does the footage of
Carampe show his learning of the rhythms of Canela
ife? The clip shows that children start doing useful work
at an early age, but that the playfulness and affection of
childhood are prolonged into adulthood. How does the
behavior of the formal friend illustrate this playfulness?
Notice how Canela culture s integrated in that songs,
dances, and tales are interwoven with subsistence
activity. From an emic perspactive, what is the function
of the hunters' dance? Think about how the clip shows
the formal and informal, the conscious and unconscious
aspects of enculturation.

Culture Is Integrated

Cultures are not haphazard collections of cus-
toms and beliefs. Cultures are integrated, pat-
terned systems. If one part of the system (e.g,,
the economy) changes, other parts change as
well. For example, during the 1950s, most Amer-
ican women planned domestic careers as home-
makers and mothers. Most of today’s college
women, by contrast, expect to get paid jobs
when they graduate

Cultures are integrated systems. When one behavior pattern changes, others also change. During the 1950s, most
American women expected to have careers as wives, mothers, and domestic managers. As more and more
women have entered the workforce, attitudes toward work and family have changed. On the left, Mom and kids
do the dishes in 1952. On the right (taken in January 2005), nuclear expert and deputy director of ISIS (Institute
for Science and International Security) Corey Hinderstein uses her office in Washington, D.C., to monitor nuclear
activities all over the globe. What do you imagine she will do when she gets home?
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Additional Readings

These suggestions for further reading guide students
toward more detailed and focused explorations of the
key topics introduced in the book.

CRITICAL THINKING

1. Whatis culture? How is it distinct from what this chapter describes as a biocultural approach? How do

these concepts help us understand the complex ways that human

adapt to their

2. What themes and interests unify the subdisciplines of anthropology? In your answer, refer to historical
reasans for the unity of anthropology. Are these historical reasons similar in all places where anthropol-

ogy developed as a discipline?
3. If, as Franz Boas i early on in A

nphyp-wuemammoupamuu
question! Anthropologists.

Ity not isolated, how can ethnog-

unity, society, or culture? Note: There is no easy answer to

mmhdﬂwﬂnuﬁqkﬁ!mmmuﬂm
4 mmmwmmmnymu@d public service role by recognizing

(1) academic

and (2) or applied
mmluszmhM’wmwmdmmmmhMmmt
problems.

events where an anthropologist could

help identify, assess, and solve contemporary social

5. In this chapter, we learn that anthropology is a science, although a very humanistic one. What do you
think this means? What role does hypothesis testing play in structuring anthropological research? What
is the difference between theories, laws, and hypotheses?

ponddy i
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Endicott, K. M., and R. Welsch
2009 Taking Sides: Clashing Views on Controversial
Issues in Anthropology, 4th ed. Guilford, CT:
McGraw-Hill/Dushkin. Thirty-eight anthro-
pologists offer opposing vlewpoinla on 19 po-
larizing issues,

Harris, M.

1989  Our Kind: Who We Are, Where We Came

From, Where We Are Going. New York: Harper-
Collins. Clearly written survey of the origins
of humans, culture, and major sociopolitical

Fagan, B. M.
2009 Archeology: A Brief Introduction, 10th ed.
Upper Saddle River, NJ: Prentice Hall. Intro-

Nash, D.
1999 A Little Anthropology, 3rd ed. Upper Saddle
River, NJ: Prentice Hall. Short introduction to

duction to theory, ieties and cultures, with devel-
and approaches, including field survey, excava- oping nations and modern America.
tion, and analysis of materials. Wolf, E. R.

Geertz, C.

1995 After the Fact: Two Countries, Four Decades,
One Anthropologist. Cambridge, MA: Harvard
University Press. A prominent cultural anthro-
pologist reflects on his work in Morocco and
Indonesia.

1982 Europe and the People without History.
Berkeley: University of California Press. Influ-
ential and award-winning study of the relation
between Europe and various nonindustrial
populations.

Go to our Online Learning Center website ot www.mhhe.com/kottak for Infernet
exercises directly related to the content of this chapter.

Suggested
Additional
Readings

Internet
Exercises




Highlights of the 14th Edition

CHAPTER 1

* New content on the cultural practice of
friendly hugging among high school stu-
dents in America

* New material on Dr. Stanley Ann Dunham
Soetoro’s work and philosophy, and her
influence on her son, Barack Obama

CHAPTER 2
» Updated coverage of the role of indi-
vidualism in American culture

CHAPTER 3

* Revised coverage of cultural anthropolo-
gists in a global community

« New material on Clyde Kluckhorn's
views on the public service role of
anthropology

* New content on anthropologists study-
ing terrorism

CHAPTER 4
e Revised discussion of culturally-
appropriate innovation

CHAPTER 5

* Revised coverage on the relationships
between language and culture

* New material on the demand for Web
content in local languages

CHAPTER 6
« Updated coverage of ethnicity as a shift-
ing, culturally-determined identity

= New content on the confusion between
race and ethnicity in the popular dis-
course, including a discussion of the
Sotomayer confirmation hearings and
controversy

* Expanded content on genotype and
phenotype in Brazil

CHAPTER 7

* Updated content on the conflict be-
tween work and family in American
culture

* New content on the impacts of defores-

tation and climate change on native
cultures

CHAPTER 8

* Expanded content on the various
levels of political control (local/tribal
vs. state/national) that many peoples
live under

¢ Expanded discussion of diwaniyas of
Kuwait

CHAPTER 9

e Updated discussion of gender equality
in America today

* Expanded discussion of gender roles
and the division of labor

= New content on women-only commuter
trains in major Indian cities

* Expanded discussion of gender
alternatives

CHAPTER 10

e Expanded discussion of the definition
of family in the contemporary United
States

CHAPTER 11
* Updated information on gay-marriage
laws in the U.S.

* Expanded discussion on dowries

CHAPTER 12

¢ Expanded content on baseball players
and magical thinking

* New material on the celebration of
Claude Lévi Strauss'’s 100th birthday,
and an assessment of his life’s work

CHAPTER 13

* Expanded discussion of the splintering
of U.S. mass media and U.S. culture

* Revised coverage of the departmental-
ization of art in western culture

* Updated discussion of class in American
and Brazilian mass media

CHAPTER 14
» Updated discussion of the globalization
of culture and commerce

CHAPTER 15

* Expanded coverage of the earth as a
global unit, rather than a compilation of
national units



Support for Students and Instructors

With the CourseSmart eTextbook version of this title, students
can save up to 50 percent off the cost of a print book, reduce
their impact on the environment, and access powerful Web tools
for learning. Faculty can also review and compare the full text
online without having to wait for a print desk copy. CourseSmart
is an online eTextbook, which means users need to be connected
to the Internet in order to access it. Students can also print sec-
tions of the book for maximum portability.

and activi anthropology Web

links, and other useful tools.

Designed specifically to comple-

ment the individual chapters of

the 14th edition text, the Kottak

Online Learning Center website

gives students access to mate-

rial such as the following:

* Video Library

» Appendix: “Ethics and
Anthropology”

¢ Appendix: “American Popular
Culture”

¢ An electronic version of the
in-text Anthropology Atlas

¢ Student Self-Quizzes

* Virtual Exploration Activities

* Interactive Exercises

= Chapter Outlines and
Objectives

» \ocabulary Flash Cards

* FAQs




The Instructor Online

Learning Center website

(www.mhhe.com/

kottakca14e) is a password-

protected, instructor-only site,

which includes the following

materials:

¢ Instructor’'s Manual

* PowerPoint Lecture Slides

* Computerized Test Bank

* Question Bank for the
Classroom Performance
System (CPS)

* |mage Bank

* Links to Professional
Resources

* Faces of Culture Video
Correlation Guide
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