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Dear Comrades,
Brothers and Sisters,
Dear Friends,

Today, all our people,” young and old,
are celebrating with great joy and grandeur
the glorious jubilee — the 25th anmiversary
of the liberation of the couniry from the
faseist occupationists and of the establishment
of the people’s power in Albania. Jointly with
us, this great festival is being celebrated
also by the patriotic Albanians abroad, as
well as by all the comrades-in-arms of the
Albanian people, by the many friends of new
Albania.

Allow me on this great festive day to
bring to you, as well as to all our patriotic
Albanian brothers wherever they are living,
greetings and best wishes, to thank all the
real friends of socialist Albania for their love,
support to and fraternal solidarity with our
country, on behalf of the Central Committee
of the Party, of the Presidium of the People’s
Assembly, of the Council of Ministers and
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of the General Council of the Democratic
Front of Albania,

‘Allow me likewise to warmly greet from
this rostrum our glorious working class, the
steel-like pillar. of the dictatorship of the
proletariat and the builders of socialism in
Albania, the laboring and patriotic peasantry,
our people’s intelligentsia, our heroic youth
and our wonderful mothers and sisters for
their gigantic work, their self-denial and
countless sacrifices, for the magnificent contri-
bution they have rendered to the building
of socialism. I wish you, comrades, a joyous
festival and much happiness in new Albania
which you have built with your blood and
sweat. Honor, prosperity and glory to our
dear socialist Homeland!

At these moments of special joy and
cheerfulness, when we are celebrating, free,
independent and sovereign, the glorious jubilee
of liberation, we remember and honor with
the deepest respect all the heroic men and
women partisans who shed their blood for
these happy days which we are living today,
all those who, in the glorious National-
liberation War and in the work for building
socialism, laid down their lives to cement the
firm foundations of new socialist Albania, To
them belongs the deep and everlasting gra-
titude of the entire Albanian people!

The roots of our . people have been
nurtured in this soil through the ages, but
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it is only in these 25 years of their free
socialist existence and of people’s power that
they have ever known happy days.

In 1912, fifty-seven years ago, the patriotic
Albanian people scored a great victory, the
proclamation of their independence which
crowned their protracted struggles through
the centuries against the occupationists, For
the first time since the days of Skanderbeg,
Albania emerged in the international arena
as an independent and sovereign state. We
recall today, with honor and respect, the
heroic struggle of the patriots of the period
of our national revival,.their spirit of self-
denial and their infinite love of country.

But the bourgeoisie and the feudals who
came to power went only half way and
betrayed the brilliant cause of the patriots
of the period of our national revival, Albania
remained in a state of poverty and igno-
rance and was sold off to the foreigners.

The National-liberation War, the people’s
Revolution, along with the expulsion and the
overthrowing of the exploiting classes, realized
the beautiful dream of the great patriots of
Albania; they made Albania really free and
independent; they embarked her on the road
to progress and well-being.

The National-liberation War was a real
people’s war which was waged by the people
and in the interest of the people. It ended with
our victory over the external and internal
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enemies, because, from the ranks of the people
and at the decisive moment, when their
existence and:their future were at stake, there
came into being the Communist Party of Alba-
nia, the revolutionary vanguard of the working
class, the reliable and wise leader of all the
working masses. The creation of the Party and
its emergence at the head of the people in
revolt and of their liberation struggle, marked a
radical turning-point in the historic destiny
of Albania. The Party gave the people a
clear programme of action and showed. them
the omly correct way to put it into practice.

It was under the leadership of the Party,
and in the legendary clash with the most
savage enemies of mankind — the Italian fas-
cists and the German nazis that the bravery
and heroism of the Albanian people, their
indomitable freedom-loving spirit, their great
hatred of the oppressors and enslavers, their
courage and determination to fight the enemies
.and win, defying all sacrifices, were manifested
with a force multiplied ten times over, and
were reaffirmed on a mew basis,

Taking a bird’s eye view of twenty five
years of ‘heroic work of our Party, we see
more clearly the glory of the National-libe-
ration War, and the historic significance of
the triumph of our jpeople’s revolution. They
laid the steel-like foundations of new socialist
Albania, they opened the bright epoch of
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socialism and communism to the Albanian
people,

Glory to the men and women partisans,
to the Albanian sons and daughters who, arms
in hand, fought over mountain and plain,
with unprecedented heroism, giving the people
freedom, independence, power, and opening
to them the road to socialism! ,

Our young socialist state, which grew from
the barrel of the partizan gun slammed and
locked the door forever to the imperialist
wolves and the anti-popular regimes. The
once long-suffering Albania, oppressed by the
beys and agas, a semi-colonial country and a
token taken to be traded among the great
powers, is today a free socialist, independent
and sovereign couniry, master of its own
destinies and invincible.

The historic aim of the proletariat, of the
working people, of their revolutionary repre-
sentatives — the communists, is to overthrow
in their own country any anti-popular oppre-
sive order, to abolish any sort of exploitation
of man by man, to build a new society in
which the working people will enjoy all their
rights and be masters of their own destinies,
and where everything will be in the interest
and in the service of the people, Our Party
and our people come to this great jubilee,
head erect and breast out, for they have
carried out with honor this glorious historic
mission.



The objective of proletarian revolutionaries
is to do everything in their power for the
triumph of the great cause of socialism, not
only in their own country, but also throughout
the world. Our Party and our people have
always held firm and raised ever higher
the banner of proletarian internationalism, the
banner of unreserved support for the revo-
Jutionary and liberation struggle in other
countries, the banner of inflexible struggle
against imperialism and modern revisionism.

The twentyfive years that have elapsed
since the day of liberation are a living testi-
mony to the life-giving illumination of Mar-
xism-Leninism, to the invihcible strength of
the socialist regime, they are a great affir-
mation of the correctness of the general line
of our Party, of the steel-like political unity
of the Albanian people, of their work and
determination to always march courageously
forward on the road opened to them by
people’s Revolution.

We are fully entitled to be proud of
the successes achieved and of the battles won
in all fields., Albania is no longer that back-
ward country of the wooden plough and thatched
roofed huts, of the pinetorch and kerosine
lamp, of illiteracy and malaria. Today new
socialist Albania is marching with giant strides
and with an irresistible revolutionary vigor
towards the complete building of socialist
society, We have an industry equipped with
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most modern machines, a developed socialist
agriculture, a very advanced and complete
aducational system. The former country of
poor shepherds, of exhausted peasants and of
the savage vendetta, has become today a
country of a developed culture and art whose
content may be envied even by those whoe
measure their civilization by centuries,

In their gigantic efforts, exerted all along
from the beginning of the National-liberation
War to this day, our people have had to
shed much blood and much sweat, they have
had to fight and work encircled by savage
and wily enemies, to keep the rifle always
ready beside the pick. Not only our enemies,
but also those who knew little about our
people -and our Party have frequently pre-
dicted and declared that people’s Albania
«would not last long-». Reality, however, has
completely disabused them all. Our people, un-
der the wise and farsighted leadership of the
Party, have successfully coped with all the
enemies, they have courageously overcome all
the difficulties, they have resolutely removed
all the obstacles

We come to the great jubilee of liberation
stronger than ever. The most advanced social
order — socialism — has been established in
Albania on firm foundations. We meet the
glorious 256th anniversary united to a man
around the Party of Labor and the People’s
Power. Our people, workers, peasants and
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p’eople’s intelligentsia, are celebrating the 25th .
anniversary of the triumph of revolution full
of revolutionary optimism, confident of a more
beautiful and happier future lying in store
for our socialist Homeland, deteriined to work
and fight with all their strength so that
socialist Albania may live and thrive through
centuries, so that the banner of freedom, the
banner of communism may always fly
proudly in our homeland,

29 November 1944 marks the great day of our
people’s true revival

Der Comrades!

The 29th of November 1944, the day
when our valiant partisans brought freedom
to our Homeland, marks the great day of
the real revival of our people, the boundary
where the old world ends and where the
new world, the brilliant epoch of socialism,
begins.

The road which we have traversed during
these 25 years has been one of continuous
struggle in the most diverse fields and forms
for the building of socialist Albania, for the
complete triumph of the new world over the
old world and its r'emnants. On this road we
have had to fight against the class enemies,
against numerous obstacles and difficulties, we
have had to fight against the imperialist ene-
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mies and the sham friends -—— the Titoite and
Khrushchevite revisionists, against their detes-
table sabotage * and blockades. But just as
during the National-liberation War, so also in
the struggle to build socialism, our people,
endowed with a lofty spirit of sacrifice and
heroism, with an iron will and exemplary
courage, and wisely led by the Party, have
always emerged successful and have achieved
one victory after amother,

Following the liberation of our country
and the establishment of our people’s power,
our people and our Party were faced with
great and complicated historic tasks on whose
solution depended the future of the country
and the fate of socialism in Albania.

The entire old feudal-bourgeois structure
and super-structure had to be overthrown,
the relations of small scale production of
commodities had to be radically transformed,
and we had to pass over to the system of
scientific socialism in the city and the country-
side, in economy and culture. But it was
necessary to radically transform also, the inner
world of men and women, to endow them
with the Marxist-Leninist world outlook, with
socialist ideology, with communist morality.
It was indispensable and urgent, likewise, to
rebuild the war-ravaged country and to over-
come at the most rapid rates the centuries
long economic and cultural backwardness inhe-
rited from the past.
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Our Party relied on the teachings of Lenin
and Stalin, on the valuable experience of
socialist construction, in the Soviet Union, but
it could not copy this experience amd carry
it out in practice in a mechanical way. This
experience and the Marxist-Leninist princi-
ples had to be implemented in a creative
manner on our specific territory with its
historic, geographic, economic, class, political, '
ideological and other peculiarities. The diffi-
culties and dangers were great. One could break
his neck at every turn, at every fundamental
decision which determined the strategic di-
rection, as well as in the tactical stand
towards the implementation of these decisions,

To its honor and glory our Party, however,
correctly solved both the strategic and the
tactical tasks.

Within a very short time, the aftermath
of war was liquidated, and the energies of
the working class and of all the working masses
were concentrated on the vital battle for the
vigorous development of the forces of pro-
duction, for the uplift and rapid progress of
the whole economy. In this direction the Party
followed, consistently and with unshakable
determination, the course of socialist indus-
trialization, of giving priority to industry in
the development of our young socialist eco-
nomy, considering it as a decisive factor of
the country’s development in all fields.

The socialist industrialization of the coun-
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try started in the early years at slow rates
and developed with a persistent struggle on
the part of the Party, of the working class,
and of the whole people overcoming many
difficulties and obstacles, This had its own
reasons. We inherited almost no industry
whatever, while even that little which existed
was gravely damaged by the war. The Yugo-
slav pseudo-allies, far from helping, sabotaged
our country’s industrial development by all
manner of means. The Soviet aid, in the
direction of industrialization, came after some
delay and, at the beginning, it was limited,
due to the difficult situation created in the
Soviet Union as a result of the terrible war
devastation. Later, this aid increased, but with
the advent to power of the Khrushchevite
revisionists it began to slow down and to be
sabotaged until it was cut off and replaced
with a hostile blockade.

But our Party, our working class and all
our people with a courageous struggle, heedless
of difficulties and sacrifices, marched coura-
geously ahead. They were not deceived by the
idle talk of the Khrushchevite revisionists
about the so-called «international socialist
division of labor», «specialization and coope-
ration of production among socialist countries»,
ete., the objective of which is the economic and
political subjugation of other countries and
aiming at making our country an agrarian
appendage to their own. Our Party and our
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people unwaveringly continued the correct road
of socialist industrialization which was not
long in yielding brilliant results that have
completely changed the face of our Homeland.

.From a backward agricultural country,
Albania. has been transformed mow into an
advanced agricultural-industrial one. In 1938
industrial production accounted for only 8
per cent of the total industrial-agricultural
production, whereas in the year 1968 it rea-
ched 61.5 per cent. At present, the production
of the «Mao Tsetung» textile combine in
Berat alone, is. larger than the production of
the whole of the country’s industry in 1938.

All over Albania there have been set up
hundreds of big works of heavy and light,
extraction and processing industries, Today
the chimneys of the factories and plants are
seen in all our cities, oid and young, which
have been turned into important industrial
centers. Formerly the city of Fier counted
4.800 inhabitants. Its population engaged only
in trade, in handicrafts and in agriculture.
Today Fieri has become one of the country’s
largest industrial centers. Erected there are
a nitrate fertilizers plant, an oil refinery, a
heat-power station with a capacity of about
100.000 kilowatts, a cotton ginning factory, a
brick works, etc, In the city of Fieri, which
has been expanded and filled with beautiful
buildings, there are employed today over 7.500
workers. The same can be said also of Lush-
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nja, Kavaja, Berat, Kukés or Gjirokastrs,
without speaking of such cities as Tirana,
Shkodra, Durrés, Korca, Vlora, ete,

The country’s socialist industrialization
has brought about mnot only quantitative
changes. It has brought about also great qua-
litative changes., The priority development of
the branches serving for the production of
the means of production, which in 1868 accoun-
ted for 55,5 per cent of the total industrial
output, has ensured an ever more efficient
exploitation of our natural resources, it has
led towards the comsolidation of the country’s
economic independence and has ensured ever
more favorable conditions for the rapid deve-
lopment of our economy. While in the past
our country’s industry was mainly represented
by some small and primitive factories
of the light and food industries, by
handicraft and an occasional small mine, now
there have beeh created new and modern
branches such as the oil, chromium or iron-
nickel industries, the chemical, machine-
building and power industries, the building
materials industry, etec., which are growing
rapidly and constitute a sound basis for the
creation and development of new branches
of industry under the coming five-year plans.

Big works, equipped 'with a modern
technology, such as the nitrate and super-
phospate fertilizer plants, the machinery plants,
that of tractor spare parts, the textile combines,

15



