mmendations
erts at Frommers

with tips and reco

from the exper
6th Edition

Liz Albertson




Ireland

FOR

DUMMIES

©OTH EDITION

s ad by s I‘T
by i Mbycten | 171

7'7& :ll:»" =

\dJ_/
WILEY

Wiley Publishing, Inc.



Ireland For Dummies®, 6th Edition

Published by

Wiley Publishing, Inc.
111 River St.

Hoboken, NJ 07030-5774
www.wiley.com

Copyright © 2011 by Wiley Publishing, Inc., Indianapolis, Indiana
Published simultaneously in Canada

No part of this publication may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval system, or transmitted in any form or
by any means, electronic, mechanical, photocopying, recording, scanning, or otherwise, except as permit-
ted under Sections 107 or 108 of the 1976 United States Copyright Act, without either the prior written
permission of the Publisher, or authorization through payment of the appropriate per-copy fee to the
Copyright Clearance Center, 222 Rosewood Drive, Danvers, MA 01923, 978-750-8400, fax 978-646-8600.
Requests to the Publisher for permission should be addressed to the Permissions Department, John
Wiley & Sons, Inc., 111 River Street, Hoboken, NJ 07030, 201-748-6011, fax 201-748-6008, or online at http://
www.wiley.com/go/permissions.

Trademarks: Wiley, the Wiley Publishing logo, For Dummies, the Dummies Man logo, A Reference for the
Rest of Us!, The Dummies Way, Dummies Daily, The Fun and Easy Way, Dummies.com and related trade
dress are trademarks or registered trademarks of John Wiley & Sons, Inc., and/or its affiliates in the
United States and other countries, and may not be used without written permission. Frommer’s is a trade-
mark or registered trademark of Arthur Frommer. Used under license. All other trademarks are the prop-
erty of their respective owners. Wiley Publishing, Inc., is not associated with any product or vendor
mentioned in this book.

LIMIT 1 F : THE PUBLISHER AND THE AUTHOR MAKE NO
REPRESENTATIONS OR WARRANTIES WITH RESPECT TO THE ACCURACY OR COMPLETENESS OF

THE CONTENTS OF THIS WORK AND SPECIFICALLY DISCLAIM ALL WARRANTIES, INCLUDING WITH-
OUT LIMITATION WARRANTIES OF FITNESS FOR A PARTICULAR PURPOSE. NO WARRANTY MAY
BE CREATED OR EXTENDED BY SALES OR PROMOTIONAL MATERIALS. THE ADVICE AND STRATE-
GIES CONTAINED HEREIN MAY NOT BE SUITABLE FOR EVERY SITUATION. THIS WORK IS SOLD
WITH THE UNDERSTANDING THAT THE PUBLISHER IS NOT ENGAGED IN RENDERING LEGAL,
ACCOUNTING, OR OTHER PROFESSIONAL SERVICES. IF PROFESSIONAL ASSISTANCE IS REQUIRED,
THE SERVICES OF A COMPETENT PROFESSIONAL PERSON SHOULD BE SOUGHT. NEITHER THE
PUBLISHER NOR THE AUTHOR SHALL BE LIABLE FOR DAMAGES ARISING HEREFROM. THE FACT
THAT AN ORGANIZATION OR WEBSITE IS REFERRED TO IN THIS WORK AS A CITATION AND/OR A
POTENTIAL SOURCE OF FURTHER INFORMATION DOES NOT MEAN THAT THE AUTHOR OR THE
PUBLISHER ENDORSES THE INFORMATION THE ORGANIZATION OR WEB SITE MAY PROVIDE OR
RECOMMENDATIONS IT MAY MAKE. FURTHER, READERS SHOULD BE AWARE THAT INTERNET WEB
SITES LISTED IN THIS WORK MAY HAVE CHANGED OR DISAPPEARED BETWEEN WHEN THIS WORK
WAS WRITTEN AND WHEN IT IS READ. PLEASE BE ADVISED THAT TRAVEL INFORMATION IS SUB-
JECT TO CHANGE AT ANY TIME AND THIS IS ESPECIALLY TRUE OF PRICES. WE THEREFORE SUG-
GEST THAT READERS WRITE OR CALL AHEAD FOR CONFIRMATION WHEN MAKING TRAVEL PLANS.
THE AUTHOR AND THE PUBLISHER CANNOT BE HELD RESPONSIBLE FOR THE EXPERIENCES OF
READERS WHILE TRAVELING.

For general information on our other products and services, please contact our Customer Care
Department within the U.S. at 877-762-2974, outside the U.S. at 317-572-3993, or fax 317-572-4002.

For technical support, please visit www.wiley.com/techsupport.

Wiley also publishes its books in a variety of electronic formats. Some content that appears in print may
not be available in electronic books.

ISBN: 978-0-470-88872-8 (paper)
Manufactured in the United States of America
10987654321

@

WILEY




Get More and Do More at Dummies.come

Start with FREE Cheat Sheets

c\"‘. ‘ Cheat Sheets include
\we :
9 * Checklists
« Charts
« Common Instructions
» And Other Good Stuff!
To access the Cheat Sheet created specifically for this book, go to
www.dummies.com/cheatsheet/ireland

Get Smart at Dummies.com

Dummies.com makes your life easier with 1,000s
of answers on everything from removing 3?

. . 4 Y
wallpaper to using the latest version ¥ iy
of Windows. s ‘
Check out our

*Videos

* lllustrated Articles
« Step-by-Step Instructions

Plus, each month you can win valuable prizes
by entering our Dummies.com sweepstakes. *

Want a weekly dose of Dummies?
Sign up for Newsletters on

+ Digital Photography

* Microsoft Windows & Office

« Personal Finance & Investing

* Health & Wellness

» Computing, iPods & Cell Phones

- eBay

* Internet

* Food, Home & Garden

Find out“HOW” at Dummies.com

*Sweepstakes not currently available in all countries; visit Dummies.com for official rules.



About the Author

Liz Albertson worked as an editor for Frommer’s Travel Guides for four
years before making the leap to the other side of the computer as the
author of Ireland For Dummies. When she isn’t researching and writing,
Liz spends much of her time in Ireland sitting in on traditional music ses-
sions, fiddle in hand. During the school year, Liz teaches middle school
Science and English in New York City, where she lives with her husband,
Hugh, and her adopted African cichlid fish, Rocky. Liz welcomes feed-
back and suggestions for the next edition of the book at ejalbertson@
yahoo.com



Dedication

Dedicated to my Beloved Bunchukks.

Author’s Acknowledgments

I raise endless pints to Christine Ryan, my amazing and patient editor,
and to my favorite travel companions in the world: my husband, my
mom, and my dad.



Publisher’s Acknowledgments

We're proud of this book; please send us your comments through our Dummies
online registration form located at www.dummies.com/register/.

Some of the people who helped bring this book to market include the following:

Editorial Composition Services
Editors: Christine Ryan, Project Coordinator: Patrick Redmond
Eric T. Schroeder Layout and Graphics: Claudia Bell,
Copy Editor: Elizabeth Kuball Jennifer Henry, Heather Pope,
Cartographer: Guy Ruggiero Lavonne Roberts, Julie Trippetti
Editorial Assistant: Andrea Kahn ngﬁeage;{ Laura Albert,
Senior Photo Editor: Richard Fox ara L. Buitron
Indexer: Estalita Slivoskey
Cover Photos:

Front: ©The Irish Image Collection /
SuperStock, Inc. Back: ©Steve
Vidler / SuperStock, Inc.

Cartoons: Rich Tennant (www.the5th
wave . com)

Publishing and Editorial for Consumer Dummies

Diane Graves Steele, Vice President and Publisher, Consumer Dummies

Kristin Ferguson-Wagstaffe, Product Development Director, Consumer
Dummies

Kelly Regan, Editorial Director, Travel
Publishing for Technology Dummies

Andy Cummings, Vice President and Publisher, Dummies Technology/
General User

Composition Services
Gerry Fahey, Vice President of Production Services
Debbie Stailey, Director of Composition Services



Contents at a Glance

Introduction..............ccecueeeeeeeeeeeinaeannaeaieesnaannes |
Part I: Introducing Ireland...................ccceueeeueee T

Chapter 1: Discovering the Best of Ireland .............cccoeerviunnenne. 9
Chapter 2: Digging Deeper into Ireland ...........c.cccccoeveveerneceennnns 20
Chapter 3: Deciding When and Where to Go..........ccccoeerueereennene. 37
Chapter 4: Following an Itinerary: Four Great Options.............. 45
Part II: Planning Your Trip to Ireland ................ 53
Chapter 5: Managing Your MONEY..........ccccoceeevurierererisreensessennenes 55
Chapter 6: Getting to Ireland ..........c.ccoceiveeeeverccicccceceeeee 63
Chapter 7: Getting Around Ireland..........cccocovveivririnienrenesinennes 68
Chapter 8: Booking Your Accommodations ............coecceuveenuenneen 76
Chapter 9: Catering to Special Travel Needs and Interests........ 83
Chapter 10: Taking Care of the Remaining Details..............c...... 91
Part I11: Dublin and the East Coast.................... 99
Chapter 11: DUblin c..cc.oviiiiicic e 101
Chapter 12: Easy Trips North of Dublin: Counties Meath
5 107a ] ) 1 [ § B e N T P Do 168
Chapter 13: Easy Trips South of Dublin: Counties Wicklow
and Kildare ..........ooooiiiiiieceeee e 179
Chapter 14: The Southeast: Counties Wexford, Waterford,
Tipperary, and KilKenny ..........ccccoeveveeceeieeicieceereeeeee e 198
Part 1V: Counties Cork and Kervy.....................235
Chapter 15: County COork......ccoovueireinieerecieeierieieeeeeeeeesenae e 237
Chapter 16: County Kerry ..asamsmmisimissssiosssssrisissssassisons 271
Part U: The West and the Northwest................. 307
Chapter 17: Counties Limerick and Clare.............ccccceeverereiernans 309
Chapter 18: County Galway: Galway City, the Aran Islands,
and CONNEMATA......ccevueuiieierreeierie ettt ese e eeeeenean 338
Chapter 19: Counties Mayo and Sligo........ccccevvvrevereeeeveereererenenne 370

Chapter 20: County Donegal ..........ccoccoucsiiiuensinsnssisssssosssasassnssnses 390



Part Ul: The West and the Northwest............... 401

Chapter 21: Counties Derry, Fermanagh, and Tyrone.............. 403
Chapter 22: Belfast and County Antrim..........cccovveererenrenenireenes 418
Chapter 23: County DOWI .....c.cccoeieireieieieesiecee e 439

Part UVll: The Part of Tenis .........ccceeeeeeeccneseenee. BGT

Chapter 24: Top Ten Traditional Irish Dishes and Drinks....... 449
Chapter 25: The Top Ten Items to Buy in Ireland

Appendix: Quick Concierge ...............cccccuueenee. 553
Index.........ceeaeeeeeeaieeaieeinennnaneanennenneesneaneeneens 858



Maps at a Glance

IFEland......ooveie ettt
Suggested Itineraries...........cccocevevrerrercnieenens

Irish Rail ROGLES..ccosisiesmsnesmepasnessssmssnsisuunsinssins

Dublin Accommodations and Dining
Temple Bar ...
Dublin Attractions....
Attractions around County Dublin.................
Dublin ShOPPING ussmsssissssssmmsismsssmnsismusmsasssss
Dublin Nightlife ..o
Counties Meath and Louth.........coccoeiinnnnee.
Counties Wicklow and Kildare............cccco.......
The Southeast
Wesxford Town
Waterford City
Kilkenny City ..........
County Cork.......
Cork City.............

THALEE ...ttt e e s e e re e eaae s s e s e e esa e s e e s naensaeennaenneans
Dingle TOWN ....oooiiiiiiiiieeee e
Counties Limerick and Clare

Counties Mayo and Sligo ....
Sligo TOWD ...ccueviviiiiiicinnee
County Donegal........ccccceevirvienieeciininiceeesene

Counties Derry, Fermanagh, and Tyrone ...........ccoccoevieniincvencnenns 405
Derry/Londonderry City
County Antrim........ccccevecrecicicnnnn.

Belfast ......ccoceeiiiiniciiicceceen

COUNLY DOWIL. ..ttt




Table of Contents

INErOAUCEION. ......eeeeeeeeeeeaaeeeeeeeenenneeeeeeeeaeasannnnnnnes |

ADbOUL This BOOK :i:isseisssissiusisssinsissasssisssvessssssiassessssavanisais 1
Conventions Used in This BOOK......c..cccceveviivinieviiecniiiineens 1
Foolish ASSUMPLIONS .......ccoviiiiriiciecereceece e 2

How This Book Is Organized ..........cccoovvvvenenncncnincneiens 3
Part I: Introducing Ireland ............cccccooioinncininncnnnncns 3
Part II: Planning Your Trip to Ireland.........ccccccceunce 3

Part III: Dublin and the East Coast........c.cccceveveerveenen. 3

Part IV: Counties Cork and Kerry ..........cccceuvvceenencns 4

Part V: The West and the Northwest................c......... 4

Part VI: Northern Ireland

Part VII: The Part of Tens..........ccoeeeveeieeceereiecrecceeenen. 4
Icons Used in This BOOK.........ccccoueeveievericceiecieecicieee e 5
Where to Go from Here............oooeeeveeveeeceeeeecrecieeeeeeeeieens 5

Part I: Introducing Ireland..................ccoceueeeueee 7

Chapter 1: Discovering the Best of Ireland.................... 9
The Best Travel EXperiences..........ccoceeevvieeinenneniieniesenne 9
The Best Luxury Lodgings ........cccoceeevieveeinienereniiiiseisceenen 13
The Best Moderately Priced Accommodations ................ 14
The Best Restaurants
The Best Castles.......ccoeereerieeneeeseeieereeescee e
The Best Ruins and Archeological Sites ............ccccevrvunene. 17
The Best Scenic Drives
The Best PUDS.......coviiiiiiieeccceccscceee e

Chapter 2: Digging Deeper into Ireland........................ 20
History 101: The Main Events.........ccoccovicnneinciiiincccnnne 20

Invaders welCome........c..uiissinisenssissosissssssissnessssvesans 20
Rebels With 8:CallSe .. iuusssavssesssassssnsssassssnvssassossnssoss 21
Who'’s Who in Irish Mythology ........ccccceeuieiviiiniiiiiiiiienns 24
Who's Who in Irish Literature........c.coocecevvvininiinceicecens 25
Word to the Wise: The Local Lingo ......c.cccoccvviviiicnniinuniene 26
Learning the Bg0:.xusssmsmmasssisisssnissisosssssnses 27
Avoiding misunderstandings .........c.c.cccoocviiiiiniiinnns 28
Taste of Ireland: Irish Cuisine and Dining...........cccccceuueee. 28

Minding your manners: Irish meal
times and dining customs...........cccccovviiiiniiniinnnn 29

Deciphering the menu...........cccooeveiicinceicniieces 29



Xi ¢ Ireland For Dummies, 6th Edition

Living the Pub Life ...cusassmansmmmmmmmimmsmsimmismsisasss 30
Paying attention to pub etiquette.........c.c.cccevueuenenee. 31
Savoring the black stuff: Guinness ..........c.cccceeeeenee 32

Sampling other Irish brews
Sipping some Irish whiskey

Sampling poteen ............ccccuue...
Appreciating Irish MUsicC........ccccooviiiininiiiccicce
Background Check: Recommended
Books and MOVIes ..........cccceivieiiniiiiicicicicceceeens 34
FICH O o commmmumssssmssasmessamsersssmimemssvsssommsssessssvessammases 34
Autobiography .......cccceevieeiiiieieiceeeee e 34
POBLIY .o 35
History and politics .........ccceoieiiniiiiiiiiicicens 36
IMOVICS sissssisssmsamsussssnssnsimmssasvsssvssssmasssvass sidosnsasssesaing 36
Chapter 3: Deciding When and Where to Go .............. 37
Going Everywhere You Want to Be........cccccoviviiincnnenne 37
Experiencing the vibrant Dublin area....................... 37
Touring the southeastern counties.........c..ccccccoeueeee 37
Swinging by the southern and southwestern
COMNEES .isarsmniisssnsmissssssmsammssspsssnspisssssassssssisnasssisions 38
Wandering the western counties..........cccocccvecnnnnene 38
Rambling through Northern Ireland......................... 38
Scheduling Your TINe .iwmismsasssmmmmmsmimiassmsaenss 38
Revealing the Secrets of the Seasons.........c..cccceceveeiinene 39
SUMMET ..o 39
Fall oo 39
WD .o acasissismsssmssisssnssmsasaovavasnss svismssvamssnsmsssanssssrassss 40
SPHNE ossunisvmsimmmmsisigsssssesioriosstsiesgosessiiamsmsisian 40
Walking on Sunshine and Singing in the Rain:
Ireland’s ClIMAte .........coueueeereerireieeee e 40
Perusing a Calendar of Festivals and Events..................... 41
March
T 0] 1 |
May....cccooeuen
June ...............
L
AUGUSE 1 uusvavisasonsnessensopanssssisnsssasaseossosssisresssspsanspsssoisssd 43
September........c.cciiiiiiiee e 43
OCEODET ..ottt 44
November ..usrisaisssmamsrmmmrnsicmiimmiss 44

DECOIMDET .. coossusesssonssisussisssnnsserssssssissesssissssssssrsnissiossss 44



Table of Contents  X°¢/

Chapter 4: Following an Itinerary:

Four Great Opiong ceamamummmamsssesasmomsd 45
Seeing Ireland’s Highlights in One Week:
The Whirlwind Tour
DAY 1 DUDBIIL c..cosmsvnsesssssssssmasnusssonasisssasisssn
Day 2: Dublin to Kinsale........cccccccceeveeennene
Day 3: Kinsale to Killarney..........cc.ccccu.....
Day 4: Killarney to Dingle...........cccccooeunuene.
Day 5: Dingle Peninsula to Galway City....
Day 6: Galway City to Connemara ..........cccoeoureerunnene
Day 7: Connemara to Shannon..........cccccecevevueeenenens
Seeing Ireland’s Highlights in One Week:
The Relaxed Tour::wuisssssmsmsisnssiasivssmsissimessd 46
Touring the Best of Ireland in Two Weeks..........ccccceveunene 48
Days 1 and 2: Dublin
Day 3: Dublin to Wexford or Waterford.................... 48
Day 4: Wexford/Waterford to County Cork............. 49
Days 5 and 6: County Cork to the Ring of Kerry .....49
Days 7 and 8: The Ring of Kerry to the Dingle
Peninsula........ccccoiiiiininiiiiccceeccns 49
Day 9: The Dingle Peninsula to County Clare.......... 49
Day 10: County Clare to Galway City.......c.coceveurucncnn 49
Days 11 and 12: Galway City to Connemara............ 49
Day 13: Connemara to Belfast ..........ccccooeevueveeirneenene 50
Day 14: Belfast to Dublin...........cccccoeeeeevereeceeicenene 50
Discovering Ireland with Kids .......c..cococnenieieneninnncienennennen 50
Day 1: DUDbIN sussesssmsmssmmmsmsssmssnssssssssemimssssnsss 50
Day 2: Dublin to Cork City ......cccoeeevnevennreccriicinnces 50
Day 3: Cork City to Killarney ........ccccecceueervreenencnes 50
Day4: Killarney . .caismssaamisisssnasssmomniioses 50
Days 5 and 6: Killarney to Dingle Town.................... 51
Day 7: Dingle Town to Adare.........ccocecevevecnnninnnnen 51
Part 1I: Planning Your Trip to Ireland................53
Chapter 5: Managing Your Money..........ccccoconeenuncnrennns 55
Planning Your Budget..........ccccocovmeiinninncirncceseenes 55
Cutting Costs — But Not the Fun.........ccccoeevieceiiniiiieenne 57
Making Sense of the Currency in Ireland ..........cccccccevenneenee 59
Handling Money

Using ATMs and carrying cash .......ccccoceeevniniencnnne

Charging ahead with credit cards

Exchanging moneyY. .. usississisanssissssossssssssassss
Taking Taxes into Account ..........ccccevureeereeccrenerennnes
Dealing with a Lost or Stolen Wallet.........ccccceveinininennns



X[ Ireland For Dummies, 6th Edition

Chapter 6: Getting to Ireland .... 63
Flying to Ireland ..o 63
Picking an arrival airport.........c.ccccceeevincnnicneiecnenne 63

Finding out which airlines fly to Ireland................... 64
Getting the Best Deal on Your Airfare..........cccoceccininnnnne 64
Joining an Escorted Group Tour.........ccccccovveeecinencecnnn. 65

Choosing an Independent Package Tour ........c.ccccccevvirnenene 66
Chapter 7: Getting Around Ireland............ccccoouesvunnnnnas 68
Seeing Ireland by Car.........cccceveivieneiiinineseeeeceeeeeeereene 68
Booking a rental car ........c.cccoveeinnieninnicneeene 68
Getting the scoop on driver’s licenses and

INSUTANCE isivisiivisissssassnssmsnssmssnissssssisssssisveivinesis 71
Figuring out the rules of the road..........ccccccccevueninen 71
Understanding parking rules and regulations ........ 73

Traveling by BUS ......cccoivuiiieeiiccecececeeee e

Getting to know the major bus companies....
Taking a. DUis ROUE ..vssssssosssssssisssissssasisssssissosassasisasvosssssn
Riding the Rails .......cccoiiiiiniiieeececeeeene

Chapter 8: Booking Your Accommodations.................

Knowing Your Options.........cccccceueeeeeeeeeeeseeeereeeeeeneeenenne
(075701173 (0) o 110] () L TSRTEEu—————
Choosing B&Bs or guesthouses...................
Enjoying self-catering accommodations
Staying at a hostel.........c.cccoevevniiciinccine
Seeking out alternatives

Figuring Out Accommodations Prices...............

Finding the Best Room Rate .........ccccoovenineeinniecccieinnn

Chapter 9: Catering to Special Travel Needs and
Interests.... SRS 83

Traveling with the Brood: Advice for Families.................. 83
Making Age Work for You: Advice for Seniors .................. 84
Accessing Ireland: Advice for
Travelers with Disabilities ............cccooevnievceninneniseecnnes 84
Studying Up on Ireland: Advice for Students .................... 85
Following the Rainbow: Advice
for GLBT Travelers.........c.coovmeieineeieieesieieseeeeeenens 86
Exploring Your Special Interests.........cccccoceveceeeiieicncneenene 86
Doing genealogy research ..........ccccocevvncrininiccrennns 86
Rambling your way around Ireland by foot............. 87
Teeing off on the greenest greens ...........cccccovvuennne 88
Bicycling around Ireland...........cccccovveevincininrnicennns 88




Table of Contents X(/i i

Fishing Ireland’s Waters..........cccoveesuesacsusaseessasaissesns 88
Cruising around Ireland and surfing the
IriSh Waves ..o 89
Horseback riding..........ccccviniininiinineiinenieneeineene 89
SPECtator SPOTES .cisicrusssaisisimsissusrasnorsonssnssssamsississnssisas 89
Chapter 10: Taking Care of the Remaining Details ....91
Getting @ PasspoOrt.......ccccoeeeeeiieeecieeeecieeeeseeere e

Playing It Safe with Travel and Medical Insurance
Figuring out trip-cancellation insurance..................
Considering medical insurance .............c......

Staying Healthy When You Travel..........cccccovveuenene

Calling the Folks Back Home
Using a cellphone in Ireland..........cccccoueenen.
Using a U.S. calling card.........ccccoeeverenuereevennens
Using an Irish calling card
Using Skype or Google Voice.........ccccvererereerecnrrenenn

Accessing the Internet Away from Home..............ccccuu.ee.
With your own computer
Without your own computer..........cococecevvcerecreneneennns

Sending and Receiving Snail Mail in

the Republic and Northern Ireland..........cccccccuvueirinnnnnnd 96

Figuring Out Electricity in Ireland..........cccoooviiniennninnnne. 97

Keeping Up with Airline Security..........cccceeveevneveneeenenne. 97

Part 111: Dublin and the East Coast..................99

By car
Orienting Yourself in Dublin
Introducing the neighborhoods...........cccccecvuennnne
Finding information after you arrive
Getting Around Dublin



XUl Ireland For Dummies, 6th Edition

Spending the Night in Dublin.........cccocooiviiniiiiiininene
Dublin’s top accommodations
Runner-up:hotels ....u.vssssisssmessivassmsnssssssssess
Dining/ifn DUDIR..oosmesasmsmmsmsssmmmamssasssmmmsis
Great lunch options..........ccccceevvcinieneenieneeecreeee
Dublin’s top restaurants
Exploring DUbKD . sussissssisississssisssssessasnsssssss
Thetop attractionS.....cesssessssesisssonsssasissessassssasrinns
More cool things to see and do .......ccccecceveucucnneee. 139
Seeing Dublin by guided tour..........cccccevevinuinnncnnn. 146
Green on green: Dublin’s top golfing spots........... 150
Attractions a little out of town.........cccceuvviniiinnnnns 150
Suggested one-, two-, and three-day
sightseeing itineraries..........c.ccccooveiiciinicnnnnns 152
Shopping in DUbLin ... 153
Locating the best shopping areas ...........ccccccoeucee. 153
Finding Ireland’s best wares............cccevvenrcninnenee 156
Hitting the Pubs and Enjoying Dublin’s Nightlife............ 159
Hitting the pubs ......cccoooeiiiiieee e 162
Enjoying the MuSiC ....cisiiscissesssssmsassscsnsssisissssasissss 164
Checking out Dublin’s excellent theater scene.....165
Going to the movies
Fast Facts: DUDLiN.......cccccoccviiiiiniiciiiiiciccnecnine
Chapter 12: Easy Trips North of Dublin: Counties
Meath and Louth.. 168
Getting to and around Meath and Louth ........................ 169
Spending the Night in Meath and Louth ..........cccceceeneien. 170
Dining Locally in Meath and Louth.........cccccconiiniiinnnee. 171
Exploring Meath and Louth: The Top Attractions.......... 173
Other Cool Things to See and Do.........cccceeeeenievinnccnnn. 175
SROPPING ..ottt s n e esaas 177
Hitting the Pubs..cuusussnssssimssissisisississississsanssissississson 177
Fast Facts: Counties Meath and Louth..........ccccncunnnne. 178
Chapter 13: Easy Trips South of Dublin: Counties
Wicklow and Kildare........... - 179
County WICKIOW .ccsesssisssssismsssissoniussasssusssnssasapasosensonassosian 179
Getting to and around County Wicklow................. 180
Spending the night in County Wicklow.................. 180
Dining locally in County Wicklow........c..ccccceuunne 183
Exploring County Wicklow .........ccccvevenievineeinnenne. 185
Shopping in County Wicklow .........ccccccvveccniiiennnene. 191

Hitting the pubs ....cc.ccoviiiiiee e 191



Table of Contents Xix

Fast Facts: County WicklOW.........cccovvinuennniniccniniiniinnnns 192
CotntyKildate. ....cummvmpmsmamumassmsusmsmmssipyi 192
Getting to and around County Kildare................... 193
Spending the night in County Kildare..................... 193
Dining locally in County Kildare
Exploring County Kildare.................
Hitting the pubs ......ccccccecieviniiienns
Fast Facts: County Kildare............c.ccccuuue...
Chapter 14: The Southeast: Counties Wexford,
Waterford, Tipperary, and Kilkenny ....................... 198
County Wexford ........coceceeinnincninicinccnciciccncccsecnnes 199
Getting to and around County Wexford................. 199
Spending the night in County Wexford.................. 202
Dining locally in County Wexford..........cccceeuvuenee 204
Exploring County Wexford ........c.ccccouevncinincccncnne 205
Shopping in County Wexford .........ccccevcniicenicnnnee 210
Hitting the pubs in County Wexford.............ccc..... 210
Fast Facts: County Wexford..........cccocovvenrivnniinecncnnnnnns 211
Visiting County Waterford and Waterford City............... 211
Getting to and around Waterford City ................... 211
Spending the night in County Waterford............... 212
Dining locally in County Waterford.............cceeuue. 214
Exploring County Waterford:
The top attractions..........ccocceceeeeeniencenencneeicnnens
Shopping in Waterford City..........
Nightlife in County Waterford
Hitting the pubs in County Waterford.................... 219
Fast Facts: County Waterford..........cccccoveinnvnriccinnnnnne. 220

Roaming in County Tipperary .........cccoeccreeeieersceveenenen 220
Getting to and around County Tipperary.............. 220
Spending the night in County Tipperary ............... 220
Dining locally in County Tipperary .......c.cccceeueuuee 221
Exploring County Tipperary:

The top attractions......c..ccccvvnevencniiienieiinennnne 222
Shopping in County Tipperary........c.cccecerurenennnan 224

Fast Facts: County TiPPerary ........ccussscsesncerserecsssasacsananse

County Kilkenny.........ccccceveververuerennenen
Getting to County Kilkenny
Spending the night in County Kilkenny.................. 226
Dining locally in County Kilkenny
Exploring County Kilkenny..........cccoccevvvvircicnnnnnnne
Shopping in County Kilkenny...........cccocervceenrereene.
Hitting the pubs in County Kilkenny

Fast Facts: County Kilkenny ..........ccecssiesesassossssonsssssssessaces




