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Preface

This study analyses the policy of six Western countries towards international
tax avoidance within a framework that accommodates the standpoint and
interests of both taxgatherer and taxpayer.

Volume A contains the general and conceptual material and starts by discus-
sing what international tax avoidance means, what causes it and how it is
achieved, especially through the use of tax havens. Attempts to prevent inter-
national tax avoidance cover the various legal measures employed and their
administration and the international dimension of collaboration between
governments,

This leads to the central analysis of international tax avoidance in terms of
legal notions (especially the borderline between ‘legitimate’ and ‘illegitimate’
variants of avoidance).

The country measures treated in Volume B are compared and assessed in
terms of the preceding analysis.

Volume B contains the country reports for
Belgium,

France,

Germany,

The Netherlands,

United Kingdom,

United States.

The ‘Research Team’ is greatful to Prof. dr. Jan H. Christiaanse and Prof.
Paul R. McDaniel for commenting on certain parts of this study.
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